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Worship in spirit 

By 
Robert C. Archer 



Robert Turner once said: 
•   “Often our efforts to “improve” the worship 

are only efforts to regulate the form, and have 
little or nothing to do with improving the hearts 
out of which true worship must come. Some 
react to the “cold formality” of worship by 
proposing bizarre emotion-stirring props.  



Robert Turner once said: 

•  What is more “artificial” than lighting effects, 
“mood” music, or tricky little antiphonal songs 
that force participation upon some person who 
could not be moved by the love of God.  



Robert Turner once said: 

•  How is the “hypocrisy of traditional services” 
helped by providing a better mask -- an 
emotional screen -- that can not take the 
place of genuine worship....Improving the 
worship is part and parcel of the whole job of 
turning people to God, getting them to partake 
of the divine nature.  



Robert Turner once said: 

•  It is not the “service” that needs 
changing, it is the people that must be 
changed -- to new creatures, truly 
converted. These will worship God 
acceptably” 



Let’s study worship 



The word “worship” defined 
• The Greek word, “Proskuneo” 

means “to worship; to bow down; to 
reverence; to pay homage.” 

• In simple terms: worship is giving 
honor and respect to God according 
to His will. 



Why important? 
“You worship what you do not know; we 
know what we worship, for salvation is of 

the Jews. ‘But the hour is coming, and 
now is, when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth; for 
the Father is seeking such to worship 

Him. God is Spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in spirit and truth.’” 

John 4:22-24, NKJV. 



Who are the true 
worshipers? 



True worshipers are 
• People who approach God with 

holy hands. 
– “I desire therefore that the men 

pray everywhere, lifting up holy 
hands, without wrath and 
doubting;” 1 Timothy 2:8, NKJV. 



True worshipers are 
• People who have cut off the old man of 

sin. (Rom 6:3-6) 
– “But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; 

and circumcision is that of the heart, in 
the Spirit, not in the letter; whose 
praise is not from men but from God.” 
Romans 2:29, NKJV.> 



True worshipers are 
• People who have cut off the old man of 

sin. (Rom 6:3-6) 
– Israel thought that just obeying the law 

was good enough (Isa. 1:10-18) 



True worshipers are 
• People who present themselves as 

living sacrifices.  
– “I beseech you therefore, 

brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that you present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable 
service.” Romans 12:1, NKJV. 



True worshipers do the right 
thing 



They worship God 
• Revelation 22:8-9 (NKJV)  

8  Now I, John, saw and heard these 
things. And when I heard and saw, I fell 
down to worship before the feet of the 
angel who showed me these things.> 
 



They worship God 
• Revelation 22:8-9 (NKJV)  

9  Then he said to me, “See that you do 
not do that. For I am your fellow servant, 
and of your brethren the prophets, and 
of those who keep the words of this 
book. Worship God.” 



They worship in truth  
• “And they continued steadfastly in 

the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in prayers.” Acts 2:42, NKJV. 



They worship in spirit 
• “God is Spirit, and those who 

worship Him must worship in spirit 
and truth.” John 4:24, NKJV. 



What is worshiping 
 in the “spirit”? 



What is worshiping in the “spirit”? 

• Not losing control  
– “Let all things be done decently 

and in order.” 1 Corinthians 14:40, 
NKJV. 



What is worshiping in the “spirit”? 

Worship that comes from the spirit of 
man with love devotion, respect and 

reverence for God. 



How is it produced? 
•  By the knowledge of what God has done 

for us 
–  “But God demonstrates His own love 

toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8, 
NKJV. 



How is it produced? 
•  By the knowledge of what God has allowed 

us to be 
–  “Behold what manner of love the Father has 

bestowed on us, that we should be called 
children of God! Therefore the world does 
not know us, because it did not know Him.” 1 
John 3:1, NKJV. 



How is it produced? 
•  By the knowledge of what God has allowed us to 

be 
–  “But you are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him 
who called you out of darkness into His marvelous 
light; who once were not a people but are now the 
people of God, who had not obtained mercy but 
now have obtained mercy. Beloved, I beg you as 
sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly 
lusts which war against the soul,” 1 Peter 2:9-11, 
NKJV. 



How is it produced? 
• By a heart filled with thanksgiving  
– “And whatever you do in word or 

deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through Him.” 
Colossians 3:17, NKJV.< 



Conclusion  
• I can’t judge your heart and you 

can’t judge mine, but we have to 
ask ourselves, “Are we worshiping 
in “spirit”? 


