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Covetousness 

By
Robert C. Archer



What is covetousness?

In 1 Tim. 3:3, means “without the 
love of money”



Who are the covetous?
• Is it the successful business man?
• Is it the professional who through education 

and a special skill makes large sums of 
money?

• Is it the gifted in investing money?
• Is it the one who has very little and desires 

more?



Who are the covetous?

Jesus answers that question 
in 

Luke 12:13–22



Note
• The rich man was self-centered “I, My, etc.”
• His attitude was contrary to that of the 

Christian – receiving not giving
• Not thankful 
• Never saw beyond this life



What about us?
• Ask:
–What is in our hearts? 
–What do we talk about? 
–What makes us joyous?



How can we overcome?
• Realize that covetousness tempts us to “cut 

corners” 
– 1 Timothy 6:9-10 (NKJV) 

But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and 
a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which 
drown men in destruction and perdition.

– For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for 
which some have strayed from the faith in their 
greediness, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows. 



How can we overcome?
• Realize that it comes from a darkened mind
– Ephesians 4:18-19 (NKJV) 

having their understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God, because of the 
ignorance that is in them, because of the 
blindness of their heart;

– who, being past feeling, have given themselves 
over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with 
greediness. 



How can we overcome?
• Realize that it is idolatry 
– Colossians 3:5 (NKJV) 

5 Therefore put to death your members which 
are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is 
idolatry. 



How can we overcome?
• Realize that it will pull us away from Christ
– Judas 
•Matthew 26:14-16 (NKJV) 

14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas 
Iscariot, went to the chief priests 
15 and said, "What are you willing to give me 
if I deliver Him to you?" And they counted 
out to him thirty pieces of silver. 
16 So from that time he sought opportunity to 
betray Him. >



How can we overcome?
• Realize that it will pull us away from Christ
– Demas 
• 2 Timothy 4:10 (NKJV) 

for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this 
present world, and has departed for Thessalonica--
Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia. 

– Remember the parable of the sower (Mt. 
13:22)



How can we overcome?
• Realize that it will cost us our souls 
– 1 Corinthians 6:10 (NKJV) 

nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom of God.



How can we overcome?
• Learn contentment 
– Philippians 4:11-13 (NKJV) 
• Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have 

learned in whatever state I am, to be 
content: 

• I know how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned 
both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and 
to suffer need. 

• I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me.< 


