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Authority #4

By

Robert C. Archer



Call your attention to

Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) 

And whatever you do in word or deed, 

do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God the Father through 

Him. 



Authority begins with God



God the Father

Jesus

Holy Spirit

Apostles 

(Inspired by the Holy Spirit)

New Testament



How do we determine authority?

• By Direct Commandments

–Example: Acts 2:38

• By Approved Apostolic Examples

–Example: Acts 14:23

• By Necessary Inference or Implications

–Example: Acts 8:39



Authority is either inclusive or exclusive

• Inclusive includes all things necessary 

to accomplish what is commanded.

• Exclusive excludes all things except 

what is commanded by God. 



Let’s put it to the test – music in 

our worship



Music in our worship

What is authorized? 



Music in our worship

• What is authorized? Singing

• Every passage in the NT, specifics 

singing



Every passage in the NT, 

specifics singing

• Matt. 26:30 “And when they had sung a hymn, 

they went out to the Mount of Olives.”

• Mark 14:26 “And when they had sung a hymn, 

they went out to the Mount of Olives.”

• Acts 16:25 “But at midnight Paul and Silas were 

praying and singing hymns to God, and the 

prisoners were listening to them. 



Every passage in the NT, 

specifics singing

• Rom. 15:9 “And that the Gentiles might glorify God for 

His mercy, as it is written: “For this reason I will confess to 

You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name.”

• 1 Cor. 14:15 “What is the conclusion then? I will pray with 

the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will 

sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the 

understanding.”

• Eph. 5:19 “Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 

heart to the Lord”



Every passage in the NT, 

specifics singing

• Col. 3:16 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 

hearts to the Lord.”

• Heb. 2:12 “Saying: “I will declare Your name to My 

brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to 

You.”

• James 5:13 “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. 

Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms.”



Singing is an inclusive command

It includes words, music, song leaders



Singing is an exclusive 

command

• It excludes all other kinds of music 

• It excludes all other kinds of songs except that which is 

authorized 

– Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 

grace in your hearts to the Lord.



What about the use of 

instrumental music in 

worship?
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The use of instrumental music in worship

• Is NOT authorized 

–No command

–No approved apostolic example

–No necessary inference 

• It is not authorized! 

• So, we do NOT use it. (Col. 3:17)



People try to justify instrumental music in worship by:

• It was used in the OT (Ps. 149; 

Col. 2:14)

• The Greek term “psallō” justifies its use. (Eph. 

5:19)

• It is a way to use my gifts.

• The Bible doesn’t say not to.

– That brings up the question.



Conclusion 

• What about women in leadership, Bible 

classes, church support of human 

institutions, etc.? 

• We’ll continue next time.


