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Authority #2

By

Robert C. Archer



Call your attention to

Matt. 21:23-27



Two Sources of authority

Matthew 21:25 (NKJV) 

The baptism of John--where was it from? 

From heaven or from men?" And they 

reasoned among themselves, saying, "If we 

say, 'From heaven,' He will say to us, 'Why 

then did you not believe him?' 



Is It from Man?

• Some look to the Church for their authority.

– No! 1 Tim. 3:15

• Some look to the elders for their authority.

– No! Jas. 4:12

• Some look to preachers for their authority.

– No! 2 Tim. 4:1-5



Is It from Man?

• Some look to their creeds for their authority.

– No! Jude 3

• But the most common source of authority is self. 

– “I think…” 

– No! Mt. 16:24

– Remember Naaman?

– Remember Mt. 7:21-23?



Is It from Man?

• If it is from man, it has the wrong source 

– Matthew 15:9 (NKJV) 

”And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as 

doctrines the commandments of men” 

– Luke 6:46 (NKJV) 

”But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and 

do not do the things which I say?”



Is it from heaven? 



If it is From Heaven

• It must originate with God

– God is the source of all truth 

(Jas. 1:17-18)

– God has spoken to man in different ways 

(Heb. 1:1) 

– Now through Christ (Heb. 1:2)



If it is From Heaven

• It must come through Christ

–He has all authority (Matt. 28:18)

–Jesus is head of church 

(Eph. 1:20-23)



If it is From Heaven

• It must come from Christ through His 

Apostles as they were guided by the Holy 

Spirit.



If it is From Heaven

– The Holy Spirit was sent to guide the 

apostles into all truth. 

– Jno. 14:16, 17, 26

– 15:26-27

– 16:13

– That truth is the Bible

– Consider the chart.



God the Father

Jesus

Holy Spirit

Apostles 

(Inspired by the Holy Spirit)

New Testament



Keep in Mind that

–To reject the apostles’ teaching is to reject the 

teaching of God 

–Matthew 10:40 (NKJV) 

”He who receives you receives Me, and 

he who receives Me receives Him who 

sent Me.”



Keep in Mind that

–To reject the apostles’ teaching is to reject the 

teaching of God 

–1 John 4:6 (NKJV) 

We are of God. He who knows God 

hears us; he who is not of God does not 

hear us. By this we know the spirit of 

truth and the spirit of error. 


