
Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, 
without which no one will see the Lord: 
looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the 
grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 
springing up cause trouble, and by this many 
become defiled; lest there be any fornicator or 
profane person like Esau, who for one morsel 
of food sold his birthright. For you know that 
afterward, when he wanted to inherit the 
blessing, he was rejected, for he found no 
place for repentance, though he sought it 
diligently with tears.

Hebrews 12:14-17



“No Place for Repentance”
• Not because he was dead

• Not because he died suddenly

• Not because he was too hardened

Though all these can be true, they are 
not what is meant in Hebrews 12:17



Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in 
from the field, and he was weary. And Esau said 
to Jacob, “Please feed me with that same red 
stew, for I am weary.” Therefore his name was 
called Edom. But Jacob said, “Sell me your 
birthright as of this day.” And Esau said, “Look, I 
am about to die; so what is this birthright to 
me?” Then Jacob said, “Swear to me as of this 
day.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright 
to Jacob. And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of 
lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and went 
his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

Genesis 25:29-34



When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with 
an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to his 
father, “Bless me—me also, O my father!” But he said, 
“Your brother came with deceit and has taken away your 
blessing.” And Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? 
For he has supplanted me these two times. He took away 
my birthright, and now look, he has taken away my 
blessing!” And he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing 
for me?” Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, “Indeed 
I have made him your master, and all his brethren I have 
given to him as servants; with grain and wine I have 
sustained him. What shall I do now for you, my son?” And 
Esau said to his father, “Have you only one blessing, my 
father? Bless me—me also, O my father!” And Esau lifted 
up his voice and wept.

Genesis 27:34-38



In a foolish moment, Esau gave up 
something of great value – and no 
amount of grief, tears or regret 
could change the consequences.

“No Place for Repentance”

“…he could not change what he had done.”

Hebrews 12:17 – NIV



Moses

“No Place for Repentance”

“Then I pleaded with the Lord at that time, saying: ‘O Lord 
God, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness and 
Your mighty hand, for what god is there in heaven or on earth 
who can do anything like Your works and Your mighty deeds? I 
pray, let me cross over and see the good land beyond the 
Jordan, those pleasant mountains, and Lebanon.’ “But the 
Lord was angry with me on your account, and would not listen 
to me. So the Lord said to me: ‘Enough of that! Speak no more 
to Me of this matter. Go up to the top of Pisgah, and lift your 
eyes toward the west, the north, the south, and the east; 
behold it with your eyes, for you shall not cross over this 
Jordan.

Deuteronomy 3:23-27



Moses

“No Place for Repentance”

And the Lord struck the child that Uriah’s wife bore to 
David, and it became ill. David therefore pleaded with 
God for the child, and David fasted and went in and lay 
all night on the ground. So the elders of his house arose 
and went to him, to raise him up from the ground. But he 
would not, nor did he eat food with them. Then on the 
seventh day it came to pass that the child died.

II Samuel 12:15b-18a

David



Moses

“No Place for Repentance”

Now when he was in affliction, he implored the Lord his 
God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of his 
fathers, and prayed to Him; and He received his entreaty, 
heard his supplication, and brought him back to 
Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that 
the Lord was God.

II Chronicles 33:12-13

David

Manasseh



Moses

“No Place for Repentance”

He took away the foreign gods and the idol from the house 
of the Lord, and all the altars that he had built in the mount 
of the house of the Lord and in Jerusalem; and he cast them 
out of the city. He also repaired the altar of the Lord, 
sacrificed peace offerings and thank offerings on it, and 
commanded Judah to serve the Lord God of Israel.

II Chronicles 33:15-16

David

Manasseh



Moses

“No Place for Repentance”

Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he 
reigned two years in Jerusalem. But he did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done; for Amon sacrificed 
to all the carved images which his father Manasseh had made, 
and served them. And he did not humble himself before the 
Lord, as his father Manasseh had humbled himself; but Amon 
trespassed more and more.

II Chronicles 33:21-23

David

Manasseh



“No Place for Repentance”
• Sexual Immorality

• Abortion

• Drug Abuse

• Drunkenness

• Neglect of others



I acknowledged my sin to You, And my 
iniquity I have not hidden. I said, “I will 
confess my transgressions to the Lord,” And 
You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Psalm 32:5

Moses/David/Manasseh

Forgiven – But Consequences 
Remained



• May take us further than we intended 

• May not be a later day to repent

• May become hardened and never repent

• May suffer consequences for the rest of life

SIN IS SERIOUS
I’ll do this now and repent later…



SIN IS SERIOUS

Some things are better to 
learn by revelation and 

observation than by 
experience!


