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Would Zacchaeus change?



Zacchaeus - change?

 He was rich

Rich people often trust in 

riches  (Mk. 10:17-27)



Zacchaeus - change?

 Rich people often compromise
1 Timothy 6:9-10 (NKJV) 

9 But those who desire to be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and harmful lusts which drown men 
in destruction and perdition. 
10 For the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil, for which some have strayed 
from the faith in their greediness, and 
pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows. 



Zacchaeus - change?

 Rich people often get greedy 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NKJV) 

10 He who loves silver will not be 

satisfied with silver; Nor he who loves 

abundance, with increase. This also is

vanity. 



Zacchaeus - change?

 He was a sinner of the 

worse kind – a tax 

collector in the wealthy

city of Jericho.



Jericho, called the city of Palms



Barclay describes Jericho

 Jericho was a very wealthy and a very 

important town. It lay in the Jordan valley 

and commanded both the approach to 

Jerusalem and the crossings of the river 

which gave access to the lands east of the 

Jordan. It had a great palm forest and 

world-famous balsam groves which 

perfumed the air for miles around. 



Barclay describes Jericho

 Its gardens of roses were known far and 

wide. Men called it “The City of Palms.” 

Josephus called it “a divine region, the 

fattest in Palestine.” The Romans carried 

its dates and balsam to worldwide trade 

and fame. 



Barclay describes Jericho

 All this combined to make Jericho one of 

the greatest taxation centers in 

Palestine… Zacchaeus was a man who 

had reached the top of his profession; and 

he was the most hated man in the 

district…. (Barclay’s Daily Study Bible)



Zacchaeus - change?

 It would cost him

Persecution

 John 12:42 (NKJV) 

42 Nevertheless even among the rulers 

many believed in Him, but because of the 

Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they 

should be put out of the synagogue; 



Zacchaeus - change?

 It would cost him

Riches

 Luke 19:8 (NKJV) 

8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the 

Lord, "Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to 

the poor; and if I have taken anything from 

anyone by false accusation, I restore 

fourfold." 



Would Zacchaeus change?

Yes, because of his qualities



Zacchaeus’ qualities

 Desired to see Jesus 

 Hebrews 12:2 (NKJV) 

2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 

our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and has 

sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 



Zacchaeus’ qualities

 Accepted responsibility for his sin

Not like Adam and Eve 

Genesis 3:12-13 (NKJV) 

12 Then the man said, "The woman whom You 

gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, 

and I ate." 

13 And the LORD God said to the woman, 

"What is this you have done?" The woman said, 

"The serpent deceived me, and I ate."



Zacchaeus’ qualities

 Desired to be right

Hunger and thirst for righteousness 

Matthew 5:6 (NKJV) 

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, For they shall be filled. 



Questions

 Can you be saved like him?

No, Heb. 8:8-13

 Do you desire to see Jesus?

 What hindrances do you face?

 Is your desire strong enough to  

overcome your hindrances?

 Are you willing to repent?


