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Different Roads to Heaven?

•Matthew 7:13-14 (NKJV) 
13 Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the 
gate and broad is the way that leads to 
destruction, and there are many who go in 
by it. 
14 Because narrow is the gate and 
difficult is the way which leads to life, 
and there are few who find it. 



What is a denomination?



What is a denomination?

• “A religious organization whose 

congregations are united in their adherence 

to its beliefs and practices”



What is denominationalism?

•Denominationalism is the belief that some 

or all Christian groups are legitimate 

churches of the same religion regardless of 

their distinguishing labels, beliefs, and 

practices.

• They often claim that the “one body” of 

Eph. 4:4 is made up of all denominations. 
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What wrong with denominationalism?

• It is without scriptural authority

• No place in the Bible can you read of a 

denomination, denominationalism or a group 

of churches with different doctrinal beliefs 

uniting under one banner.

• Most denominations were started hundreds of 

years after Jesus established His church.



What wrong with denominationalism?

• It is against the scriptures

• Not only is it without scriptural authority; it is 

against what is taught in the scriptures.



Jesus prayed for unity 

• John 17:20-23 (NKJV) 
20 ”I do not pray for these alone, but also for those 
who will believe in Me through their word; 

• 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in 
Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, 
that the world may believe that You sent Me. 

• 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given 
them, that they may be one just as We are one: 

• 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made 
perfect in one, and that the world may know that 
You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have 
loved Me.



Paul pleaded for it 

• 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 (NKJV) 
10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 

• 11 For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, 
by those of Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among 
you. 

• 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I 
am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” 

• 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? 



Opposes Jesus’ efforts to bring unity 

by the cross 

• Ephesians 2:14-16 (NKJV) 
14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both 
one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 

• 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to 
create in Himself one new man from the two, thus
making peace, 

• 16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one 
body through the cross, thereby putting to death the 
enmity. 



What wrong with denominationalism?

• It is harmful to the cause of Christ

• 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are

in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one 

in Us, that the world may believe that You sent 

Me. 

• Causes unbelievers to be confused.



What wrong with denominationalism?

• It is against the wishes of the leaders of 

many denominations 

• Luther

• Westley

• Spurgeon



Is unity possible?

• Some say, “No” because we can’t 

understand the Bible alike.

•Would God give us a book of confusion? 

Would He command us to study it if we 

couldn’t understand it? I think not!



Is unity possible?

•We can understand it (Eph. 3:4) and if so, 

we can understand it alike!

• Ephesians 3:4 (NKJV) 

4 by which, when you read, you may 

understand my knowledge in the mystery of 

Christ),



But it will take

•Honesty 

• 2 Thessalonians 2:10-11 (NKJV) 

10 and with all unrighteous deception among 

those who perish, because they did not receive 

the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 

11 And for this reason God will send them 

strong delusion, that they should believe the lie



But it will take

•Truth

• Ephesians 4:4-6 (NKJV) 

4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 

were called in one hope of your calling; 

5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 

6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, 

and through all, and in you all. 



But it will take

•Attitude 

• Ephesians 4:1-3 (NKJV) 
1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with 
which you were called, 
2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with 
longsuffering, bearing with one another in 
love, 
3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. 



Is the church of Christ a 

denomination?



The church of Christ a denomination?

• It does not have a denominational name

• It is simply the church that belongs to God 

• 1 Corinthians 1:2 (NKJV) 
2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to 
those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints, with all who in every place call on the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and 
ours: 

• Romans 16:16 (NKJV) 
16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The 
churches of Christ greet you. 



It does not have:

•A denominational doctrine 

• It is simply the ground and pillar of the truth 

• 1 Timothy 3:15 (NKJV) 

15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may 

know how you ought to conduct yourself in the 

house of God, which is the church of the living 

God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 



It does not have:

•A denominational organization

• Made up of elders, deacons and saints 

• Philippians 1:1 (NKJV) 

1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, 

with the bishops and deacons: 



It does not have:

•A denominational worship

• Worships God in spirit and in truth 

• John 4:24 (NKJV) 

24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must 

worship in spirit and truth.” 



It does not have:

•A denominational goal 

• Its goal is heaven 

• Hebrews 13:14 (NKJV) 

14 For here we have no continuing city, but 

we seek the one to come. 



Conclusion 

•Why is this serious? 

• Matthew 7:21-23 (NKJV) 
21 ”Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father in heaven. 

• 22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in 
Your name?’ 

• 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness!’ 


