
Why Evil #2

By

Robert C. Archer



Why doesn’t God 

stamp out all evil?



Two reasons

1. We would pick and choose the ones we think 

are evil, but if He would stamp out all evil, 

there wouldn’t be anybody left.

2. If He stamps out the ability to do evil, He 

takes away free will and the capability of 

choosing to love and follow Him.



Why?

 God is glorified when we choose to serve 

Him.

 What glory would it bring God if we could 

not choose to hate Him and had to love Him?



Where did evil originate? 

 Some say that we are born with evil.

 If so, that makes God evil because we have been 

made in God’s image.

 No, while it is true that man has been given the 

ability of choosing between good and evil, he is 

not born evil.



Where did evil originate? 

 Some say that evil began with the sin of 

Adam and Eve.

 They chose sin.

 But nothing is said about a change of nature after 

the fall.



What happened?

 After creation, Satan entered the picture 

(Gen. 3:1-13)



The temptation 

 Genesis 3:6

 “So when the woman saw that the tree was good 

for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 

tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its 

fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with 

her, and he ate.”



The temptation 

 Their temptation falls into all three 

categories of temptation (1 Jno. 2:16)

 Lust of the flesh – “tree was good for food”

 Lust of the eyes – “pleasant to the eyes”

 Pride – “desirable to make one wise”



The temptation

 What was the “fruit”? 

 Not sexual relations (Gen. 1:28)

 Don’t know and that is NOT the important thing. 

The important thing was – would they obey God?

 The answer is no.



The temptation

 Consequences 

 A sense of shame – they became conscience of 

their nakedness and tried to cover themselves 

with aprons. 

 Fear – tried to hid themselves from God

 Cowards – each tried to blame the other person



The temptation

 Consequences 

 Cursed

 The serpent – 3:14-15

 The woman – 3:16

 The man – 3:17-19



The temptation

 Results 

 Man died spiritually – separated from God. 

(Isa. 59:1-2)

 Man cut off from the tree of life (3:24) 

consequently, disease and physical death ensued.



Adam vs. Christ

 The contrast

 Paul, in teaching us about the blessings of 

salvation, says that Adam by his transgression 

brought sin into the world and death by sin; while 

Jesus by His one act brought righteousness or 

salvation into the world and eternal life. 

(Rom. 5:12-21)



But let’s go back one more. 

 If Satan tempted man with evil, he must be 

evil, so:



Where did Satan come from?

 Did God make him evil? Is he eternal? Has he 

always been evil? If not, how did he get that 

way? 

 The Bible doesn’t answer every question, so 

we can go just as far as the Bible.



Where did Satan come from?

 Some think that they have found the answer in 

several passages:

 Isa. 14:12-15, -4

 Ezek. 28:14-19 -12

 Lk. 10:18

 Rev. 12:1-12



Where did Satan come from?

 What do we know for sure?

 Satan is a created being 

 Col. 1:16

 “16 For by Him all things were created that 

are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

principalities or powers. All things were 

created through Him and for Him.”



What do we know for sure?

 And since God is separate and apart from evil, 

we know that he wasn’t created evil, but how 

did Satan become evil?



What do we know for sure?

 He too had a choice 

 2 Pet. 2:4

 “4 For if God did not spare the angels who 

sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered 

them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for 

judgment;”



How did and how does

Satan work today?


