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The N.T. teaches

 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 (NKJV) 

 3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war 

according to the flesh.

 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal 

but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 

 5 casting down arguments and every high thing 

that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 

bringing every thought into captivity to the 

obedience of Christ, 



What is evil?

 It is defined as: “The force of things that are 

morally bad: something that is harmful or bad.

 The fact of suffering, misfortune, and 

wrongdoing, something that brings sorrow, 

distress, or calamity”.



There are two kinds of evil: 

Natural and Moral



What is evil?

 It is defined as: “The force of things that are 

morally bad: something that is harmful or 

bad.

 The fact of suffering, misfortune, and 

wrongdoing, something that brings sorrow, 

distress, or calamity”.



Natural evil (sometimes called physical evil) 

 Natural evil refers to those occasions in nature 

that cause pain and suffering. 

 Thousands of people have been maimed or 

killed and untold millions of dollars worth of 

properties destroyed because of such tragedies 

as tornadoes, earthquakes and hurricanes. 



Why natural evil?

 God created the world and put laws into 

effect – laws that serve us well unless 

violated and most of the time the results 

are good, but…



But:

 The sun can bring the growth of crops, but too 

much can do damage.

 Rain brings the water that we need to live, but too 

much brings about floods and disaster.

 Fire heats our water, cooks our food, but can 

destroy if not contained. 

 Gravity keeps us from floating away, but can 

bring us crashing down from a mountain.



Why natural evil?

 God doesn’t discriminate in sending good 

and bad

 Matt 5:45

 “that you may be sons of your Father in 

heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil 

and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 

on the unjust.”



Why natural evil?

 There are exceptions: Punishment on evil

 Amos 4:9

 “I blasted you with blight and mildew. When your 

gardens increased, Your vineyards, Your fig trees, 

And your olive trees, The locust devoured them; Yet 

you have not returned to Me,” Says the LORD.

 Hag 2:17

 “I struck you with blight and mildew and hail in all 

the labors of your hands; yet you did not turn to Me,” 

says the LORD.



Why natural evil?

 There are exceptions: Blessing on the good 

 Mal. 3:10-12

 “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there 

may be food in My house, And try Me now in this,” 

Says the LORD of hosts, “If I will not open for you 

the windows of heaven And pour out for you such

blessing That there will not be room enough to receive 

it”.



Why natural evil?

 There are exceptions: Blessing 

 Mal. 3:10-12

 11 “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So 

that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor 

shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field,” 

Says the LORD of hosts;



Why natural evil?

 There are exceptions: Blessing 

 Mal. 3:10-12

 “And all nations will call you blessed, For you will be 

a delightful land,” Says the LORD of hosts.



 God “holds all things together” by natural 

law

 Gen. 8:22

 “While the earth remains, Seedtime and harvest, Cold 

and heat, Winter and summer, And day and night 

Shall not cease.”

 Col 1:17

 “And He is before all things, and in Him all things 

consist.”



Even think about how we can send a 

spacecraft to outer space and have them 

land where we want them?



So we suffer natural evil because we live

in a world in which we suffer with the 

rest of human beings.



Moral evil



Moral evil

 Moral evil is evil that results from man's 

misconduct. 

 Alcohol, drugs, hate, vengeance, etc.



Why does God permit moral evil?

 Question been around a long time

 It’s an question used by atheists

 Woolsey Teller, one of the founders of the 

American Association for the Advancement of 

Atheism, debated James D. Bales in 1947 on the 

existence of God. 

 In his first speech the atheist Teller brought up 

the problem of evil. 



Why doesn’t God stamp out all evil?

 If He stamps out all natural evil, He destroys

the good as well as the bad!



Why doesn’t God stamp out all evil?

 If He stamps out all moral evil, where would 

He stop? At ISIS? At murderers? Child 

abusers? Thieves? Liars?



Why doesn’t God stamp out all evil?

 If He stamps out all evil, He takes away free 

will and the capability of choosing to love and 

follow Him.

 God is glorified when we choose to serve Him.

 What glory would it bring God if we could not 

choose to hate Him and had to love Him?



Conclusion

 Where does evil come from? Etc.

 More next week.


