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Mark 8:34-37 (NKJV) 

• When He had called the people to Himself, with His 
disciples also, He said to them, “Whoever desires to 
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me. 

• For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s 
will save it. 

• For what will it profit a man if  he gains the whole 
world, and loses his own soul? 

• Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?
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What is the “soul”?

• Sometimes it refers to man as a whole 

(1 Pet. 3:20)

• Sometimes the immortal part of  man

(Acts 2:31)

• And sometimes, it refers to life and in some 

translations, translated, “life”.

• Whether we translate it “life” or the “immortal 

part of  man” really makes no difference.



Jesus is challenging us to compare 

gaining the whole world and losing our 

soul in hell or with gaining “eternal life” 

with God. That’s the question!



Why is our soul worth 

MORE than the “whole world”?

• God created it 

• Genesis 1:27 (NKJV) 

So God created man in His own image; in the 

image of  God He created him; male and female 

He created them. 



God created it 

• Ephesians 2:10 (NKJV) 

For we are His workmanship…

• The Greek word, poiema translated

“workmanship” is the word meaning we are 

His work of  art. 



• It is eternal 

• Matthew 25:46 (NKJV) 

And these will go away into everlasting 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

• 2 Cor. 4:16-5:8

Why is our soul worth 

MORE than the “whole world”?



• What it cost to redeem it 

• 1 Peter 1:18-19 (NKJV) 
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with 

corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your 

aimless conduct received by tradition from your 

fathers, 
19 but with the precious blood of  Christ, as of  

a lamb without blemish and without spot. 

Why is our soul worth 

MORE than the “whole world”?



What do some people think 

is worth more than their soul?

• Another spouse

• Matthew 19:9 (NKJV) 
9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, 

except for sexual immorality, and marries 

another, commits adultery; and whoever 

marries her who is divorced commits adultery." 



What do some people think 

is worth more than their soul?

• Pleasure of  this world

• 2 Timothy 4:10 (NKJV) 
10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved 
this present world, and has departed for 

Thessalonica--Crescens for Galatia, Titus for 

Dalmatia. 



What do some people think 

is worth more than their soul?

• Wealth, power and fame

• Matt. 19:16ff



So what is our choice?



So what is our choice?

• If  we choose the world, it will cost us 

separation from God 

• Romans 6:23 (NKJV) 

For the wages of  sin is death, but the gift of  

God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



So what is our choice?

• If  we choose the world, it will cost us 

freedom from pain (Rom. 2:1-11)



So what is our choice?

• If  we choose the world, it will cost us 

association with the best people

• Revelation 20:10 (NKJV) 

The devil, who deceived them, was cast into 

the lake of  fire and brimstone where the beast 

and the false prophet are. And they will be 

tormented day and night forever and ever. 



So what is our choice?

• If  we choose Jesus, it will cost us

• A man must desire to come after Him 

• Mark 8:34 (NKJV) 
34 When He had called the people to Himself, with 

His disciples also, He said to them, “Whoever 

desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross, and follow Me. 
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So what is our choice?

• If  we choose Jesus, it will cost us

• A man must follow Christ 

• Mark 8:34 (NKJV) 
34 When He had called the people to Himself, with 

His disciples also, He said to them, “Whoever 

desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 

take up his cross, and follow Me.



Conclusion

So the choice is yours. 

What will you choose?


