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Christians Must Judge!



We Must Judge Teachers 

• 1 John 4:1 
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits, whether they are of God; because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world. 



We Must Judge Doctrine 

• 1 Timothy 4:16 
16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. 
Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both 
yourself and those who hear you. 



We Must Judge Morals 

• Hebrews 5:14 
14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, 
that is, those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil. 



We Must Judge Ourselves 

• 2 Corinthians 13:5 
5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the 
faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, 
that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are 
disqualified. 



We Must Judge Others 

• 1 Corinthians 5:3-5 
3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit, 
have already judged (as though I were present) him 
who has so done this deed. 
4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are 
gathered together, along with my spirit, with the 
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of 
the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus. 



A right and wrong way to judge



Unrighteous Judging

• Judging by appearance 

– John 7:24 
24 Do not judge according to appearance, but 
judge with righteous judgment." 



Unrighteous Judging

• Judging without the facts

– 1 Corinthians 13:5-6 (NKJV) 
5. does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is 
not provoked, thinks no evil; 
6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the 
truth; 



Unrighteous Judging

• Overly critical Judging

– Matthew 7:1-2 
1 "Judge not, that you be not judged. 
2 For with what judgment you judge, you will be 
judged; and with the measure you use, it will be 
measured back to you. 



Unrighteous Judging

• Judging as God

– James 4:11-12 (NKJV) 
11 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He 
who speaks evil of a brother and judges his 
brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. 
But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the 
law but a judge. 
12 There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and to 
destroy. Who are you to judge another? 



Unrighteous Judging

– Judging as God

• Romans 14:10-13 (NKJV) 
10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show 
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ. 
11 For it is written: "As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to 
Me, And every tongue shall confess to God."
12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 
13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather 
resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our
brother's way. 



Unrighteous Judging

• Prejudicial Judging 

– James 2:1-4 
1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord
of glory, with partiality. 
2 For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in 
fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy 
clothes, 
3 and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to 
him, "You sit here in a good place," and say to the poor man, "You 
stand there," or, "Sit here at my footstool," 
4 have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges 
with evil thoughts? >



Unrighteous Judging

• James 2:9 
9 but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors. 



Righteous Judging



Righteous Judging

• Requires a righteous judge 

• James 4:12 
12 There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save 
and to destroy. Who are you to judge another? 



Righteous Judging

– Requires a righteous standard

• James 2:11-13 
11 For He who said, "Do not commit adultery,"
also said, "Do not murder." Now if you do not 
commit adultery, but you do murder, you have 
become a transgressor of the law. 
12 So speak and so do as those who will be 
judged by the law of liberty. 
13 For judgment is without mercy to the one 
who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over 
judgment. 



Righteous Judging

– Requires compassion 

• Zechariah 7:9 
9 "Thus says the LORD of hosts: 'Execute true 
justice, Show mercy and compassion Everyone 
to his brother.’”



Conclusion

So we MUST judge, but in a 
scriptural way!


