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Mormon Temples



Temple in Salt Lake City



Mormon Temples

 What are they? 

 “The house of the Lord.” “Holy sanctuaries 

wherein sacred ordinances, rites, and 

ceremonies are performed which pertain to 

salvation and exaltation in the kingdom of 

God are called temples. 



Mormon Temples

 What are they? 

They are the most sacred places of worship 

on earth; each is literally a House of the 

Lord, a house of the great Creator, a house 

where he and his Spirit may dwell, to which 

he may come, or send his messengers, to 

confer priesthood and keys and to give 

revelation to his people.” (Mormon 

Doctrine, McConkie, 779-780



Mormon Temples

 Mandatory for full salvation

 “If you want salvation in the fullest, that is 

exaltation in the kingdom of God, so that 

you may become his sons and daughters, 

you have got to go into the temple of the 

Lord and receive these holy ordinances 

which belong to that house, which cannot be 

elsewhere.” (Doctrines Of Salvation, Joseph 

Fielding Smith, II:44)



Mormon Temples

 The Bible

God does not dwell in houses made with 

hands - Acts 7:44-50

God no longer specifies the place of 

worship, but rather, the heart & the how of 

worship - Jno. 4:20-24

God’s temple is His church - Eph. 2:19-22



Mormon Temples

 The Bible

God’s temple is made up of Christians who 

offer spiritual service to God - 1 Pet. 2:5

We are God’s temple - God dwells with His 

people - 2 Cor. 6:16.



What is done in the temple?

 Baptism for the dead. 

Those without an opportunity to hear the 

fullness of the gospel in this life will have 

the gospel preached to them in the next life. 

Vicarious baptism provides these people 

with an opportunity to accept salvation for 

themselves. 



Baptism for the dead 

 Smith says, “The greatest responsibility 

in this world that God has laid upon us is 

to seek after our dead.” (J. Smith, Jr., the 

Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 

356) 



Baptism for the dead 

 Saving themselves “...our salvation and 

progression depends upon the salvation 

or our worthy dead with whom we must 

be joined in family ties. This can only be 

accomplished in our temples.” (Doctrines 

of Salvation, Joseph F. Smith, II:147) 



Bible

 No second chance - Lk. 16:19-31

 Gospel is for the living – Heb. 9:27

 If people can be saved in the next life by 

not hearing the gospel in this life, why

should we preach the gospel to them? 

- Mk. 16:15



They appeal to:

 1 Cor. 15:29

 1 Corinthians 15:29 (NKJV) 

29 Otherwise, what will they do who are 

baptized for the dead, if the dead do not 

rise at all? Why then are they baptized 

for the dead? 



1 Cor. 15:39

 Answer 

 “There is no doubt that the allusion is to 

some act performed in expectation of 

future benefit to themselves, which 

would be lost if the dead did not rise. 

And the view given here suits the 

argument and agrees with the context.



1 Cor. 15:29

 Answer

 “Foreseeing that faith would cost them 

the loss of all things, perhaps of life 

itself, not a few persons, in being 

baptized, did so, virtually saying with the 

apostle, "We who live are always 

delivered unto death for Jesus' sake." (2 

Cor. 4:11.)

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+4:11


1 Cor. 15:29

 Answer

 “The meaning then is: What is to 

become of those who on being 

baptized do so knowing that it may 

prove their death warrant, if the dead 

rise not?” (GA)



They appeal to:

 Hebrews 11:39-40 (NKJV) 

39 And all these, having obtained a good 

testimony through faith, did not receive the 

promise, 

40 God having provided something better 

for us, that they should not be made 

perfect apart from us. 



They appeal to:

 1 Peter 3:18-20 (NKJV) 

18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, 

the just for the unjust, that He might bring 

us to God, being put to death in the flesh 

but made alive by the Spirit, 

19 by whom also He went and preached 

to the spirits in prison, 



They appeal to:

 1 Peter 3:18-20 (NKJV) 

20 who formerly were disobedient, when 

once the Divine longsuffering waited in the 

days of Noah, while the ark was being 

prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 

souls, were saved through water. 



1 Peter 3:18-20

 Answer: Christ through Noah 

preached while preparing the Ark.



They appeal to:

 1 Peter 4:6 (NKJV) 

6 For this reason the gospel was 

preached also to those who are dead, that 

they might be judged according to men in 

the flesh, but live according to God in the 

spirit. 

 Answer: those who have died



Conclusion

More next time.


