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Paul’s Warning

 Colossians 2:18 (NKJV) 

Let no one cheat you of your reward, 

taking delight in false humility and worship 

of angels, intruding into those things which 

he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his 

fleshly mind, 



Their History

 Mormonism began with Joseph Smith, Jr.

He was born Dec. 23, 1805 in Vermont and 

moved to Palmyra, NY when he was ten years 

old.



Mormonism began with Joseph Smith, Jr.

 He claims that when he was 15 years old, 

he was praying to God in a woods and saw 

a vision of God the Father and Jesus.



Mormonism began with Joseph Smith, Jr.

 He said that:

He was told to hear Jesus

He wanted to know which church he should 

join. He was told: none, for they are all an 

abomination in His sight.

He was told that God would restore to earth 

the Church originally organized by Jesus 

Christ, with all of its truths and priesthood 

authority.”



Mormonism began with Joseph Smith, Jr.

 Then on Sept. 21, 1823 he claims that the 

angel, Moroni appeared to him and 

disclosed the location of a partially buried 

box containing golden plates in the 

“reformed Egyptian tongue” together with 

two stones used for translating the plates.



Should we trust Joseph Smith, Jr.?

1. His reputation was not good:

 In 1826, he was arrested in New York for 

being a con artist. 



Should we trust Joseph Smith, Jr.?

 In 1844, he died in a gun battle.



Background

 Due to persecution, the church moved from NY 

to Ohio to Missouri and then to Nauvoo, IL.

 There they built a “Mormon City” which became 

the largest city in the state.

 Nauvoo had a population of around 20,000 

people, 5,000 of which were Mormons.



Powerful at Nauvoo

 Joseph Smith reached the zenith of his 

influence here.

Smith was mayor of the town.

As the mayor, Smith raised his own militia.

His political power was equaled to that of the 

state government.



Trouble at Nauvoo

 But trouble arose here over the Mormon 

doctrine of “Plural Marriage” (polygamy).

 In June 1844 a newspaper, the Nauvoo 

Expositor published affidavits of 16 

respectable women stating that Joseph Smith 

and other Mormon leaders tried to seduce 

them into polygamy.



Trouble at Nauvoo
 Smith’s answer was to send a mob, the Legion of 

Nauvoo, to destroy the printing press and compel 

the publishers to flee for their lives.

 Illinois Governor Ford learned of the act, and 

ordered Smith to surrender himself to the 

constable at Carthage for trial.

 Joseph Smith fled, but later returned and was 

arrested and placed in jail at Carthage, Illinois.



Smith’s death

 While Smith was in jail, a riot developed 

outside the jail and a mob broke into the 

jail killing Joseph Smith’s brother, Hyrum.



Smith’s death

 On that afternoon of June 27, 1844 Joseph 

Smith was shot and killed as he tried to 

escape from the jail window.



Smith’s death

 He was murdered—not by a group of “anti-

Mormons,” but by men whose wives and 

daughters he had tried to ruin!



Smith’s death

 Mormons claim that Smith was a “martyr.”

The dictionary defines “martyr” as “one who 

suffers death as a penalty of witnessing to and 

refusing to renounce his religion.”

Smith was in jail for breaking the law.



Should we trust 

the

Book of Mormon?



Should we trust the Book of Mormon?

 The book claims to contain the religious writings of 

civilizations in Ancient America between 2200 B.C. and A.D. 

421.

 It claims to give an eyewitness account of the ministry of Jesus 

Christ on the American continent following His resurrection in 

Jerusalem.

 These accounts, they say, were found on metal plates found by 

Joseph Smith, Jr.

 The problem is that the plates are gone and we only have 

Joseph Smith’s word!



Should we trust the Book of Mormon?

 The Mormon Church has four books which are 

accepted as scripture. The Bible, Book of Mormon, 

Doctrines and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price. 

 However, the acceptance of the Bible is with 

reservation, for they say “it is true only insofar as 

translated correctly.” 

 Actually they do not believe the Bible as you and I do, 

for they seek to undermine belief in it.



CHARGES MADE BY MORMONS 

AGAINST THE BIBLE

 Incorrectly Translated and Incomplete

 Joseph Smith - “Articles of Faith”

 8. “We believe the Bible to be the word of God 

as far as it is translated correctly.”



CHARGES MADE BY MORMONS 

AGAINST THE BIBLE

 Incorrectly Translated and Incomplete

 I Nephi 13:26 “A great and abominable 

church...have taken away from the gospel of the 

Lamb many parts which are plain and most 

precious; and also many covenants of the Lord 

have they taken away.”



CHARGES MADE BY MORMONS 

AGAINST THE BIBLE

 Incorrectly Translated and Incomplete

 2 Nephi 29:6 - “Thou fool, that shall say: A Bible, 

we have got a Bible, and we need no more Bible. 

Have ye obtained a Bible save it were by the 

Jews?”



Why Are The Mormons So Anxious 

To Prove The Bible Has Been Corrupted?

 To make a place for the Book of Mormon!

Doctrine & Covenants 20:14-15 - “And those who 

receive it in faith, and work righteousness shall 

receive a crown of eternal life; but those who 

harden their hearts in unbelief, and reject it, it shall 

turn to their own condemnation.”



WHY REJECT THE BOOK OF MORMON?

 It Plagiarizes The King James Version Of 

The Bible.

The Book of Mormon contains at least 25,000 

words from the KJV of the Bible. Compare:

 2 Nephi 14 with Isa. 4

 2 Nephi 12 with Isa. 2

Mosiah 14 with Isa. 53



Compare

 3 Nephi 13 with Matt. 6:1-23

Though claim this is message preached to Nephites, 

it seems naive to believe the miraculous plates 

upon which they were all inscribed, somehow or 

another, under translation came out in perfect King 

James English without variation approximately 

1,200 yrs. before this 1611 version was written.



WHY REJECT THE BOOK OF MORMON?

 It Has Too Many Contradictions

 1. Contradicts the Bible

 I Nephi 19:10; Helaman 14:20, 27 - “Three days of 

darkness” Matt. 27:45 - “Darkness...from sixth hour to 

ninth hour”

 Alma 7:10 - Jesus shall be born at Jerusalem - Matt. 2:1, 

4-6 - Born in Bethlehem of Judea

 1 Nephi 4:15-16 - Commandments engraved on plates of 

brass - Ex. 34:1 - Written on two tables of stone.



WHY REJECT THE BOOK OF MORMON?

 Scientific Evidence Is Against The Book of 

Mormon.

No reformed Egyptian language -

 Mormon 9:32, 34 - said “none other knoweth our 

language”

 Joseph 2:63-65 (P. of G.P.) - claimed Martin Harris took 

the characters Joseph copied for him to Prof. Charles 

Anthon, stated “The translation was correct, more so 

than he had before seen translated from the Egyptian.”



WHY REJECT THE BOOK OF MORMON?

 No reformed Egyptian language

Contradiction: For one to say the translation is 

correct, he must be able himself to translate the 

language. Either the Book of Mormon is incorrect 

in affirming no one knew the language or the Pearl 

of Great Price is incorrect in affirming Prof. 

Anthon approved the translation.

A letter from Prof. Anthon, Feb.17, 1834 

repudiated the claim he testified the translation was 

correct.



The Ultimate Test Fails to Bible Believers.

 Mormons ask you to follow a subjective test:

 2 Moroni 10:4-5 “And when ye shall receive these 

things, I would exhort you that ye would ask God, 

the eternal father, in the name of Christ if these 

things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a 

sincere heart, with real intent, having faith in 

Christ, He will manifest the truth of it unto you by 

the power of the Holy Ghost. And by the power of 

the Holy Ghost ye may know the truth of all 

things.”


