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Their History

 Mormonism began with Joseph Smith, Jr.

He was born Dec. 23, 1805 in Vermont and 

moved to Palmyra, NY when he was ten years 

old.



Mormonism began with Joseph Smith, Jr.

 He claims that when he was 15 years old, 

he was praying to God in a woods and saw 

a vision of God the Father and Jesus.



Mormonism began with Joseph Smith, Jr.

 He said that:

He was told to hear Jesus

He wanted to know which church he should 

join. He was told: none, for they are all an 

abomination in His sight.

He was told that God would restore to earth 

the Church originally organized by Jesus 

Christ, with all of its truths and priesthood 

authority.”



Mormonism began with Joseph Smith, Jr.

 Then on Sept. 21, 1823 he claims that the 

angel, Moroni appeared to him and 

disclosed the location of a partially buried 

box containing golden plates in the 

“reformed Egyptian tongue” together with 

two stones used for translating the plates.



Should we believe Joseph Smith, Jr.?

1. His reputation was not good:

 In 1826, he was arrested in New York for 

being a con artist. The warrant states:

 “Warrant issued upon written complaint upon 

oath of Peter G. Bridgeman, who informed that 

one Joseph Smith of Bainbridge was a 

disorderly person and an impostor. 



Should we believe Joseph Smith, Jr.?

Prisoner brought before the Court March 

20, 1826. Prisoner examined: says that he 

came from the town of Palmyra ... that he 

had a certain stone which he occasionally 

looked at to determine where hidden 

treasures in the bowels of the earth were; 

that he professed to tell in this manner 

where gold mines were a distance under 

ground ... 



Should we believe Joseph Smith, Jr.?

He pretended to tell by looking at this 

stone where coined money was buried in 

Pennsylvania, and while at Palmyra he 

frequently ascertained in that way where 

lost property was of various kinds...” 

(Court records of New York). 



Should we believe Joseph Smith, Jr.?

 Where are the plates?

 He claimed that an angel took them to 

heaven!



What the does the Bible teach?

 The Bible is complete 

 Jude 1:3 (NKJV) 

3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to 

you concerning our common salvation, I found 

it necessary to write to you exhorting you to 

contend earnestly for the faith which was 

once for all delivered to the saints. 



What the does the Bible teach?

 Don’t add to it 

Revelation 22:18-19 (NKJV) 

18 For I testify to everyone who hears the 

words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone 

adds to these things, God will add to him the 

plagues that are written in this book; 

19 and if anyone takes away from the words of 

the book of this prophecy, God shall take away 

his part from the Book of Life, from the holy 

city, and from the things which are written in 

this book. 



What the does the Bible teach?
 And that even if an angel from heaven… 

Galatians 1:6-9 (NKJV) 

6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon 

from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, 

to a different gospel, 

7 which is not another; but there are some 

who trouble you and want to pervert the 

gospel of Christ. 



What the does the Bible teach?
 And that even if an angel from heaven… 

Galatians 1:6-9 (NKJV) 

8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, 

preach any other gospel to you than what 

we have preached to you, let him be 

accursed. 

9 As we have said before, so now I say again, 

if anyone preaches any other gospel to you 

than what you have received, let him be 

accursed. 



What is the story of the Book of Mormon?

 The book claims to contain the religious 

writings of civilizations in Ancient America 

between 2200 B.C. and A.D. 421.

 It claims to give an eyewitness account of 

the ministry of Jesus Christ on the 

American continent following His 

resurrection in Jerusalem.



What is the story of the Book of Mormon?

 It claims to be the account of two great 

waves of immigration to the American 

continents.



1. Jaredites - told in Book of Ether

 They are said to have left region of tower 

of Babel about 2250 B.C. in 8 barges, as 

long as a tree. Built with a hole in top and 

bottom (Ether 2:20).



1. Jaredites - told in Book of Ether

 They landed at same time and place on 

West coast of Central America. They dwelt 

here, building many cities.



1. Jaredites - told in Book of Ether

 But they did not get along with one another 

and engaged in mighty battles in one of 

which 2 million were slain. The war 

continued until only 2 warriors left, one 

killing the other. Only the prophet Ether 

was left who recorded this on 24 plates.



2. Nephites - about 600 B.C.

 Lehi, a Jewish prophet of tribe of 

Manasseh, was forced to leave Jerusalem 

because of testimony against wickedness 

of Jews and impending destruction of 

Jerusalem.



2. Nephites - about 600 B.C.

 They built a ship and sailed eastward until 

they landed on west coast of South 

America. 



2. Nephites - about 600 B.C.

 The family of Laman and Lemuel were 

continually in rebellion against God thus 

were given a “skin of blackness” (2 Nephi 

5:21). Thus the American Indians are 

actually dark-skinned Israelites of tribe of 

Manasseh!



2. Nephites - about 600 B.C.
 The Nephites migrated to Central & North 

America and also founded great cities. Christ 

appeared to them and established His church in 

147 B.C. (Mosiah 18:17) and men were called 

Christians (Alma 46:15) and the plan of salvation 

was made known to them (Alma 24:14). 

 Christ appeared to them also after his 

resurrection, prescribed baptism, called and 

commissioned 12 apostles and instituted the 

Lord’s Supper.



2. Nephites - about 600 B.C.

 After 200 A.D. hostility arose between 

Nephites and Lamanites until 385 A.D. 

They fought last battle at hill Cumorah. The 

Lamanites killed all Nephites but one -

Moroni, whose father's name was Mormon. 



2. Nephites - about 600 B.C.

 Mormon had been writing all this history on 

golden plates. Moroni added some 

additional plates, then deposited them in 

this metal box shown to Joseph Smith 

1400 yrs. later.



The church established
 On April 6, 1830 the Mormon Church was 

organized—at the time it was called “The 

Church of Christ.”



The church established
 In 1834, thru the influence of Sidney 

Rigdon, (former member of the church who 

had a falling out with Alexander Campbell) 

the name was changed to “The Church of 

The Latter-day Saints,” dropping out 

Christ’s name.



The church established
 Later, Thomas B. Marsh, one of the original 

12 Mormon Apostles, decreed in 1838 that 

the name should be changed to “The 

Church Of Jesus Christ Of Latter-day 

Saints.”


