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Background 

The first king of Israel was a man named “Saul”
◦ Young, tall, good looking man

◦ 1 Samuel 9:2 (NKJV) 
2 And he had a choice and handsome son whose name was
Saul. There was not a more handsome person than he 
among the children of Israel. From his shoulders upward he 
was taller than any of the people. 



Background 

Saul began humbly 
◦ 1 Samuel 9:21 (NKJV) 

21 And Saul answered and said, "Am I not a 
Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel, and 
my family the least of all the families of the tribe of 
Benjamin? Why then do you speak like this to me?" 



Background 

Saul was given the Holy Spirit and a new heart 
◦ 1 Samuel 10:6 (NKJV) 

6 Then the Spirit of the LORD will come upon you, and you 
will prophesy with them and be turned into another man. 

◦ 1 Samuel 10:9 (NKJV) 
9 So it was, when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, 
that God gave him another heart; and all those signs came to 
pass that day. 



Character flaws

He had the right attitude at first, but he had two 
major character flaws – pride and jealousy.



He showed his pride

In offering a sacrifice that he had no right to 
offer (1 Sam 13:8-14)



He showed his pride

In disobeying the Lord’s command 
(1 Sam. 15:1-31)



He showed his jealousy

He showed his other 

character flaw against David



He showed his jealousy

When the people began to praise David by 
saying:
1 Samuel 18:7
 “7 So the women sang as they danced, and said: “Saul has 

slain his thousands, And David his ten thousands.”

 Saul, instead of rejoicing became jealous and 
sought to kill David.



He didn’t live right and he didn’t 
die right



Example

Witch at En Dor (1 Sam. 28)
◦ Deuteronomy 18:10, 11

◦ “10 “There shall not be found among you anyone who makes 
his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who 
practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets 
omens, or a sorcerer,

◦ 11 “or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or 
one who calls up the dead.”



Questions 

◦ Did Samuel rise? Yes! 

◦ Did the witch bring him up? No! She screamed! God 
brought him back!

◦ Why? To deliver a final message!



He didn’t live right and he didn’t 
die right



Committed suicide

Died by his own sword 
◦ 1 Samuel 31:1-4 (NKJV) 

1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the 
men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell 
slain on Mount Gilboa. 

◦ 2 Then the Philistines followed hard after Saul and his 
sons. And the Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, 
and Malchishua, Saul's sons. 



Committed suicide

Died by his own sword 
◦ 1 Samuel 31:1-4 (NKJV) 

3 The battle became fierce against Saul. The archers 
hit him, and he was severely wounded by the archers. 

◦ 4 Then Saul said to his armorbearer, "Draw your 
sword, and thrust me through with it, lest these 
uncircumcised men come and thrust me through and 
abuse me." But his armorbearer would not, for he 
was greatly afraid. Therefore Saul took a sword and 
fell on it. 



Contrast with another Saul

How Saul/Paul died 
◦ 2 Timothy 4:6-7 (NKJV) 

6 For I am already being poured out as a drink 
offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 
7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith.



Conclusion

We are all going to die! How we die depends on 
how we live!


