
Jesus in the Book of Colossians 
By

Robert C. Archer



Jesus – What He is



Jesus – What He is

• Deity in its fullness

– Colossians 2:9 (NKJV) 

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the 

Godhead bodily;

– Colossians 1:19 (NKJV) 

For it pleased the Father that in Him all the 

fullness should dwell, 

– Colossians 1:15 (NKJV) 

He is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn over all creation. 



He is

• The “fullness of the Godhead”

– “All the fullness of deity is not spread out in 

small doses to a group of spirits, but fully 

dwells in Christ alone”



He is

• “In the image of God” 

– Jesus Christ is the perfect, absolutely 

accurate image of God. He did not become 

the image of God at the incarnation, but has 

been that from all eternity



He is

• “He is Firstborn over all creation”

– It refers primarily to position, or rank. Israel 

(Jacob) was called God’s firstborn (Ex. 4:22) 

not in time but in preeminence. 



Jesus – What He is

• Head of the church

– Colossians 1:18 (NKJV) 

And He is the head of the body, the church, 

who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, that in all things He may have the 

preeminence. 



He is

• “Head” 

– From Him comes all control, direction and 

authority.



He is

• “Beginning” 

– As head of the Body, Jesus holds the chief 

position, or highest rank in the church. As 

the beginning, He is its originator.



He is

• “Firstborn from the dead” 

– Of all those who have been raised from the 

dead, or ever will be, Christ is the highest in 

rank.



He is

• “Preeminence”

– First place in everything



Jesus – What He is

• The head of all principality and power

– Colossians 2:10 (NKJV) 

and you are complete in Him, who is the 

head of all principality and power. 



Jesus – What He is

• Basis for the believer’s hope

– Colossians 1:27 (NKJV) 

To them God willed to make known what are 

the riches of the glory of this mystery among 

the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the 

hope of glory.



Jesus – What He did



Jesus – What He did

• Created all things

– Colossians 1:16-17 (NKJV) 

For by Him all things were created that are in 

heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or principalities or 

powers. All things were created through Him and for 

Him. 

And He is before all things, and in Him all things 

consist.

– “All things” means that He is NOT a created being! He 

couldn’t create Himself.



Jesus – What He did

• Removed the Old Testament system

– Colossians 2:14 (NKJV) 

having wiped out the handwriting of 

requirements that was against us, which 

was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of 

the way, having nailed it to the cross. 



Jesus – What He did

• Made reconciliation possible

– Colossians 1:20-22 (NKJV) 

and by Him to reconcile all things to 

Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or 

things in heaven, having made peace through 

the blood of His cross. 

And you, who once were alienated and 

enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet 

now He has reconciled 



Jesus – What He did

• Made reconciliation possible

– Mankind is separated from God because of 

sin (Isa. 59:2)

– Jesus provides reconciliation 

• Colossians 1:20 (NKJV) 
and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, 

by Him, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, having made peace through the blood 
of His cross. 



Jesus – What He does



Jesus – What He does

• Sustainer of all things

– Colossians 1:16-17 (NKJV) 

For by Him all things were created that are in 

heaven and that are on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

principalities or powers. All things were 

created through Him and for Him. 

And He is before all things, and in Him all 

things consist.



Jesus – What He does

• Redeems us

– Colossians 1:14 (NKJV) 

in whom we have redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of sins. 



Jesus – What He does

• Provides power for the Christian’s new life

– Colossians 1:11 (NKJV) 

strengthened with all might, according to 

His glorious power, for all patience and 

longsuffering with joy; 

– Colossians 1:29 (NKJV) 

To this end I also labor, striving according to 

His working which works in me mightily.



Our Responses 



Our Responses 

• Continue in the faith

– Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) 

if indeed you continue in the faith, 

grounded and steadfast, and are not moved 

away from the hope of the gospel which you 

heard, which was preached to every creature 

under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a 

minister. 



Our Responses 

• Respond with focus

– Colossians 3:2 (NKJV) 

Set your mind on things above, not on 

things on the earth.



Our Responses 

• Respond with action

– Colossians 3:5 (NKJV) 

Therefore put to death your members 

which are on the earth: fornication, 

uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and 

covetousness, which is idolatry. 



Our Responses 

• Respond with action

– Colossians 3:12 (NKJV) 

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 

beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 

humility, meekness, longsuffering



Our Responses 

• Respond with sharing

– Colossians 4:16 (NKJV) 

Now when this epistle is read among you, 

see that it is read also in the church of the 

Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the 

epistle from Laodicea.



Conclusion

• We can’t be wrong about Jesus and be saved!

– John 8:24 (NKJV) 

Therefore I said to you that you will die in 

your sins; for if you do not believe that I am 

He, you will die in your sins.”


