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"Is there a pattern?"



Common sense demands it

 To deny that there is a pattern means 

that God has given us no direction.

 No direction as to what to do in worship; how 

to determine the churches' work and how to go 

about working for God.

 The Bible says that it is NOT in man to direct 

his own footsteps (Jer. 10:23), but some are 

saying, "Not so!"



Common sense demands it

To deny that there is a pattern means 

that what God planned from the very 

beginning is on its own without 

direction.



Common sense demands it

Eph. 3:10-11

"to the intent that now the manifold wisdom 

of God might be made known by the church 

to the principalities and powers in the 

heavenly places,

according to the eternal purpose which He 

accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord,"



The Bible teaches it

 God has always given His servants a 

pattern.

 Cain and Abel 

 Genesis 4:4 (NKJV) 

4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock 

and of their fat. And the LORD respected Abel and 

his offering, 



The Bible teaches it

 Noah 

 Genesis 6:14-16 (NKJV) 

14 "Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms 

in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. 

15 And this is how you shall make it: The length of 

the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty 

cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 

16 You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall 

finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the 

ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, 

and third decks.



The Bible teaches it

 The tabernacle 

 Hebrews 8:5 (NKJV) 
5 who serve the copy and shadow of the 

heavenly things, as Moses was divinely 

instructed when he was about to make the 

tabernacle. For He said, "See that you make all 

things according to the pattern shown you on 

the mountain."



The Bible teaches it

 Nadab and Abihu sinned when they 

departed from the pattern 

 Leviticus 10:1-2 (NKJV) 
1 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, 

each took his censer and put fire in it, put 

incense on it, and offered profane fire before 

the LORD, which He had not commanded 

them. 
2 So fire went out from the LORD and 

devoured them, and they died before the 

LORD. 



The Bible teaches it

 After the church was established, they 

continued in the apostles' doctrine 

 Acts 2:42 (NKJV) 

And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' 

doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of 

bread, and in prayers. 



The Bible teaches it

 The church was to follow the apostles

 1 Corinthians 11:1 (NKJV) 

Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. 



The Bible teaches it

 The church was to follow the apostles

 Philippians 3:17 (NKJV) 

Brethren, join in following my example, and 

note those who so walk, as you have us for a 

pattern.



They were to follow the apostle's 

"faith" not their personal faith, 

but "the faith"



"Faith" is used in two senses:

1. Subjective – personal faith

2. Objectively – the body of truth



"Faith" is used objectively 

In the following passages, "faith" is 

used in the objective sense meaning "the 

system of things believed" or the "body 

of truth"



It was "the faith" that was preached 

 Galatians 1:23 (NKJV) 

But they were hearing only, "He who 

formerly persecuted us now preaches the 

faith which he once tried to destroy."



It was the faith they were to unite on 

 Ephesians 4:5 (NKJV) 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism;



It was the faith was to be imparted to others 

 2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) 

And the things that you have heard from 

me among many witnesses, commit these 

to faithful men who will be able to teach 

others also. 



And the faith they were to contend for 

 Jude 1:3 (NKJV) 

Beloved, while I was very diligent to write 

to you concerning our common salvation, I 

found it necessary to write to you 

exhorting you to contend earnestly for the 

faith which was once for all delivered to 

the saints. 



Does it make any difference?

 Failure to follow the pattern produces 

apostasy. 

 1 Timothy 4:1-3 (NKJV) 

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some 

will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving 

spirits and doctrines of demons,

 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own 

conscience seared with a hot iron,

 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from 

foods which God created to be received with 

thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 



Does it make any difference?

 Why? Because of the danger of adding 

to it! 



Does it make any difference?

 It does to our salvation 

 1 Timothy 4:16 (NKJV) 
16 Take heed to yourself and to the 

doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing 

this you will save both yourself and those 

who hear you.



Conclusion 

There is a pattern that we 

must follow to please God!


