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What is imputation? 

l Define it by example  
u Philemon 1:18 
u “18 But if he has wronged you or owes 

anything, put that on my account.” 



False Doctrine of Calvinism  

l Calvinism teaches: 
u That Adam’s sin is imputed to all mankind 
u Mankind’s sins are imputed to Christ 
u Christ’s perfect righteousness is then 

imputed to the believer 
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The Bible teaches 

l We come into the world sinless  
u Ezek. 18:20 “The soul who sins shall die. 

The son shall not bear the guilt of the 
father, nor the father bear the guilt of the 
son. The righteousness of the righteous 
shall be upon himself, and the wickedness 
of the wicked shall be upon himself.”  



The Bible teaches 

l We yield to temptation and sin  
u Rom. 3:23 “for all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God” 



The Bible teaches 

l This sin is imputed or put to our account 
u Psa. 32:2 “Blessed is the man to whom the 

Lord does not impute iniquity, And in whose 
spirit there is no deceit.” 



The Bible teaches 

l We can’t pay the debt  
u Rom. 7:24 “O wretched man that I am! 

Who will deliver me from this body of 
death?” 



The Bible teaches 

l  Jesus paid the price for our sin with His own 
blood  
u  Heb. 9:11-12 “But Christ came as High Priest of 

the good things to come, with the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that 
is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats 
and calves, but with His own blood He entered the 
Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained 
eternal redemption.” 



The Bible teaches 

l Our sin is forgiven and righteousness 
(justification) is put to our account  
u  Rom. 4:22-25 “And therefore “it was accounted to 

him for righteousness.” Now it was not written for 
his sake alone that it was imputed to him, but also 
for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him 
who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who 
was delivered up because of our offenses, and 
was raised because of our justification.” 



The Bible teaches 

l Why does Jesus do this? Because of 
our faith  
u Rom. 3:27 “Where is boasting then? It is 

excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but 
by the law of faith.” 



Illustration – Abraham  

l Applied to different occasions  
u His believing God  & the promise                            

(Gen. 15:6 – Rom. 4:1-10; 22) 
u The offering of Isaac                                

(Gen. 22:1-18 – Jas. 2:21-23) 



Summary 

l What the Bible teaches: 
u God, on the basis of Christ’s death puts 

righteousness to the account of the 
believer when they believe. 

u They are righteous because they are 
forgiven, although still unworthy (Lk. 17:10) 



False Doctrine of Calvinism  

l Calvinism teaches: 
u That Adam’s sin is imputed to all mankind 
u Mankind’s sins are imputed to Christ 
u Christ’s perfect righteousness is then 

imputed to the believer 
l Calvinism is wrong! 
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Quote 

l  Yet, the Bible teaches that we are responsible for our 
own sin (Ezek. 18:20) 

l  “The dictum of this doctrine, which results in its self-
destruction, is that acquired characteristics cannot be 
transmitted to the offspring, and that is the reason, 
they say, that the righteousness of the parents cannot 
be transmitted to their children... this principle must 
work both ways, and utterly destroys the theory of 
inherited depravity.  



Quote 

l  Here is why. Whatever depravity or sinfulness Adam and 
Eve had was an acquired characteristic. If that is not 
true, then their sinfulness would have been inherited, 
which would mean that Adam and Eve inherited sin from 
God!  



Quote 

l  Therefore, there was no depravity, and no sinfulness in 
Adam and Eve until they acquired that characteristic by 
disobedience. But since acquired characteristics of 
parents cannot be transmitted to their children, Adam 
and Eve did not, could not, transmit their depravity to 
their prosperity” (Bulwarks of The Faith, Foy E. Wallace, 
Jr. Publications, Oklahoma City, 1951, p. 377). 
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9:11-12; 2 Cor. 5:21)
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Bible Teaches: 

 We are responsible for our 
own sin (2 Cor. 5:10) 



Conclusion 

l The Bible teaches: 
u God, on the basis of Christ’s death, puts 

righteousness to the account of the 
believer when they believe. They are 
righteous because they are forgiven, 
although still unworthy       (Lk. 17:10). 


