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How could He make the 
common people see what 

it meant to be a true 
servant of God? 



He begins with the beatitudes 



n By describing what they are 
Ø Matthew 5:3-12 
Ø 3  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven.  
Ø 4  Blessed are those who mourn, For they 

shall be comforted.  
Ø 5  Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit 

the earth.  
Ø 6  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

for righteousness, For they shall be filled.  



n What they do 
Ø Matthew 5:3-12 (NKJV)  

7  Blessed are the merciful, For they shall 
obtain mercy.  

Ø 8  Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall 
see God.  

Ø 9  Blessed are the peacemakers, For they 
shall be called sons of God.  



n How they are treated 
Ø Matthew 5:10-12 (NKJV)  

10  Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven.  

Ø 11  "Blessed are you when they revile and 
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil 
against you falsely for My sake.  

Ø 12  Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great 
is your reward in heaven, for so they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.  



But again: 
How could He make the 

common people see what it 
meant to be a true servant 

of God? 



First, the beatitudes, then He shocks 
them with the statement that their 
righteousness must exceed that of 

the scribes and Pharisees!  



He illustrates what He means  

n You believe that murder is wrong – 
that’s right, but what causes murder 
is wrong also – hate! 



He illustrates what He means  

n You believe that adultery is wrong – 
that’s right, but what causes adultery 
is wrong also – lust! 



He illustrates what He means  

n You believe that divorce for any 
reason is okay – that’s wrong! You 
can divorce only for adultery 



He illustrates what He means  

n You say that swearing by the temple 
will validate your word, but if you 
swear by lesser things you can 
ignore it. I say let your “yes be yes…” 



He illustrates what He means  

n You say, “an eye for an eye…” and 
use it for personal vengeance. That 
law was for government, not for the 
individual. 



He illustrates what He means  

n Now the last: “love thy neighbor and 
hate your enemy” 



What the Law taught 
n  Leviticus 19:17-18 

Ø 17  'You shall not hate your brother in 
your heart. You shall surely rebuke your 
neighbor, and not bear sin because of 
him.  

Ø 18  You shall not take vengeance, nor 
bear any grudge against the children of 
your people, but you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 



What the Law taught 
n Exodus 23:4, 5 

Ø “4 “If you meet your enemy’s ox or his 
donkey going astray, you shall surely 
bring it back to him again. 

Ø 5 “If you see the donkey of one who 
hates you lying under its burden, and 
you would refrain from helping it, you 
shall surely help him with it.” 



What the Law taught 

n Proverbs 24:17 
Ø “17 Do not rejoice when your enemy 

falls, And do not let your heart be glad 
when he stumbles;” 



What the Law taught 

n Proverbs 24:29 
Ø “29 Do not say, “I will do to him just as 

he has done to me; I will render to the 
man according to his work.”” 



What the Law taught 

n Proverbs 20:22 
Ø “22 Do not say, “I will recompense evil”; 

Wait for the LORD, and He will save 
you.” 



What the Law taught 

n Proverbs 25:21, 22 
Ø “21 If your enemy is hungry, give him 

bread to eat; And if he is thirsty, give him 
water to drink; 

Ø 22 For so you will heap coals of fire on 
his head, And the LORD will reward 
you.” 



How they reasoned  

n The law didn’t say, “Thou shall not 
hate your enemy” so they could. 
Ø True, but love excludes hate 



How they reasoned  

n Our neighbors are our fellow Jews, 
so we love them and hate others. 
Ø No, neighbors are those in need  

(Lk. 10:25-37) 



How they reasoned  

n And didn’t God prohibit intermingling 
with the Canaanites when they 
entered Canaan? 
Ø Yes, but as a judgment from God 



Jesus’ teaching 

n  “Love your enemies”  
Ø Matthew 5:44 (NRSV)  

44  But I say to you, Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you 

Ø Who? Context  



Jesus’ teaching 

n  “Pray for them” 
Ø Matthew 5:44 (NRSV)  

44  But I say to you, Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you 



Examples 
n  Jesus 

Ø Luke 23:34 (NKJV)  
34  Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what they 
do."  
 



Examples 
n Stephen 

Ø Acts 7:60 (NKJV)  
60  Then he knelt down and cried out 
with a loud voice, "Lord, do not charge 
them with this sin." And when he had 
said this, he fell asleep.  



Examples 
n Paul’s instruction  

Ø Romans 12:20 (NKJV)  
20  Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, 
feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a 
drink; For in so doing you will heap 
coals of fire on his head."  



Jesus’ teaching 
n Why? To be sons  

Ø Matthew 5:45 (NKJV)  
45  that you may be sons of your Father 
in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sends rain 
on the just and on the unjust.  



Jesus’ teaching 
n Why? Because it is reasonable  

Ø Matthew 5:46-47 (NKJV)  
46  For if you love those who love you, 
what reward have you? Do not even the 
tax collectors do the same?  
47  And if you greet your brethren only, 
what do you do more than others? Do 
not even the tax collectors do so?  



Jesus’ teaching 
n Why? To be “perfect”  

Ø Matthew 5:48 (NKJV)  
48  Therefore you shall be perfect, just 
as your Father in heaven is perfect.  



Conclusion 

n What our attitude should be 
Ø Galatians 6:10 (NKJV)  

10  Therefore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all, especially to those 
who are of the household of faith.  


