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What is “godliness”?

Godliness comes from the Greek word “eusebia” 

and is used in the New Testament to express the 

idea of inner piety or spirituality. 

Vine defines this word as, “piety, which, 

characterized by a God-ward attitude”

Thayer defines it as, “Reverence, respect, in the 

Bible everywhere piety towards God, godliness.” 



What is “godliness”?

Clinton Hamilton states that that there are two 

aspects of godliness:

A deep respect and reverence for God 

It’s that respect that exhibits itself in 

one’s behavior toward God



What is “godliness”?

So there are two parts to godliness. 

First, there is the “God-ward attitude” of 

“reverence and respect.” 

Second, there also is the “doing of what is 

pleasing” to God, as the “duty” that we owe 

Him. 



Examples 

Joseph’s reverence for God kept him from 

sinning (Gen. 39:9)

King David’s reverence for God brought 

him to repentance (Psa. 51:4)

Moses’ reverence for God gave him 

courage to forsake Egypt (Heb. 11:27)



If you have this quality

You have a thirst for God (Psa. 42:1-4; 

Matt. 5:6)

Your focus is upon God 

Bodily fitness (1 Tim. 4:7-8)

Money (1 Tim. 6:6; 10-11)



If you have this quality

You worship God (Rev. 1:10; Jn. 4:24)

You seek God on His terms (Acts 10:2)

You show respect and reverence for God 

by studying and obeying His Word (Jn. 

14:15)<



How can we develop godliness?

Two things:

Attitude toward God

Attitude toward self



How can we develop godliness?

Examples

Job (Job 42:1-6)

Isaiah (Isa. 6:1-8)

Peter (Lk. 5:8)



Conclusion

Godliness, as an attitude, permeates all the 

Christian virtues that Peter lists, as it is the 

motivating factor behind our growth as 

Christians. 

We do not and cannot grow as Christians 

without first having the desire to be more 

spiritual, which is the attitude of godliness. 


