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What is knowledge?

• Greek word is “Gnōsis” 

– “Gnosis is practical knowledge that 

which enables a man to decide rightly 

and act honorably in day to day 

circumstances.” (Barclay)



Knowledge is necessary to make the 

right decisions

• Saul of Tarsus had courage, but 

lacked knowledge 

– Acts 7:58 (NKJV) 

and they cast him out of the city and 

stoned him. And the witnesses laid 

down their clothes at the feet of a 

young man named Saul. 



Knowledge is necessary to make the 

right decisions

• The Jews Paul prayed for had zeal, 

but lacked knowledge 

– Romans 10:1-4 (NKJV) 
1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and 

prayer to God for Israel is that they 

may be saved. >



Knowledge is necessary to make the 

right decisions

– Romans 10:1-4 (NKJV) 
2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal 

for God, but not according to knowledge. 
3 For they being ignorant of God’s 

righteousness, and seeking to establish their 

own righteousness, have not submitted to the 

righteousness of God. 
4 For Christ is the end of the law for 

righteousness to everyone who believes. 



What faith 

without 

knowledge will do



Faith without knowledge will:

• Have perverted notions about God 

– Romans 1:23 (NKJV) 

and changed the glory of the 

incorruptible God into an image made 

like corruptible man--and birds and 

four-footed animals and creeping 

things. 



Faith without knowledge will:

• Turn the grace of God into license 

– Jude 1:4 (NKJV) 

For certain men have crept in 

unnoticed, who long ago were marked 

out for this condemnation, ungodly 

men, who turn the grace of our God 

into lewdness and deny the only Lord 

God and our Lord Jesus Christ. 



Faith without knowledge will:

• Misapply scripture 

– 2 Peter 3:15-16 (NKJV) 
15 and consider that the longsuffering 

of our Lord is salvation--as also our 

beloved brother Paul, according to the 

wisdom given to him, has written to 

you, 



Faith without knowledge will:

• Misapply scripture 

– 2 Peter 3:15-16 (NKJV) 
16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in 

them of these things, in which are some 

things hard to understand, which 

untaught and unstable people twist to 

their own destruction, as they do also 

the rest of the Scriptures. 



Faith without knowledge will:

• Depend upon feelings 

– Acts 26:9 (NKJV) 

Indeed, I myself thought I must do 

many things contrary to the name of 

Jesus of Nazareth. 



Faith without knowledge will:

• Be like a fire that gives warmth, 

but not life and growth 

– 2 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) 

but grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 

Him be the glory both now and forever. 

Amen. 



What does this 

knowledge 

include?



What does this knowledge include?

• Understanding ourselves 

– Examine SELF

• 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) 

Examine yourselves as to whether you are 

in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not 

know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 

you?--unless indeed you are disqualified. 



What does this knowledge include?

• Ask:

– Why am I serving God?

– What do I think about?

– Why am I here this morning?

– What makes me happy?

– What is my ultimate goal?



What does this knowledge include?

• Understanding others 

– Be able to see a brother where before we 

saw a slave 

• Philemon 1:16 (NKJV) 

no longer as a slave but more than a slave-

-a beloved brother, especially to me but 

how much more to you, both in the flesh 

and in the Lord. 



What does this knowledge include?

• Understanding God’s will 

– Commanded

• Ephesians 5:17 (NKJV) 

Therefore do not be unwise, but 

understand what the will of the 

Lord is.



What does this knowledge include?

• God’s will is

– Not burdensome 

• 1 John 5:3 (NKJV) 

For this is the love of God, that we keep 

His commandments. And His 

commandments are not burdensome. 



What does this knowledge include?

• God’s will is

– For our benefit 

• Mark 2:27(NKJV) 

27 And He said to them, “The 

Sabbath was made for man, and 

not man for the Sabbath. 



Conclusion

• Psalm 1:1-6 (NKJV) 
1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in 

the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands 

in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the 

seat of the scornful; 
2 But his delight is in the law of the 

LORD, And in His law he meditates 

day and night. 


