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Call your attention 
to 

Mal 3:13-18



They charge:

“It is useless to serve God; what profit is it
that we have kept His ordinance, and that 
we have walked as mourners”



So

Is it useless (vain, worthless, 
empty) to serve God?



Their attitude

 "Your words have been stout (KJV) against Me," 
Says the LORD, "Yet you say, 'What have we spoken 
against You?' (Mal. 3:13)
The Hebrew word translated, “stout” (KJV) 

means "to be hardened, firm, severe, 
grievous, rigid, courageous, or bold.

NASV uses, the term, “Arrogant” 



This attitude comes from 

A proud heart
Proverbs 16:18 (NKJV) 

18 Pride goes before destruction, And a 
haughty spirit before a fall. 



What pride does

Mattoon writes:
Pride or arrogance blinds a person to the 

weaknesses in their behavior. It sharpens 
our focus on the faults of others, but not 
the faults in our own lives. Pride says, "I 
am better than they are.”



What pride does

The arrogant person fails to see the 
needs in his own life. It causes him to be 
unteachable because he doesn't think 
anything is wrong. His problems are not 
solved because he doesn't admit that he 
has any problems. 



What pride does

If there is any type of conflict, he blames 
others and fails to take any responsibility 
for his own actions. For this reason, he 
eventually suffers from constant disputes 
and disagreements, dishonor and 
disrepute, defeat and destruction, 
debasement and disgrace. (Mattoon 
Treasures)



This attitude comes from 

An empty heart 
 Matthew 23:27-28 (NKJV) 

27 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed 
tombs which indeed appear beautiful 
outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's
bones and all uncleanness. 

 28 Even so you also outwardly appear 
righteous to men, but inside you are full of 
hypocrisy and lawlessness. 



This attitude comes from 

A bitter heart 
Hebrews 12:15 (NKJV) 

looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the 
grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 
springing up cause trouble, and by this many 
become defiled; 



Their contention

“It is a waste of time
serving the Lord”



Many feel that way today. Why?

 God didn’t answer their prayers in the 
ways they thought
They fail to realize that God answers 

prayers according to His will. His will for us 
is always for our good

1 John 5:14 (NKJV) 
14 Now this is the confidence that we 
have in Him, that if we ask anything 
according to His will, He hears us. 



Why?

They don’t want moral restraints 
Their motto is to live for now, eat, 

drink, and be merry.
They listen to the false teachers who 

promise liberty, they themselves are 
slaves of corruption (2 Pet. 2:19)



Why?

They don’t feel they are appreciated.
Examples: diligent workers for the Lord.
Reward doesn’t always come in this life 

(2 Tim. 4:6-8)



Why?

The ungodly have more than they do
More what? Material things is what they 

mean! 
They suffer under the delusion that the 

more they have the happier they will be!
The rich young ruler thought so. 

(Mt. 19:16-29)
Peter’s question, “Lord we have left all…”



Why? 

 They think that serving the Lord as a 
waste, because of persecution that is 
involved 
Jesus said that it will bring joy 

(Mt. 5:10-12)



Why?

Some look at serving the Lord as a 
waste, because deceived or 
discouraged by others
They need to realize that our Savior is 

Christ and He will never fail us.



Why?

 Some look at serving the Lord as a waste, 
because they feel that they can’t serve 
Him. They will fail!
Example: Riegals the guy who 

ran the wrong way



Why?

We don’t have to fail!
Philippians 4:13 (NKJV) 

I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me. 

 Isaiah 41:10 (NKJV) 
Fear not, for I am with you; Be not 
dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with My righteous right hand.' 



Their answer from God

To those who fear Him, He says:
“They shall be mine”
“The day I make them my jewels”
“I will spare them”



Conclusion

Malachi 3:18 (NKJV) 
Then you shall again discern Between 
the righteous and the wicked, Between 
one who serves God And one who 
does not serve Him.


