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Two questions

1. “What is the offense of the cross?”

2. “What is the curse of the cross?”



“What is the offense of the cross?”

• Galatians 5:11

• “11 And I, brethren, if I still preach 
circumcision, why do I still suffer 
persecution? Then the offense of the 
cross has ceased.”



“What is the offense of the cross?”

The Greek word translated “offence” 
means: a thing that offends, a 

stumblingblock. (Strong's)



“What is the offense of the cross?”

The answer is found in  1 Cor. 1:17-31

• 1 Corinthians 1:23

• “23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the 
Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks 
foolishness,”



“What is the offense of the cross?”

• “Jews a stumbling block”

• They were expecting an earthy king and a 
powerful earthly kingdom desire the 
prophecies of Psa. 22 and Isa. 53



“What is the offense of the cross?”

• “…to the Greeks foolishness,”

• Greeks generally believed that all matter was 

evil and that everything spiritual was good. It 

was therefore inconceivable to them that a god 

could come to earth as a man. (MacArthur)



The second question

1. “What is the offense of the cross?”

2. “What is the curse of the cross?”



“What is the curse of the cross?”

Turn to Gal. 3:10-14

• Gal. 3:10-14 (NKJV)

• “10 For as many as are of the works of 
the law are under the curse; for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who does 
not continue in all things which are 
written in the book of the law, to do 
them.”



“What is the curse of the cross?”

• Turn to Gal. 3:10-14

• Gal. 3:10-14 (NKJV)

• 11 But that no one is justified by the law 
in the sight of God is evident, for “the just 
shall live by faith.”



“What is the curse of the cross?”

• Turn to Gal. 3:10-14

• Gal. 3:10-14 (NKJV)

• 12 Yet the law is not of faith, but “the man
who does them shall live by them.”



“What is the curse of the cross?”

• Turn to Gal. 3:10-14

• Gal. 3:10-14 (NKJV)

• 13 Christ has redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, having become a 
curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed is
everyone who hangs on a tree”),



“What is the curse of the cross?”

• Turn to Gal. 3:10-14

• Gal. 3:10-14 (NKJV)

• 14 that the blessing of Abraham might 
come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, 
that we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit through faith.”



What is the curse of the cross?

• To understand, we must define the word

• THE GREEK WORD MEANS... “To curse; to be 
condemned and doomed to punishment by 
the righteous judgment of God” (Practical 

Word Studies in The New Testament)



What is the curse of the cross?

• Since it is a quotation from O.T., 
determine what it means

• Deuteronomy 21:22-23 (NKJV) 

22 "If a man has committed a sin deserving of 

death, and he is put to death, and you hang him 

on a tree, 



What is the curse of the cross?

• Since it is a quotation from O.T., 
determine what it means

• Deuteronomy 21:22-23 (NKJV) 

23 his body shall not remain overnight on the 

tree, but you shall surely bury him that day, so 

that you do not defile the land which the LORD

your God is giving you as an inheritance; for 

he who is hanged is accursed of God. 



What is the curse of the cross?

• To understand, we must examine the context 

• Book of Galatians its purpose



What is the curse of the cross?

• To understand, we must examine the context 

• Immediate context

• Christ has redeemed us from then curse 
of the law (being separated from God 
because of disobedience to the Law).

• His point is that the law condemns; faith 
in Christ justifies.



But what does he mean that Christ 
became “a curse for us?”



Different views

1. That Jesus died NOT AS a sinner but a 
sinner

• "And this, no doubt, all the prophets did 
foresee in spirit, that Christ should become 
the greatest transgressor, murderer,
adulterer, thief, rebel, and blasphemer, That 
Ever Was Or Could Be In The World. (Luther)



Different views
1. That Jesus died NOT AS a sinner but a 

sinner

• For he, being made a sacrifice for the sins of the 
whole world, is not now an innocent person, 
and without sins; is not now the Son of God, 
born of the Virgin Mary; but a sinner which 
hath and carrieth the sin of Paul, who was a 
blasphemer, an oppressor, and a persecutor; of 
Peter, which denied Christ; of David, which was 
an adulterer, a murderer…that he might make 
satisfaction for them with his own blood. 
(Luther)



Different views

2. That sins of mankind were imputed to Him

• Calvinism talks about three imputations

1. Adam’s sin to man

2. Man’s sin to Christ

3. Christ’s righteousness to man



THE RIGHT VIEW

3. That Jesus died AS a sinner NOT a 
sinner. And that He took upon the sins of 
mankind as a sin offering, but His 
sinlessness NEVER changed



Conclusion 

• More next week


