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Qualities of a faithful gospel preacher

• Love - for God, people and the truth

• Courage - to defend the truth and 

expose error

• Ability - to learn the truth and preach 

the truth

• Patience - with people and elements

• Commitment - to live the life



Living the life means to

Live sincerely (1 Thess. 2:1-12)



Living the life means to

• Deal with adversity 

• Jeremiah – imprisoned in a cistern 

(Jer. 6)

• Paul – beaten, stoned, ship wrecked, 

etc. (2 Cor. 11)

• Stephen – stoned to death (Acts 

7:58-60)



Living the life means to

• Deal with criticism 

• Criticism comes in two forms

• Positive: from someone who knows 

what you have done wrong and is kind 

enough to tell you about it. When this is 

the case the critic is your best friend

• Negative: When the critic is wrong or 

the critic is just hateful and vindictive. 



How can preachers deal with the 

negative kind of criticism?



An example
• Lincoln

• “If I were to try to read, much less answer, all 
the attacks made on me, this shop might as 
well be closed for any other business. 

• I do the very best I know how, the very best I 
can, and I mean to keep on doing so until the 
end.

• If the end brings me out all right, then what is 
said against me won’t matter.

• If the end brings me out wrong, then ten 
angels swearing I was right would make no 
difference.” 



Living the life means to

• Set the example 

• 1 Timothy 4:12 (NKJV) 
12 Let no one despise your youth, but be 

an example to the believers in word, in 

conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.



Five areas in which to be an 

example to the church: 

“Word” 

• Matt. 12:34–37; Eph. 4:15; Col. 4:6



Five areas in which to be an 

example to the church: 

“Conduct” (righteous living)

• 1 Pet. 1:15; 2:12; 3:16



Five areas in which to be an 

example to the church: 

“Love” (self-sacrificial service for 

others)

• John 15:13



Five areas in which to be an 

example to the church: 

“Faith” (not belief, but faithfulness or 

commitment)

• 1 Cor. 4:2



Five areas in which to be an 

example to the church: 

“Purity” (especially sexual purity)

• 1 Thess. 4:1-8


