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CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO:

• Matthew 5:21-26 (NKJV) 

21 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not 

murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.' 

22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a 

cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his 

brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, 

'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell fire. 

23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember 

that your brother has something against you, 

24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be 

reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 

25 Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with 

him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you 

over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 

26 Assuredly, I say to you, you will by no means get out of there till 

you have paid the last penny.



*QUESTION*

Is He contrasting what He says with the OT 

law or with the Scribes and Pharisees’ 

interpretation of the Law?



QUESTION 

• Answer:

• He is contrasting His teaching with the Scribes 

and Pharisees’ interpretation of the Law – NOT 

the OT law.

• Why?

• He has shown His respect for the Law (Matt. 

5:17-19) and will show it throughout His life 

upon this earth.



SEVERAL REASONS WHY THAT IS SO

• He shows that they have added to the law

• Matthew 5:43 (NKJV) 

"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your 

neighbor and (hate your enemy)' (Not in scripture)

• When He quotes scripture, He says, “It is 

written” not “you have heard”.

• His respect for the OT scriptures 

(Matt. 4:4, 7, 10).



WHAT WERE THEY DOING?

• One writer says:

• “In general, they were trying to reduce the 

challenge of the law, to relax the commands of 

God, and so make His moral demands more 

manageable and less exacting”.



THE FIRST ILLUSTRATION 

“Matthew 5:21 (NKJV) 

"You have heard that it was said to 

those of old, 'You shall not murder, and 

whoever murders will be in danger of 

the judgment.' 



THE FIRST ILLUSTRATION 

• “But I say to you that whoever is angry 

with his brother without a cause”

• “Without a cause” is not in some manuscripts, 

but it correctly interprets what Jesus meant.

• He is speaking of unrighteous anger of pride, 

vanity, hatred, malice and revenge.



THE FIRST ILLUSTRATION 

• He warns against expressing our anger

• He warns against calling our brother:

• “Raca” meaning “empty headed” an insult 

to a person’s intelligence. 

• “Fool” or a rebel or outcast.



WHAT DOES HE MEAN?

• A.B. Bruce says:

• “Raca expresses contempt for a man’s 

head=you stupid; “fool” expresses contempt 

for his heart and character=you scoundrel.

• Angry thoughts and insulting words may 

never lead to actual murder, but Jesus 

condemns the very attitude that leads to 

murder.



JOHN SAYS

• 1 John 3:15 (NKJV) 

15 Whoever hates his brother is a 

murderer, and you know that no murderer 

has eternal life abiding in him. 



JOHN SAYS

• One writer has said:

• Anger and insults are ugly symptoms of 

desire to get rid of someone who stands in 

our way – it is the attitude that says, “We wish 

he were dead!”



PENALTIES 

• Angry without a cause - Judgment 

• Call him “raca” - Council

• Call him “fool” - Hell



WHAT TO DO

• If our brother has something against us

• Go and be reconciled (5:23-24)



WHAT TO DO

• If we have a dispute with others

• Agree with them quickly (5:25-26)


