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 Local churches in NT times

 Sounded out the Word in their area 

▪ 1 Thessalonians 1:8 

For from you the word of the Lord has sounded 

forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in 

every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so 

that we do not need to say anything. 



 Local churches in NT times

 Sent out men to preach 

▪ Acts 13:1-3 
1 Now in the church that was at Antioch there were 

certain prophets and teachers…
2 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy 

Spirit said, "Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul 

for the work to which I have called them." 
3 Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on 

them, they sent them away. 



 Local churches in NT times

 Supported preachers in the field

▪ Philippians 4:15 

Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning 

of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no 

church shared with me concerning giving and 

receiving but you only. 

▪ 2 Corinthians 11:8 

I robbed other churches, taking wages from them to 

minister to you. 



 About 62 AD, Paul wrote in: 

 Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) 
23 if indeed you continue in the faith, 

grounded and steadfast, and are not 

moved away from the hope of the gospel 

which you heard, which was preached to 

every creature under heaven, of which I, 

Paul, became a minister. 



 Missionary Society
 In the 1840’s Alexander Campbell preached that the 

church wasn’t doing enough to evangelize the world. 
He proposed that the church universal be activated. 

 In 1849 at Cincinnati, Ohio the Christian Missionary 
Society was formed. Alexander Campbell became its 
first president.

 It was an organization that collected money from 
churches and individuals and sent preachers out to 
preach the gospel.

 Questions were raised about the scriptural authority 
for it.

 That and the instrument of music split the church.



Missionary Society



 No authority for it!

 Church is all-sufficient to do its own 

work without human institutions. 



 Sponsoring church
 In the 1950’s again brethren tried improve on 

God’s plan. A church in Abilene, TX started a radio 
program to reach the lost called the Herald of 
Truth.

 They couldn’t pay for it by themselves so they 
asked other churches to send money to them to 
carry on this radio program.

 This method of raising money for a work beyond 
the ability for the originating church is called the 
“sponsoring church arrangement”. 

 A sponsoring church is one that takes on more 
than it can handle and calls for other churches to 
support this work. 



Sponsoring Church
Unscriptural Cooperation



 Elders are to oversee their own work 

 1 Peter 5:2 
2 Shepherd the flock of God which is 

among you, serving as overseers, not by 

compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest 

gain but eagerly; 



 Makes an inequality 

 2 Corinthians 8:13-14 
13 For I do not mean that others should be 

eased and you burdened; 
14 but by an equality, that now at this time 

your abundance may supply their lack, that 

their abundance also may supply your 

lack--that there may be equality. 



 There is NO authority for the 

sponsoring church 



 Don’t see anything wrong with it! 

 Not the right question! The right question 

is “Where is it authorized?”

 It’s a good work! 

 The Bible defines “every” good work 

(2 Tim. 3:16-17)

 But we can’t get the job done. 

 The early church did! (Col. 1:23)



Missionary Society

Sponsoring Church

Parallel between the two



 For example:

 How could churches cooperate in 

evangelizing Zimbabwe? 



How could we 

evangelize Zimbabwe? 



Scriptural

Congregational Cooperation

Preacher or Preachers



 The pattern is not just opposing 

schemes of brethren, but evangelizing!

 Do we use the opportunities?

 Are we willing to go and preach!

 Are we willing to sacrifice so others may 

go?


