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1. Preaching the gospel
2. Providing for the growth of its members
3. Providing for its own needy



 Engage in politics
 Provide recreation
 Take care of the needs of the total man 

(social gospel)
 What happens when the church loses 

its focus? Example: Parable of the 
Lighthouse



Local churches in NT times

 Sounded out the Word in their area 

 Sent out men to preach 

 Supported preachers in other places



About 62 AD, Paul wrote in: 

 Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) 
23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded 
and steadfast, and are not moved away from 
the hope of the gospel which you heard, which 
was preached to every creature under heaven, 
of which I, Paul, became a minister. 



The churches’ work in providing for 
the growth of its members or what 

is commonly called “edification” 



1. Provide opportunities for learning God’s 
word

 Public Classes

 Gospel Meetings

 Summer Bible studies

 Printed material: bulletin, tracts, class material, 
library religious books, etc.



To be able to understand and apply the truth 
 Ephesians 4:11-14 (NKJV) 

11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ, 
13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 
14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and 
fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by 
the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of 
deceitful plotting, 



To be able to teach others 

 Hebrews 5:12 (NKJV) 
12 For though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you again 
the first principles of the oracles of God; and you 
have come to need milk and not solid food. 



To be able to discern good and evil 
 (Hebrews 5:14 (NKJV) 

14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that 
is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised 
to discern both good and evil. 

 Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV) 
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may 
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will 
of God. 



2. Provide opportunities for worship

 Church can only provide a place, scheduled times, 
etc., for worship

 Individuals must attend; Individuals must worship



Why is providing opportunities for worship so 
important?

 To glorify God 

▪ 1 Corinthians 10:31 (NKJV) 
31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God. 

 To encourage one another 

▪ Hebrews 10:24 
24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love 
and good works, 



3. Provide correction when necessary

 Comes through teaching 

▪ 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) 
2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. 
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 
teaching. 



And correction 

 Comes through withdrawn of association 

▪ 1 Corinthians 5:4-7 (NKJV) 
4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when you are 
gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the 
flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord 
Jesus. 



Why is providing correction when necessary so 
important?

 To save the church 
▪ 1 Corinthians 5:5-13 (NKJV) 

6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little 
leaven leavens the whole lump? 
7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new 
lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our 
Passover, was sacrificed for us. 

 To save the person 
▪ 1 Corinthians 5:5 (NKJV) 

5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 
that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 



4. Provide opportunities for developing

 Through special classes to determine abilities 
(Rom. 12:4-13)

 Not everyone has the same abilities 

 Provide opportunities to use those abilities



Remember 
 The church can only provide – individuals must 

respond!


