
Why were You Baptized?

Prepared by

Robert C. Archer



Questions about your baptism

1. How old were you when you were 
baptized?

2. How were you baptized? 

3. What did you confess before you were 
baptized?

4. For what purpose were you baptized?

5. When did the blood of Christ save you?



How old were you?

• A baby? A child?

• The Bible teaches that

– Before one can be baptized one must:

• Have heard the gospel (Rom 1:16)

• Have believed in Jesus as the Son of God
(Mark 16:15-16)

• Have repented of their sins (Acts 2:38)

• Have confessed with the mouth that Jesus is Lord
(Rom 10:9-10)



How were you baptized?

• Sprinkled, poured or immersed?

• Bible teaches:

– Baptism is a burial in water
(Col 2:12; Rom 6:4)

– The word “baptism” by definition means to 
immerse.



What did you confess before you 
were baptized?

• Sins? That you were saved? Your belief 
that Jesus is the Son of God?

• The Bible teaches that

– The confession is unto salvation (Rom. 10:10)

– The confession is that one believes that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God (Acts 8:37)



For what purpose were you baptized?

• To show that you have been saved? To
join a church? To be saved?

• The Bible teaches that

– Baptism is for the remission of sins
(Acts 2:38)

– “For” is from the Greek word “eis” that looks 
forward. Means “in order to receive”



How do we know that baptism is
in order to receive forgivness?

• Repentance is connected to baptism by “and.”

– Acts 2:38 (NKJV) 

Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let 
every one of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 



How do we know that?

• A parallel expression is found in Matt. 26:28

– Matthew 26:28 (NKJV) 
For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins. 

– Acts 2:38 (NKJV) 
Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Same in Greek and English!



Supported by other passages

• Acts 22:16 (NKJV) 
And now why are you waiting? Arise and be 
baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the 
name of the Lord.

• Mark 16:16 (NKJV) 
He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but 
he who does not believe will be condemned. 

• 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) 
There is also an antitype which now saves us--
baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but 
the answer of a good conscience toward God), 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 



Does it make any difference?

• What if we changed the purpose of the 
Lord’s Supper and made it into a 
memorial for a man? (1 Cor 11:24-25) 
Would it make a difference?

• Paul believed that it did! (Acts 19:1-6)



Some things that will tell you why 
you were baptized

• When you were asked to confess that: God 
for Christ’s sake has forgiven me of my 
sins.

• When those who baptized you waited for 
several days.

• When you cannot remember the reason.

• When you were baptized to become a 
member of a denominational body.



When did the blood of Christ
save you?

• When you believed? Repented? Faith 
made perfect through obedience?

• Bible teaches:

– That the blood saves when we obey from the 
heart (Rom. 6:17-18)

– We find what we obey in Rom. 6:3-7.



Have you been 
scripturally baptized?

If not, why not now?


