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Our text is found in Matthew 5:20

“For I say to you, that unless your righteousness 

exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and 

Pharisees, you will by no means enter the 

kingdom of heaven”



Who were they?

 The Scribes

 Their importance goes back to Ezra, the scribe 

(Neh. 8:1-8)



Who were they?

 The Pharisees

 In 175 B.C. Antiochus Epiphanies of Syria made a 

serious attempt to stamp out the Jewish religion and 

to introduce the Greek religion, customs and 

practices.

 A group of Jews resisted and encouraged the 

people to separate themselves from the Grecian 

influence.



Who were they?

 The Pharisees

 Those who called for separation were the Pharisees.

 They began their existence – in a good way, but 

over the next 200 years they became legalists and 

took a law designed to enhance the welfare of man 

and made it repress man.



What was the 

Pharisee’s righteousness?



What was the Pharisee’s righteousness?

 They majored on minors and minored on 

the majors. 

 (Matt. 23:23-24)

 Example: parents (Mk. 7:1-13)



What was the Pharisee’s righteousness?

 Law was an end in itself not a means to an 

end

 Example: Sabbath (Matt. 12:1-13)



What was the 

Jesus’ righteousness?



What is Jesus’ righteousness?

 His righteousness is deeper – a 

righteousness of the heart

 Pharisees were content with an external, formalist 

obedience to the law, a rigid conformity to the 

letter of the law.

 Jesus’ Righteousness goes much deeper



What is Jesus’ righteousness?

 This righteousness was foretold by the prophets

 Jeremiah 31:33 (NKJV) 

33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will 

put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; 

and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.



What is Jesus’ righteousness?

 A righteousness of the heart

 How would He do it?

 Ezekiel 36:27 (NKJV) 

27 I will put My Spirit within you and cause 

you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep 

My judgments and do them.



What is Jesus’ righteousness?

 A righteousness of the heart

 How would He do it?

 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV) 

18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a 

mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 

into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the 

Spirit of the Lord.



What is Jesus’ righteousness?

 A righteousness of the heart

 How would He do it?

 Romans 12:2 (NKJV) 

2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you 

may prove what is that good and acceptable and 

perfect will of God. 



Conclusion 

 The Pharisees thought that external 

conformity to the law would be enough – not 

so, Jesus will say.

 He then gives several examples:

 “You have heart, but I say to you…”


