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The Law taught an “eye for an eye”

 Exodus 21:24, 25 
Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, 
wound for wound, stripe for stripe. 

 Leviticus 24:20
Fracture for fracture, eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth; as he has caused 
disfigurement of a man, so shall it be 
done to him. 

 Deut. 19:21
Your eye shall not pity: life shall be
for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot. 



This law was for the government –

not the individual!

 It was to ensure that the 

punishment fit the crime and done 

judicially.

 It was NOT for personal revenge 



Law for the individual was different

 Leviticus 19:18
You shall not take vengeance, nor bear 
any grudge against the children of your 
people, but you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself: I am the Lord.

 Proverbs 20:22
Do not say, “I will recompense evil”; 
Wait for the Lord, and He will save you.

 Proverbs 24:29
Do not say, “I will do to him just as he 
has done to me; I will render to the man 
according to his work.”



The Abuse

The Pharisees used it to 

justify personal vengeance



Jesus says

“But I tell you not to resist an 

evil person.”

Not for the government

(Rom. 13; 1 Tim. 2:2) but for 

the individual!



Jesus says

That said: the principle has to 

be interpreted in:

The immediate context

With Jesus’ other teachings

And the context of the N.T.



Is Jesus saying: “Don’t resist evil”?

 Both Jesus and NT writers urge 
resistance of evil, even of evil 
men

Galatians 2:5 (NKJV) 
5 to whom we did not yield 
submission even for an hour, that 
the truth of the gospel might 
continue with you. 
Galatians 2:11 (NKJV) 
11 Now when Peter had come to 
Antioch, I withstood him to his face, 
because he was to be blamed; 



Is Jesus saying: “Don’t resist evil”?

Ephesians 6:11 (NKJV) 

11 Put on the whole armor of 

God, that you may be able to 

stand against the wiles of the 

devil. 



Is Jesus saying: “Don’t resist evil”?

Titus 1:11 (NKJV) 

11 whose mouths must be 

stopped, who subvert whole 

households, teaching things 

which they ought not, for the 

sake of dishonest gain. 



What then?

 “Jesus is condemning the spirit of 
lovelessness, hatred, yearning for 
revenge. 

 He is saying do not resist the evil 
doer with measures that arise from 
an unloving, unforgiving, unrelenting, 
vindictive disposition.”

 He is not saying that we can’t defend 
ourselves, but when things go against 
us, DON’T RETALIATE! 



He give four illustrations 

1. But whoever slaps you on your 

right cheek, turn the other to 

him also. 

 He is not talking about  defending 

oneself against assault, but a 

humiliating situation. 



He give four illustrations 

2. If anyone wants to sue you and 

take away your tunic, let him have 

your cloak also.

 He is NOT talking about defending 

oneself, but retaliating against those 

who wrong us!



He give four illustrations 

3. And whoever compels you to 

go one mile, go with him two 

 Again don’t retaliate against 

those who wrong you.



He give four illustrations 

4. Refuse not a borrower

 Has to be qualified

 Not to fellowship the lazy 

(2 Thess. 3:6-15)

 If one will not take care of his 

own, he has denied the faith 

and is worse than an 

unbeliever (1 Tim. 5:8)



Examples of the spirit Jesus commends

 Abraham rushing to rescue his nephew 
Lot (Gen. 13:7-9; 14:14-16)

 Joseph forgiving his brothers 
(Gen. 50:19-21)

 David twice sparing the life of his 
pursuer King Saul (1 Sam. 24:4; 26:7-9)

 Stephen interceding for those who had 
stoned him (Acts 7:60)

 Jesus praying, “Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do” 
(Lk. 23:34)



Conclusion

One of the most 

difficult of all 

commands


