
“…men shall hate you, 

and… they shall 

separate you from their 

company, and shall 

reproach you, and cast 

out your name as evil…”  

Luke 6:22  

First Century Christians 

• Were subjected to 

social/verbal abuse 



For you had compassion 

on those in prison, and 

you joyfully accepted 

the plundering of your 

property… 

Hebrews 10:34a  

First Century Christians 

• Were subjected to 

social/verbal abuse 

• Had property 

destroyed/confiscated 



Beware of men, for they 

will deliver you over to 

courts and flog you in 

their synagogues, and 

you will be dragged 

before governors and 

kings for my sake…  

Matthew 10:17-18a 

First Century Christians 

• Were subjected to 

social/verbal abuse 

• Had property 

destroyed/confiscated 

• Were sometimes 

arrested and beaten 



They will put you out of 

the synagogues. 

Indeed, the hour is 

coming when whoever 

kills you will think he is 

offering service to God. 

John 16:2 

First Century Christians 

• Were subjected to 

social/verbal abuse 

• Had property 

destroyed/confiscated 

• Were sometimes 

arrested and beaten 

• Were isolated socially 

• Were killed for their 

faith 



First Century Christians 

• Were subjected to social/verbal abuse 

• Had property destroyed/confiscated 

• Were sometimes arrested and beaten 

• Were isolated socially 

• Were killed for their faith…  

• …in gruesome, horrible and demeaning 

ways 



Tacitus: Roman Historian 
First, Nero had self-acknowledged Christians arrested. 

Then, on their information, large numbers of others 

were condemned… Their deaths were made farcical. 

Dressed in wild animals’ skins, they were torn to pieces 

by dogs, or crucified, or made into torches to be 

ignited after dark as substitutes for daylight. Nero 

provided his Gardens for the spectacle and exhibited 

displays in the Circus, at which he mingled with the 

crowd — or stood in a chariot, dressed as a charioteer. 

Despite their guilt as Christians and the ruthless 

punishment it deserved, the victims were pitied. For it 

was felt that they were being sacrificed to one man’s 

brutality rather than to the national interest.  



Imagine that YOU… 

• Were subjected to social/verbal abuse 

• Had property destroyed/confiscated 

• Were sometimes arrested and beaten 

• Were isolated socially 

• Were killed for your faith…  

• …in gruesome, horrible and demeaning 

ways 



Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 

leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 

“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 

Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is 

hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 

something to drink; for by so doing you will 

heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be 

overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 

good. 

Romans 12:19-21 

To Christians Like These: 



Overcome Evil 

with Good 



Overcome Evil with Good 
• Young Christians mistreated, mocked or 

isolated in school or by friends 

• Adult Christians reviled in the 

workplace 

• Older Christians wronged by others 

• Married Christians suffering at the 

hands of husband or wife 

• Christians mistreated by brethren 



Practical Application 
• Young Christians 

mistreated, mocked or 

isolated in school or by 

friends 

• Adult Christians reviled 

in the workplace 

• Older Christians 

wronged by others 

• Married Christians 

suffering at the hands of 

husband or wife 

• Christians mistreated 

by brethren 

Classmates make fun of or 

bully me for not joining in 

on sinful behaviors 

I respond by lashing out 

verbally or returning the 

treatment in kind 

Have I overcome evil 

with good or been 

overcome by evil?  



Practical Application 
• Young Christians 

mistreated, mocked or 

isolated in school or by 

friends 

• Adult Christians reviled 

in the workplace 

• Older Christians 

wronged by others 

• Married Christians 

suffering at the hands of 

husband or wife 

• Christians mistreated 

by brethren 

Have I overcome evil 

with good or been 

overcome by evil?  

A coworker mistreats me or 

harms my career because I 

won’t participate in 

unethical or immoral 

practices 

I respond by plotting 

against him/her or 

mistreating him/her 



Practical Application 
• Young Christians 

mistreated, mocked or 

isolated in school or by 

friends 

• Adult Christians reviled 

in the workplace 

• Older Christians 

wronged by others 

• Married Christians 

suffering at the hands of 

husband or wife 

• Christians mistreated 

by brethren 

My spouse deals with me 

harshly or reviles me with 

hateful words… 

I reply with hateful words of 

my own – after all, he/she 

deserves it 

Have I overcome evil 

with good or been 

overcome by evil?  



Practical Application 
• Young Christians 

mistreated, mocked or 

isolated in school or by 

friends 

• Adult Christians reviled 

in the workplace 

• Older Christians 

wronged by others 

• Married Christians 

suffering at the hands of 

husband or wife 

• Christians mistreated 

by brethren 

Have I overcome evil 

with good or been 

overcome by evil?  

Someone wrongs me in 

some way and I don’t 

outwardly mistreat 

him/her… 

But I allow myself to have 

evil, hateful or other sinful 

thoughts against him/her 



Practical Application 
• Young Christians 

mistreated, mocked or 

isolated in school or by 

friends 

• Adult Christians reviled 

in the workplace 

• Older Christians 

wronged by others 

• Married Christians 

suffering at the hands of 

husband or wife 

• Christians mistreated 

by brethren 

Have I overcome evil 

with good or been 

overcome by evil?  

My brother in Christ 

wrongs me, perhaps even 

unapologetically… 

And I refuse to do good for 

him/her when needed, 

refuse to speak to him/her 

or socialize with him/her 



It’s easy to say 

“Overcome Evil with 

Good,” but I have 

been hurt 

We must realize: Even when doing 

what is right and godly is difficult, 

that doesn’t make any less required 



Do not be overcome by 

evil, but overcome evil 

with good.  

Romans 12:21 

Why Overcome Evil with Good? 

• God commands it 



A soft answer turns 

away wrath  but a harsh 

word stirs up anger. 

Proverbs 15:1 

Why Overcome Evil with Good? 

• God commands it 

• It might make a bad 

situation better 



To the contrary, “if your 

enemy is hungry, feed 

him; if he is thirsty, give 

him something to drink; 

for by so doing you will 

heap burning coals on 

his head.” 

Romans 12:20 

Why Overcome Evil with Good? 

• God commands it 

• It might make a bad 

situation better 

• It might make 

someone realize how 

wrong their behavior 

is 



If your enemy is hungry, 

give him bread to eat, 

and if he is thirsty, give 

him water to drink, for 

you will heap burning 

coals on his head, and 

the Lord will reward 

you. 

Proverbs 25:21-22 

Why Overcome Evil with Good? 

• God commands it 

• It might make a bad 

situation better 

• It might make 

someone realize how 

wrong their behavior 

is 

• God will reward 

those who do the 

right thing 



“Blessed are you when 

people hate you and when 

they exclude you and revile 

you and spurn your name 

as evil, on account of the 

Son of Man! Rejoice in that 

day, and leap for joy, for 

behold, your reward is 

great in heaven…” 

Luke 16:22-23 

Why Overcome Evil with Good? 

• God commands it 

• It might make a bad 

situation better 

• It might make 

someone realize how 

wrong their behavior 

is 

• God will reward 

those who do the 

right thing 



For you had compassion on 

those in prison, and you 

joyfully accepted the 

plundering of your 

property, since you knew 

that you yourselves had a 

better possession and an 

abiding one. 

Hebrews 10:34 

Why Overcome Evil with Good? 

• God commands it 

• It might make a bad 

situation better 

• It might make 

someone realize how 

wrong their behavior 

is 

• God will reward 

those who do the 

right thing 



Do not fear what you are 

about to suffer. Behold, the 

devil is about to throw 

some of you into prison, 

that you may be tested, and 

for ten days you will have 

tribulation. Be faithful unto 

death, and I will give you 

the crown of life. 

Revelation 2:10 

Why Overcome Evil with Good? 

• God commands it 

• It might make a bad 

situation better 

• It might make 

someone realize how 

wrong their behavior 

is 

• God will reward 

those who do the 

right thing 



Have I been trying 

to live this way? 

Will I try to live this 

way from now on? 



Remember: God 

has responded to 

our evil with 

goodness 


