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The Basis for Unity

What is the 

“One Faith”? 



What is the “One Faith”?

The word “faith” is used in different senses in 

the Bible.

– Subjective sense: includes belief, obedience 

and trust 

Romans 5:1 (NKJV) 

1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, 

we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 



What is the “One Faith”?

The word “faith” is also used in the:

– Objective sense: the object of faith, the things 

believed 

– Examples 



Examples 

Galatians 1:23 (NKJV) 

23 But they were hearing only, "He who 

formerly persecuted us now preaches 

the faith which he once tried to destroy." 



Examples 

Acts 6:7

7 Then the word of God spread, and the 

number of the disciples multiplied 

greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of 

the priests were obedient to the faith. 



Examples 

Jude 1:3 (NKJV) 

3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to 

write to you concerning our common 

salvation, I found it necessary to write to 

you exhorting you to contend earnestly 

for the faith which was once for all 

delivered to the saints. 



What is the “One Faith”?

The Objective sense better fits 

the context



Many have tried to define the “one faith” 

through Creeds

Apostles’ Creed

Nicene Creed

Philadelphia Confession of faith

Standard Manual for Baptist Churches



The Bible is our ONLY Creed

• “For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the 

prophecy of this book: 

• “If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the 

plagues that are written in this book; 

• “and if anyone takes away from the words of the book 

of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the 

Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things 

which are written in this book” (Rev 22:18-19)



One example of our 

recognizing the one faith 

is the “one Baptism” 



What is the “One Baptism”? 

Many baptisms mentioned in the Bible

–John’s (Matt. 3:1-6)

–Of fire (Matt. 3:7-12)

–Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8; 2:1-4; 11:15)

–Water (Acts 8:38) 



“One Baptism” 

Which one?



“One Baptism” 

Which one?

– Not John’s – they had to be baptized again 

(Acts 19:1-5)

– Not Holy Spirit baptism - it was a promise 

to a select few (Matt. 3:11; Acts 2 & 11)

– The “One Baptism” is water baptism – a 

promise to all until the Lord comes back   

(Acts 2:38-30)


