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What is “honesty”?  
o  Webster defines the word as follows: 

n  (a) honorable; held in respect; (b) respectable, 
creditable, commendable, seemly, etc.: a 
generalized epithet of commendation. That will 
not lie, cheat, or steal; truthful; trustworthy.  
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People in business 



EXAMPLES OF DISHONESTY 
o  People in business 

A false balance  
o  Proverbs 11:1 

n  “1 Dishonest scales are an 
abomination to the LORD, 
But a just weight is His 
delight.” 

n  Illustration: butcher  



People in business 
Interest  

n  Proverbs 28:8 
o  “8 One who increases his possessions by usury and 

extortion gathers it for him who will pity the poor.” 



People in business 
Get-rich-schemes  

n  Proverbs 28:20 
o  “20 A faithful man will abound with blessings, But he 

who hastens to be rich will not go unpunished.” 

n  Proverbs 28:22 
o  “22 A man with an evil eye hastens after riches, And 

does not consider that poverty will come upon him.” 



People in business 
Taking advantage of the poor  

o  Proverbs 22:16 
n  “16 He who oppresses the poor to increase his 

riches, And he who gives to the rich, will surely 
come to poverty.” 

o  Proverbs 22:22 
n  “22 Do not rob the poor because he is poor, Nor 

oppress the afflicted at the gate;” 
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People with other people 
Lying  

n  Proverbs 10:18 
o  “18 Whoever hides hatred has lying lips, And 

whoever spreads slander is a fool.” 



People with other people 
Two faced  

n  Proverbs 23:7 
o  7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. “Eat and 

drink!” he says to you, But his heart is not with you. 



People with other people 
False witness  

n  Proverbs 14:5 
o  “5 A faithful witness does not lie, But a false witness 

will utter lies.” 

n  Proverbs 14:25 
o  “25 A true witness delivers souls, But a deceitful 

witness speaks lies.” 



People with other people 
Stealing  

n  Ephesians 4:28 
o  “28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let 

him labor, working with his hands what is good, that 
he may have something to give him who has need.” 



EXAMPLES OF DISHONESTY 

Religious 



Religious dishonesty  
Religious 

n  2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 (NKJV)  
3  Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will 
not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man 
of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,  
4  who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called 
God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the 
temple of God, showing himself that he is God.  
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WHY BE HONEST? 
Honesty pays in the long run  

n  Proverbs 11:3 
o  “3 The integrity of the upright will guide them, But the 

perversity of the unfaithful will destroy them.” 
n  Proverbs 11:5, 6 

o  “5 The righteousness of the blameless will direct his way 
aright, But the wicked will fall by his own wickedness. 

o  6 The righteousness of the upright will deliver them, But 
the unfaithful will be caught by their lust.” 

n  Illustration: Tanner Munsey 



WHY BE HONEST? 
Honesty is a blessing to be passed down to our children  

n  Proverbs 13:22 
o  “22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s 

children, But the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the 
righteous.” 

n  Proverbs 20:7 
o  “7 The righteous man walks in his integrity; His children 

are blessed after him.” 
n  Example  

o  In 2 Kings 12, Joash was King of Judah... 
o  2 Kings 12:15 “Moreover they did not require an account 

from the men into whose hand they delivered the money to 
be paid to workmen, for they dealt faithfully.” 



WHY BE HONEST? 
Honesty is lasting 

n  Proverbs 12:19 
o  “19 The truthful lip shall be established forever, But a 

lying tongue is but for a moment.” 



Honesty will bear good fruit 
n  Galatians 6:7, 8 

o  “7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for 
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. 

o  8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap 
corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the 
Spirit reap everlasting life.” 

WHY BE HONEST? 



Conclusion 
People with themselves 

n  James 1:23, 24 
o  “23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 

doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a 
mirror; 

o  24 for he observes himself, goes away, and 
immediately forgets what kind of man he was.” 


