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Gambling is 
Popular

On TV

 In the area

On the Internet 

On high school and college 
campuses 

 In the workplace



What is 
Gambling?

 Webster defines gambling as “to play a 
game for money or property--to bet 
on the uncertain outcome.”

 The World Book Dictionary says, "To 
play games of chance for money or 
other valuable stakes--to gamble at 
cards; to gamble on the result of a 
race."

 The World Book Encyclopedia states: 
"Gamblers usually bet money or 
something else of value as a stake on 
the outcome they predict. When the 
outcome is settled, the winner collects 
the loser's stakes."



Four 
essential 
elements 

of 
gambling

1. The “uncertainty” of the Event 
or outcome. 
1. Arbitrarily determined - those 

who are making bets are not to 
have control over the outcome.

2. The stakes… each player places 
at risk some possession of 
material value.

3. The agreement or the wager or 
bet.

4. Lack of fair compensation.
1. Always a winner and always 

losers



People 
justify it

by saying 
that it is 

Just like taking risks of life
No, there are no wager and no 

stakes. There is no agreement to 
try to take someone else's 
possessions. 



People 
justify it

by saying 
that it is 

Just like playing games or sports 
No, there are no bets involved. 



People 
justify it

by saying 
that it is 

Just like owning a business
No, there is:

 No wager

 No agreement to take other 
people's property without 
compensation. 



People 
justify it

by saying 
that it is 

 Just like investing in stock
 Stock is a means for people to 

become part owners of a company.

 The intent is to make a profit by 
producing something of benefit to 
customers. 

 Investors receive their share of 
these profits in the form of 
dividends or increases in the value 
of the stock.

 There is no wager - no prior 
agreement to risk loss at another's 
expense. 



People 
justify it

by saying 
that it is 

Just like investing in stock
No, there is:

 No wager

 No prior agreement to risk loss at 
another's expense. 



People 
justify it

by saying 
that it is 

Just like buying insurance
No, it is not.

 No one agrees to gain at the 
expense of someone else's loss. 



People 
justify it

by saying 
that it is 

Just like winning a prize
No, there is:

 No stake or wager. 

 No risk that is created.



What is wrong 
with gambling?



What is 
wrong with 

it?

Gambling is addictive 
 1 Corinthians 6:12 (NKJV) 

All things are lawful for me, but 
all things are not helpful. All 
things are lawful for me, but I will 
not be brought under the power 
of any. 



What is 
wrong with 

it?

Gambling is covetousness 
Colossians 3:5 (NKJV) 

Therefore put to death your 
members which are on the earth: 
fornication, uncleanness, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness, 
which is idolatry. 

People say, “I just play for fun”!
 Take away the chance of winning 

and see if they would play.



What is 
wrong with 

it?

Gambling violates the principle 
of stewardship (Matt. 25:14-30)



What is 
wrong with 

it?

Gambling joins us with the 
ungodly 

 2 Corinthians 6:14 (NKJV) 
Do not be unequally yoked 

together with unbelievers. For 
what fellowship has 
righteousness with lawlessness? 
And what communion has light 
with darkness? 



What is 
wrong with 

it?

Gambling violates the Biblical 
and legitimate means of 
transfer of money and property

 Law of labor 
 1 Timothy 5:18 (NKJV) 

For the Scripture says, "You shall 
not muzzle an ox while it treads out 
the grain," and, "The laborer is
worthy of his wages”.



What is 
wrong with 

it?

Gambling violates the Biblical 
and legitimate means of 
transfer of money and property

 Exchange 
 James 4:13 (NKJV) 

Come now, you who say, "Today or 
tomorrow we will go to such and 
such a city, spend a year there, buy 
and sell, and make a profit”.



What is 
wrong with 

it?

Gambling violates the Biblical 
and legitimate means of 
transfer of money and property

Gifts or giving 
 Ephesians 4:28 (NKJV) 

Let him who stole steal no longer, 
but rather let him labor, working 
with his hands what is good, that 
he may have something to give him 
who has need. 



What is 
wrong with 

it?

Gambling violates the Biblical 
and legitimate means of 
transfer of money and property

 Inheritance 
 2 Corinthians 12:14 (NKJV) 

Now for the third time I am ready 
to come to you. And I will not be 
burdensome to you; for I do not 
seek yours, but you. For the 
children ought not to lay up for the 
parents, but the parents for the 
children. 



What is 
wrong with 

it?

Gambling destroys our influence 
for good 

 Matthew 5:13-16 (NKJV) 
 "You are the salt of the earth; but if 

the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be 
seasoned? It is then good for nothing 
but to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot by men.

 You are the light of the world. A city 
that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.

 Nor do they light a lamp and put it 
under a basket, but on a lampstand, 
and it gives light to all who are in the 
house. 

 Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven. 



Conclusion

Should we gamble? 

Should we sin is the better 
question!


