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Call your attention to 

Matt. 5:20-32



• In verse 20, Jesus says that unless our 

righteousness exceed that of the scribes and 

Pharisees we will not inherit the kingdom of 

God. 

• Note: He didn’t say “maybe”.



Illustrations

• Murder: They believed that murder was 
wrong – Jesus goes further in getting to the 
root cause - hate and the expression of that 
hate.

• Adultery: They believed that adultery was 
wrong – Jesus goes further in getting to the 
root cause – lust.

• To show the seriousness of adultery, He 
says that is the only reason for divorce.



Positions on Divorce 

• Two schools of thought among the Jews

• Hillel – liberal position (get a divorce for 

almost any reason)

• Shammai - conservative position (divorce for 

sexual unfaithfulness)



Which is correct?



OT passages

• Deuteronomy 24:1-4 (NKJV) 
1 "When a man takes a wife and marries her, 

and it happens that she finds no favor in his 

eyes because he has found some uncleanness 

in her, and he writes her a certificate of 

divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out 

of his house, 



OT passages

• Deuteronomy 24:1-4 (NKJV) 
2 when she has departed from his house, and 

goes and becomes another man's wife,
3 if the latter husband detests her and writes her 

a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and 

sends her out of his house, or if the latter 

husband dies who took her as his wife, 



OT passages

• Deuteronomy 24:1-4 (NKJV) 
4 then her former husband who divorced her 

must not take her back to be his wife after she 

has been defiled; for that is an abomination 

before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on 

the land which the LORD your God is giving 

you as an inheritance. 



OT passages

• Malachi 2:13-17 (NKJV) 
13 And this is the second thing you do: You cover 

the altar of the LORD with tears, With weeping 

and crying; So He does not regard the offering 

anymore, Nor receive it with goodwill from your 

hands. 



OT passages

• Malachi 2:13-17 (NKJV) 
14 Yet you say, "For what reason?" Because the 

LORD has been witness Between you and the 

wife of your youth, With whom you have dealt 

treacherously; Yet she is your companion And 

your wife by covenant. 



OT passages

• Malachi 2:13-17 (NKJV) 
15 But did He not make them one, Having a 

remnant of the Spirit? And why one? He seeks 

godly offspring. Therefore take heed to your spirit, 

And let none deal treacherously with the wife of 

his youth. 



OT passages

• Malachi 2:13-17 (NKJV) 
16 "For the LORD God of Israel says That He 

hates divorce, For it covers one's garment with 

violence," Says the LORD of hosts. "Therefore 

take heed to your spirit, That you do not deal 

treacherously." 



NT passages

• Rom. 7:1-4

• Matt. 5:31-32

• Matt. 19:1-9, Mk. 10:11-12, Lk. 16:18

• 1 Cor. 7:10-11



Question 

To whom do these NT passages 

apply?



Some teach that they apply to 

only to Christians – not to the 

world



Position stated

• God has always had a moral law from the 
beginning.

• He added to it with the Law of Moses, but that 
law was only for the Jews.

• The Law of Moses ended on the cross, but not 
the moral law- it still exists and the world is 
under IT NOT the gospel.

• So since there is no law concerning divorce and 
remarriage, the world is not guilty of sin in this 
matter.



Problems with this teaching

• Baptism is part of the gospel and if the sinner is 

not subject to the gospel’s teaching on divorce 

and remarriage, then they are not subject to the 

command to be baptized. 

• The Gentiles in the OT were not under the Law 

of Moses and lived under the moral law. They 

didn’t have to obey the Law of Moses.

• So if it is true that people live under the moral 

law today they don’t have to obey the gospel.



What does the Bible teach?

• Both the moral law and the Law of Moses 
ended at the cross.

• One writer says:

• “The reason the patriarchal system ended with 
the establishment of the New Covenant, and did 
not end with the establishment of the old law, 
was that the law was not for all mankind, but 
the gospel dispensation was for all mankind” 
(Bales, The Kingdom Prophesied and 
Established, p. 181). 



The law of Christ applies to all 

mankind today

• Jesus said, “whosoever” (Matt. 19:9) meaning all 
people. This same term is used also in the 
following passages meaning all people.

• Romans 10:13 (NKJV) 
13 For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be 
saved.” 

• Acts 2:21 (NKJV) 
21 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the 
name of the LORD Shall be saved.’ 

• Revelation 22:17 (NKJV) 
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him 
who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. 
Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. 



What is the reason for a scripture divorce?

• Not for just any cause. 

• The Pharisees asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife for just any reason?”(vs. 3). 

Jesus answered by pointing to God’s law at the 

beginning (vss. 4-6). 



By pointing to the beginning, 

Jesus gives four reasons one can’t 

put away his mate for every 

cause.



(1) God created one man for one woman

• Jesus quotes Gen. 1:27 and says, “He who 

made them at the beginning made them 

male and female” (Matt. 19:4). 

• God did not create one man and two women 

or one woman and two men. 

• Since it is one man for one woman, a man 

cannot put away his mate for just any 

cause.



(2) Mates must cleave to each other

• Jesus quotes Gen. 2:24 and says, “For this 

cause a man shall leave his father and 

mother and be joined (cleave - KJV) to his 

wife…” (Matt. 19:5). 

• Cleave means “to join fast together, to glue, 

cement” (Vine). 

• A man cannot “cleave” and at the same 

time put away his wife for just any cause.



(3) A man and his wife are one flesh

• Jesus quotes Gen. 2:24 and says “…the two 
shall become one flesh? So then, they are no 
longer two, but one flesh” (Matt. 19:5-6). 

• One is the only number that can’t be divided (at 
least as it refers to people). They are one in 
mind, spirit, goals, emotions, directions, feeling 
and will. 

• Matthew Henry said, “A man’s children are 
pieces of himself, but his wife is himself”. 

• Since the two are now one, they cannot 
divorce for just any cause.



(4)God has joined man and woman together in marriage.

• Jesus says, “Therefore what God has joined 

together, let not man separate” (vs. 6). 

• The word translated “joined” (used only 

here and in Mark 10:9) means “to fasten in 

one yoke, yoke together” (Thayer). 

• Since God has joined the two together, 

man has no right to end it for just any 

cause.



Those who argue

• That divorce for just any cause is scriptural 

as long as one does not remarry ignore what 

Jesus said. 

• Notice that the question Jesus answered 

was not about divorce and remarriage, but 

about divorce (vs. 3). 

• His answer was that a man cannot divorce 

his wife for just any cause.



One exception: Fornication

• Jesus gave one exception (and only one) to 

the rule he just stated. 

• While there are many reasons one might 

divorce (personal dislike, incompatibility, or 

irreconcilable differences), Jesus allowed 

only one.

• He said, “Except it be for fornication” 

(Matt. 19:9). 



What does a wrongful divorce produce?

• Matthew 5:31-32, focuses on the unjust 

treatment a man gives his wife in putting 

her away without a scriptural cause. 

• The emphasis is on a man causing his wife 

to commit adultery by unjustly putting her 

away or at least putting her in a position to 

enter an unscriptural marriage.



• One writer states:

• “First, the statement that divorce will 

cause the woman to become an 

adulteress is simply another way of 

condemning the second union she will 

most probably be obliged to contract in 

her situation”. (Heth and Wenham)



• Another writer states:

• Far better, it would seem to me, is 

therefore the translation, “Whoever 

divorces his wife except on the basis of 

infidelity exposes her to adultery,”… 

(Hendriksen).



Does 1 Cor. 7:10-11 teach that 

one can divorce for any reason?



1 Cor. 7:10-11

• 1 Corinthians 7:10-11 (NKJV) 
10 Now to the married I command, yet not I 

but the Lord: A wife is not to depart from 

her husband. 
11 But even if she does depart, let her remain 

unmarried or be reconciled to her husband. 

And a husband is not to divorce his wife.



1 Cor. 7:10-11

• He is not saying that it is wrong to 

divorce and turn around and say, “Never 

mind as long as you don’t remarry”.



A parallel is found in 1 Jno. 2:1.

• 1 John 2:1 (NKJV) 
1 My little children, these things I write to 

you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone 

sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, 

Jesus Christ the righteous. 

• He is not saying that it is alright to sin 

because we have an advocate. Note the 

parallel. 



What happens if divorce occurs?

• The two parties should recognize their 

wrong, repent and reconcile.

• Unfortunately, that is not always 

possible. Sometimes the other spouse 

has moved on or is unwilling to 

reconcile. Then they have no other 

choice than to remain unmarried.



What happens if the other spouse remarries? 

• Some teach that the unmarried one can put 

the newly married away “mentally” (called 

mental divorce) and remarry scripturally.

• Not so, according to the scriptures! Where 

is the passage?



Conclusion

• What should be our attitude toward those 

who have gone through divorce?

• Compassion!


