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Our Text

 Matthew 5:17-18 (NKJV) 

17 "Do not think that I came to destroy 

the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to 

destroy but to fulfill. 

18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven 

and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle 

will by no means pass from the law till all 

is fulfilled. 



“Not to Destroy”

 The word “destroy” means to do away 
with, abolish, annul, make invalid, 
repeal, ruin, bring to an end, defeat.’ 
(Arndt-Gingrich, 415)

 That is a curious statement because 
Jesus did bring to the end the OT Law
(Col. 2:14, Rom 7:4)



“Not to Destroy”

 Contradiction? No the answer is in 
“fulfill.”

 He did not come ‘to ruin, to bring to an 
end by defeating the purpose of’ the Law 
or prophets, but rather to fulfill them

 He is saying, “I came to fulfill (the Law and 
the Prophets). “I am the exact meaning of 
all that God intended to say in the Old 
Testament!”



Jesus Fulfilled the OT Law

 By demonstrating the standard of 

righteousness

 Matthew 3:15 

 But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit it 

to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill 

all righteousness." Then he allowed Him. 



Jesus Fulfilled the OT Law

 By being tempted without sin 

 Hebrews 4:15 (NKJV) 
15 For we do not have a High Priest who 
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but was in all points tempted as we are, 
yet without sin. 



Jesus Fulfilled the OT Law

 By being intolerant of hypocrisy 
(Matt. 23:13-36)



Jesus Fulfilled the OT Law

 By being compassionate to the lost 

 Matthew 9:36 (NKJV) 
36 But when He saw the multitudes, He 
was moved with compassion for them, 
because they were weary and scattered, 
like sheep having no shepherd. 



Jesus Fulfilled the OT Law

 By fulfilling the Law’s righteous sentence

 He received the penalty for sin by dying as a 
sin offering 

Romans 3:24 (NKJV) 
24 being justified freely by His grace 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, 



Jesus Fulfilled the OT Law

 By fulfilling the Law’s righteous sentence

 He received the penalty for sin by dying as a 
sin offering 

Romans 3:25 (NKJV) 
25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by 
His blood, through faith, to demonstrate 
His righteousness, because in His 
forbearance God had passed over the sins 
that were previously committed, 



Jesus Fulfilled the OT Law

 By fulfilling the Law’s righteous sentence

 He received the penalty for sin by dying as a 
sin offering 

Romans 3:26 (NKJV) 
26 to demonstrate at the present time 
His righteousness, that He might be 
just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus. 



Jesus Fulfilled the OT Law

 By fulfilling the Law’s righteous sentence

 He received the penalty for sin by dying as a 
sin offering 

Galatians 3:13 (NKJV) 
13 Christ has redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, having become a 
curse for us (for it is written, “Cursed 
is everyone who hangs on a tree”), 



Jesus Fulfilled the OT Law

 By fulfilling the Law’s righteous sentence

 He received the penalty for sin by dying as a 
sin offering 

1 Peter 2:24 (NKJV) 
24 who Himself bore our sins in His 
own body on the tree, that we, having 
died to sins, might live for 
righteousness--by whose stripes you 
were healed. 



Jesus fulfilled the OT Law

 By fulfilling O.T. prophecies

 Defeat of Satan

“And I will put enmity

Between you and the woman,

And between your seed and her Seed;

He shall bruise your head,

And you shall bruise His heel.“ 

(Gen. 3:15)



By Fulfilling O.T. Prophecies

 The Prophet 

 "The Lord your God will raise up 

for you a Prophet like me from 

your midst, from your brethren. 

Him you shall hear, (Deut. 18:15)

Fulfilled (Acts 3:22-23) 



By Fulfilling O.T. Prophecies

 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us 

a Son is given; And the government 

will be upon His shoulder. And His 

name will be called Wonderful, 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. (Isa. 9:6) 

 Fulfilled (The Gospels)



By Fulfilling O.T. Prophecies

 Wonderful – produces wonder

 Counselor – provides guidance

 Mighty God – Deity 

 Everlasting Father – thru whom creation

 Prince of Peace – brings peace between 
God and man



By Fulfilling O.T. Prophecies

Preacher of glad tidings
Isaiah 61:1 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,
Because the Lord has anointed Me
To preach good tidings to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the           

brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives,
And the opening of the prison to those 

who are bound; 

Fulfilled (Lk. 4:17-19)



Jesus fulfilled the OT Law

 By having a spirit of obedience 

 Hebrews 5:8-9 (NKJV) 
8 though He was a Son, yet He learned 
obedience by the things which He 
suffered. 
9 And having been perfected, He 
became the author of eternal salvation 
to all who obey Him, 


