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What is a relationship?

 The dictionary defines a relationship
as “... the quality or state of being 
related; connection” and relation as “a 
person connected with another or 
others by blood, marriage, etc.” 
(Webster).



One writer has put it:

 A relationship is the delicate fusion of 
two human beings. The intricate 
weaving of two lives; two sets of 
moods, mentalities, and 
temperaments. Two intermingling 
hearts, both seeking solace and 
security. 



One writer has put it:

 It has more power than any nuclear 
bomb and more potential than any 
promising seed. Nothing will drive a 
man to greater courage than a 
relationship. Nothing will fire the heart 
of a patriot or purge the cynicism of a 
rebel like a relationship.



One writer has put it:

 What matters most in life is not what 
ladders we climb or what ownings we 
accumulate. What matters most is a 
relationship.



Bible:

 God defines a relationship between 
husband and wife as becoming “one 
flesh” (Gen. 2:24).



Another Writer

 They are therefore inseparable, except through 
death. In God’s eyes they become the total 
possession of each other, one in mind and spirit, in 
goals and direction, in emotion and will. 

 When they have a child it becomes the perfect 
emblem and demonstration of their oneness, 
because that child is a unique product of the fusion 
of two people into one flesh and carries the 
combined traits of both parents. (MacArthur)



What to do when 
problems come



Identify the source of the problem

 Control or power over the other 
person?  (Matt. 20:24-28)

– Peter warns against being a 
busybody (1 Pet. 4:15)

–A “know-it-all” destroys relationship



Identify the source of the problem

 Jealousy?

– People are jealous of others: children, 
looks, clothes, possessions, popularity, 
etc.

– Jealousy produces speaking evil of one 
another, gossip, ignoring one another

– It costs! Remember King Saul?



Identify the source of the problem

 Pettiness?

– Little things get “under our skin” 
and produce problems.

– A sign of maturity is to know when 
something is important ENOUGH to 
do battle over!



Identify the source of the problem

 Selfishness?

– Rich man (Lk. 12:13-21)



Identify the source of the problem

 Grudges?

– Haman (Esther 6-7)



How can we develop 
better relationships?



Understand what love is and love…

 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NKJV)

– 4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does 
not envy; love does not parade itself, is 
not puffed up; 

 1 Corinthians 13:4 (TLB) 
4 Love is very patient and kind, never 
jealous or envious, never boastful or 
proud, 



Understand what love is and love…

 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NKJV)

– 5 does not behave rudely, does not seek 
its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 

 1 Corinthians 13:5 (NIV) 
5 It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, 
it is not easily angered, it keeps no 
record of wrongs. 



Understand what love is and love…

 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NKJV)

– 6 does not rejoice in iniquity, but 
rejoices in the truth; 

– 1 Corinthians 13:6 (NIV) 
6 Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. 



Understand what love is and love…

 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NKJV)
7 bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. 

 1 Corinthians 13:7 (TLB) 
7 If you love someone, you will be loyal to 
him no matter what the cost. You will 
always believe in him, always expect the 
best of him, and always stand your ground 
in defending him.



Selflessness 

 Philippians 2:3-4 (NKJV) 
3 Let nothing be done through selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem others better 
than himself. 

 4 Let each of you look out not only for 
his own interests, but also for the 
interests of others. 



Forgive like God

 Micah 7:18-19 (NKJV) 

– 18 Who is a God like You, Pardoning 
iniquity and passing over the 
transgression of the remnant of His 
heritage? He does not retain His 
anger forever, Because He delights 
in mercy. 



Forgive like God

 Micah 7:18-19 (NKJV) 

– 19 He will again have compassion 
on us, and will subdue our iniquities. 
You will cast all our sins into 
the depths of the sea.



Conclusion

 Problems in relationship costs us 
spiritually, emotional and may cost us 
heaven.

 Life is short and when someone dies 
without reconciliation, you’ll have your 
life to think about it. Don’t let that 
happen!


