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How to stay faithful

Abide in Christ

John 15:1ff



Abide in Christ 

 John 15:4 (NKJV) 

Abide in Me, and I in 

you. As the branch cannot 

bear fruit of itself, unless 

it abides in the vine, 

neither can you, unless 

you abide in Me. 

 Ten times “abide” is used 

in chapter 15.



What does it mean to abide in Christ?

The word “abide” means 

“to stay in or remain in”.



What does it mean to abide in Christ?

 We are first joined to the 

vine/Christ when we are 

baptized.

◦ “For you are all sons of 

God through faith in Christ 

Jesus. For as many of you 

as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ.” 

Galatians 3:26, 27, NKJV. 



Abiding in Christ is an ongoing 

process.

“As you have therefore 

received Christ Jesus the 

Lord, so walk in Him, 

rooted and built up in Him 

and established in the faith, 

as you have been taught, 

abounding in it with 

thanksgiving.” Colossians 

2:6, 7, NKJV. 



John 6 helps us to understand

 What it means to “stay 

in” or “remain in”. After 

Jesus fed the 5000…

 He told them to eat His 

flesh and drink His blood 

(Jno. 6:35-58)



John 6 helps us to understand

 To eat and drink involves:

◦ Appetite

◦ Becoming part of us

◦ Trust 

◦ Self 

 In other words, feed on 

His words, example, 

sacrifice and victory!



It means to abide in Christ’s love 

“As the Father loved Me, I 

also have loved you; abide 

in My love.” (John 15:9)



How? 

Feelings?

No!

“If you keep My 

commandments, you will 

abide in My love, just as I 

have kept My Father’s 

commandments and abide 

in His love.” (John 15:10) 

NKJV


