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• Proverbs 23:31-32 (NKJV) 

Do not look on the wine when it is 

red, When it sparkles in the cup, When

it swirls around smoothly; 

At the last it bites like a serpent, And 

stings like a viper. 



Arguments for its use

• Jesus turned water into wine 

(Jno. 2)

• Jesus turned water into wine, but what 

kind of wine?



Wine is used in two senses

• Unfermented 

• Isaiah 16:10 (NKJV) 
Gladness is taken away, And joy from the plentiful field; In the 
vineyards there will be no singing, Nor will there be shouting; 
No treaders will tread out wine in the presses; I have made 
their shouting cease. 

• Isaiah 65:8 (NKJV) 
Thus says the LORD: "As the new wine is found in the 
cluster, And one says, 'Do not destroy it, For a blessing is in it,' 
So will I do for My servants' sake, That I may not destroy them 
all.

• Jeremiah 48:33 (NKJV) 
Joy and gladness are taken From the plentiful field And from 
the land of Moab; I have caused wine to fail from the 
winepresses; No one will tread with joyous shouting-- Not 
joyous shouting! 



Wine is used in two senses

• Unfermented wine is clearly approved

• Num. 18:12 (Part of offering)

• Gen. 27:28 (as a blessing)

• Isa. 55:1 (As an emblem of spiritual 

blessing)

• But how did they stop fermentation?

• Quote



Wine is used in two senses

• Fermented 

• Proverbs 20:1 (NKJV) 

Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a 

brawler, And whoever is led astray by it 

is not wise. 



Wine is used in two senses 

• Fermented wine is clearly condemned

• Dan. 1:8 defiles

• Lev. 10:8-10 confuses

• Prov. 20:1 mocker

• Prov. 23:29 brings woes

• Isa. 28:7 erred



What kind of wine?

• Jesus turned water into unfermented 

wine. How did we know that?

• Because he would have caused men to 

have gotten drunk and caused them to 

sin. Yet he had no sin (1 Pet. 2:22).



Arguments for its use

• Paul told Timothy to drink wine 

• 1 Timothy 5:23 (NKJV) 

No longer drink only water, but use a 

little wine for your stomach's sake and 

your frequent infirmities. 



Paul told Timothy to drink wine

• Note 

• Timothy was a “teetotaler” because it 

took Paul’s urging to convince him to 

use it even as medicine.

• He was instructed to drink a “little” 

wine.

• The wine was used for his physical 

infirmities.



Timothy’s wine

• Using alcohol in this way is justified, 

but caution must be exercised. 

(Example)

• True also with prescription drugs.

• No justification for social drinking.



Arguments for its use

• Jesus was called a winebibber. 

• Luke 7:34 (NKJV) 

The Son of Man has come eating and 

drinking, and you say, 'Look, a glutton 

and a winebibber, a friend of tax 

collectors and sinners!' 

• That was simply slander!



Arguments for its use

• Difference between qualifications of elders and 
deacons

• “Not given to wine” elders

• An elder who is not addicted to wine is a man who does not 
have a reputation as a drinker. He doesn't frequent bars or 
involve himself in the scenes associated with drinking. 
(MacArthur)

• “Not given to much wine” deacons

• A second prohibition forbids deacons from being addicted to 
much wine. Prosechō (addicted to) means "to turn one's 
mind to," or "to occupy oneself with," hence the nasb
translation addicted to. The present active participle indicates 
this is to be the deacon's habitual practice. He is not to be 
preoccupied with drink, nor to allow it to influence his life. 
(MacArthur)



Social drinking right or wrong?

• Wrong

• Destroys influence (Noah, Lot)

• Can lead others into sin (1 Cor. 8:1-13)

• Can cause us to be addicted 

(Prov. 23:29-35)

• Part of the old life (1 Pet. 4:3)



Part of the old life (1 Pet. 4:3)

• 1 Peter 4:1-4 (NKJV) 
Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has 
suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 
that he no longer should live the rest of  his time in the 
flesh for the lusts of  men, but for the will of  God. 
For we have spent enough of  our past lifetime in doing 
the will of  the Gentiles--when we walked in lewdness, 
lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and 
abominable idolatries. 
In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not 
run with them in the same flood of  dissipation, speaking 
evil of  you.



Conclusion

• Proverbs 23:31-32 (NKJV) 

Do not look on the wine when it is 

red, When it sparkles in the cup, When

it swirls around smoothly; 

At the last it bites like a serpent, And 

stings like a viper. 


