
Jesus’ Invitation
By

Robert C. Archer



Jesus’ Invitation 

• Matthew 11:28-30 (NKJV) 
28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are 

heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from 

Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls. 
30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is 

light.”



Who are those 

who labor and are heavy laden?

• Those who are weighted down by the guilt 

of sin (Isa. 51)

• Those who were weighted down by false 

teaching (Matt. 23:4)

• Those who were weighted down by an 

empty life (Eccl.)



Jesus offers rest for our souls.

• From the guilt of sin

• John 1:29 (NKJV) 
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward 

him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world! 



Jesus offers rest for our souls.

• From the legalism of the Pharisees

• Romans 3:24-27 (NKJV) 

• 24 being justified freely by His grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

• 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, 
through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, 
because in His forbearance God had passed over the 
sins that were previously committed, 

• 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, 
that He might be just and the justifier of the one who 
has faith in Jesus. 

• 27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what 
law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 



Jesus offers rest for our souls.

• From the emptiness of life

• John 10:10 (NKJV) 
10 “…. I have come that they may have life, and 

that they may have it more abundantly. 



What Jesus requires in return

• “Come to Me”

• John 7:37-38 (NKJV) 
37 On the last day, that great day of the feast, 

Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone 

thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. 
38 “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has 

said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living 

water.” 



What Jesus requires in return

• “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me”

• The “yoke” is the yoke of discipleship. A disciple is a 
“learner”. We must learn from Jesus. 

• Matthew 28:19-20 (NKJV
19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 
20 “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.” Amen. 

• John 8:31 (NKJV) 
31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you 
abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 



What Jesus requires in return

• “My yoke is easy” 

• 1 John 5:3 (NKJV) 
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His 

commandments. And His commandments are 

not burdensome.



• “My burden is light”

• Philippians 2:12-13 (NKJV) 
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 

obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 

much more in my absence, work out your own 

salvation with fear and trembling; 

• 13 for it is God who works in you both to will 

and to do for His good pleasure. 

• Philippians 4:13 (NKJV) 
13 I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me. 



How do we accept this invitation?

• By accepting who He is – the Son of God

• Matthew 16:13-16 (NKJV) 
13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea 

Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, "Who do 

men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" 
14 So they said, "Some say John the Baptist, some 

Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 
15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I 

am?" 
16 Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living God." 



How do we accept this invitation?

• By trusting Him for our salvation
• Ephesians 1:7; 13-14 (NKJV) 

7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 

• 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, 
having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit 
of promise, 

• 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise 
of His glory. 



How do we accept this invitation?

• By obeying Him 

• Hebrews 5:9 (NKJV) 
9 And having been perfected, He became the 

author of eternal salvation to all who obey 

Him, 



How do we accept this invitation?

• By being His disciple

• Matthew 28:19-20 (NKJV) 
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all things that I 

have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 

always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 



CONCLUSION

Will you accept His invitation?


