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What is Grace? 

 Grace is “unmerited favor; it’s favor 

that we don’t deserve; haven’t 

earned nor ever can earn. 

 It is what: 

– The prodigal received (Lk. 15) 

– King David received (Psa. 32) 

– Ephesians received (Eph. 2:1-10) 



What Does Grace Do? 

 Saves us  

– Ephesians 2:8  
8 For by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 

of God 

– Some: “grace alone; grace plus nothing; 

minis nothing” 



Several Things Wrong With That: 

 Man is not born totally depraved  

– Ezekiel 18:20  
20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall 

not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father 

bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of 

the righteous shall be upon himself, and the 

wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 

himself.  



Several Things Wrong With That: 

 Man can respond to the gospel  
– 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (NKJV)  

13 For this reason we also thank God without 
ceasing, because when you received the word of 
God which you heard from us, you welcomed it 
not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the 
word of God, which also effectively works in you 
who believe.  

– Romans 1:16  
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God to salvation for 
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also 
for the Greek.  



Several Things Wrong With That: 

 Man can respond to the gospel  

– Romans 10:17  
17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing 

by the word of God.  

– Conversions in Acts 



Furthermore  

 Man can choose  

– Revelation 22:17 (NKJV)  
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" 

And let him who hears say, "Come!" And let 

him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let 

him take the water of life freely.  



How Do We Receive Grace? 

 Through faith  

– Ephesians 2:8-9  
8 For by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 

of God,  
9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.  

– What did they do? (Acts 19:1-5) 



What Does Grace Do? 

 Enables us  

– 1 Corinthians 15:10  
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, 

and His grace toward me was not in vain; but 

I labored more abundantly than they all, yet 

not I, but the grace of God which was with 

me.  



God’s Grace Enables Us To Change  

 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 (NKJV)  
9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. 
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,  
10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom 
of God.  
11 And such were some of you. But you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the 
Spirit of our God.  



What Does Grace Do? 

 Teaches us to be holy  

– Titus 2:11-12  
11 For the grace of God that brings salvation 

has appeared to all men,  
12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 

worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly in the present age,  



What Does Grace Do? 

 Teaches us to work  

– Ephesians 2:10  
10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them.  

– Philippians 2:12  
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always 

obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 

more in my absence, work out your own salvation 

with fear and trembling;  



What Does Grace Do? 

 Teaches us to be strong  

– 2 Corinthians 12:9  
9 And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for 
you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather 
boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.  

– Philippians 4:13   
13 I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.  



What Does Grace Do? 

 Teaches us to forgive  

– Matthew 18:23-35  
35 So My heavenly Father also will do to you 

if each of you, from his heart, does not 

forgive his brother his trespasses."  



Conclusion 

 Don’t Receive God’s Grace in Vain 

– “We … plead with you not to receive the 

grace of God in vain…now is the day of 

salvation” (2 Cor. 6:1-2) 


