
The Prison Epistles 
Ephesians – Colossians – Philemon – Philippians 

Overview of the 

Life of Paul 



Many view Paul’s writings 

differently than the 

teachings of Jesus found 

in the gospels. 
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“Let us be clear from the outset. The messages of Jesus and Paul 

were fundamentally different. Reconciliation of their messages 

cannot be done by harmonization. This is a fact we must accept.” 

Samdahl (2011)  

The schism led by Paul . . . replaced the teachings of Jesus with 

the teachings of Paul.  

Day (2001)  

The message of focusing only on the words of Jesus as the NT 

inspired scripture appears overdue. 

jesuswordsonly.com 
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How would you address 

the idea that Paul’s 

teachings are opposed to 

the teachings of Jesus? 
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Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but 

that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same 

judgment. . . Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of 

Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul 

crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

I Corinthians 1:10,12-13 

Paul Rejected the Idea of a Divided Christ 
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Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in 

heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven. 

Matthew 18:18 (NASB) 

Jesus Delegated Authority to the Apostles 

and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our 

beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to 

you, as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are 

some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to 

their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. 

II Peter 3:15-16 

Peter Affirmed Paul’s Apostleship 
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Why do you suppose 

some have taken this view 

of Paul and his letters? 
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I have become a fool in boasting; you have compelled 

me. For I ought to have been commended by you; for in 

nothing was I behind the most eminent apostles, though I 

am nothing. Truly the signs of an apostle were 

accomplished among you with all perseverance, in signs 

and wonders and mighty deeds. 

II Corinthians 12:11-12 

Paul Proved his Apostleship 
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• From Tarsus of Cilicia (Acts 9:11) 

• Of the tribe of Benjamin (Philippians 3:5) 

• A tentmaker by trade (Acts 18:1-3) 

• A Pharisee (Philippians 3:5)  

• Taught by Gamaliel (Acts 22:3) 

• An exceptional student of the Law and the traditions 

(Galatians 1:14) 

• Present at and consented to the death of Stephen (Acts 7:58)  

• Saul zealously persecuted the church (Acts 9:1-2,14; 22:3-5; 

26:10-11; I Corinthians 15:9; Philippians 3:4-8)  

Saul of Tarsus: General Biography 
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Give some lessons we 

might take from these 

facts about Paul. 

• Prospects for conversion 

• The nature of zeal 

• Impact of secular/religious education 

• Other 
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Summarize the events 

surrounding Saul’s 

conversion as told in 

Acts 9 and Acts 22 
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Conversion of Saul of Tarsus 

• Saw and spoke to Jesus on the 

road to Damascus 

• Acknowledged Jesus 

• Prayed for 3 days 

• Fasted for 3 days 

• Experienced a vision from God 

• Miraculously healed by Ananias  

• Selected as a “chosen vessel” 

• Was baptized to wash away sins 

What conclusions 

can we draw from 

the story of Saul’s 

conversion to 

Christ? 
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Saul Joins Church at Jerusalem 

And when Saul had come to 

Jerusalem, he tried to join the 

disciples; but they were all afraid of 

him, and did not believe that he was 

a disciple. But Barnabas took him 

and brought him to the apostles. And 

he declared to them how he had seen 

the Lord on the road, and that He had 

spoken to him, and how he had 

preached boldly at Damascus in the 

name of Jesus. 

Acts 9:26-27 

What application do 

you see here 

regarding “church 

membership?” 
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Paul’s Life and Letters 
I. Early Life 

     A. Conversion (36 A.D.) 

     B. In Damascus, Arabia (37-39) 

     C. First visit to Jerusalem (39) 

     D. In Tarsus, Syria and Cilicia (39-43) 

     E. A year in Antioch with Barnabus (44) 

     F. Second visit to Jerusalem, with alms (45) 

II. First Preaching Tour (45-48) 

III. Third Visit to Jerusalem (50) 

 

First Preaching Tour 

Location: Galatia 

Reference: Acts 13:4-14:28 

Highlights: 

• Defended truth (13:9-12) 

• Established churches 

• Antioch 

• Pisidia 

• Iconium 

• Lystra 

• Derbe 

• Appointed plurality of elders (14:23) 
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Paul’s Life and Letters 
IV. Second Preaching Tour (51-54) 

     A. I Thessalonians written at Corinth (52) 

     B. II Thessalonians written at Corinth (53) 

     C. Fourth visit to Jerusalem (54) 

V. Third Preaching Tour (54-58) 

     A. I Corinthians written at Ephesus (Early 57) 

     B. II Corinthians written at Macedonia (Mid 57) 

     C. Galatians written at Corinth (Late 54) 

     D. Romans written at Corinth (Early 58) 

Second Preaching Tour 

Location: Galatia, Macedonia, Achaia 

Reference: Acts 15:36-18:23 

Highlights: 

• Conversion of Lydia (16:14-15) 

• The Philippian Jailor (16:25-34) 

• Established churches 

• Throughout Macedonia 
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Paul’s Life and Letters 
IV. Second Preaching Tour (51-54) 

     A. I Thessalonians written at Corinth (52) 

     B. II Thessalonians written at Corinth (53) 

     C. Fourth visit to Jerusalem (54) 

V. Third Preaching Tour (54-58) 

     A. I Corinthians written at Ephesus (Early 57) 

     B. II Corinthians written at Macedonia (Mid 57) 

     C. Galatians written at Corinth (Late 54) 

     D. Romans written at Corinth (Early 58) 

Third Preaching Tour 

Location: Galatia, Asia, Macedonia, 

Achaia 

Reference: Acts 18:23-21:17 

Highlights: 

• Baptism into Christ is the one baptism 

that saves (19:1-5) 

• Collected funds for needy saints 

(Romans 15:22-28) 

• Preached in Ephesus three years 

warning of false teachers (20:18-35) 
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Paul’s Life and Letters 
VI. Fifth Visit to Jerusalem (58) 

VII. Imprisonment at Cesarea (58-60) 

VII. Journey to Rome (60-61) 

IX. First Roman Captivity (61-63) 

     A. Philemon written (61/62) 

     B. Colossians written (61/62) 

     C. Ephesians written (61/62) 

     D. Philippians written (63) 

Paul’s Imprisonment 

• Mobbed by Jews in Jerusalem for 

desecrating the temple (Acts 21:27-30) 

• Taken into custody (Acts 21:31-33) 

• Entangled in Roman judicial system 

(Acts 22-23) 

• Taken before Felix, who held him for 

two years hoping to receive a bribe and 

as a favor to the Jews (Acts 24:24-27) 

• Appealed to Caesar as a Roman 

citizen before Festus (Acts 25) 

• Held under house arrest for two years 

following perilous journey to Rome that 

included shipwreck near Malta (Acts 27) 
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Paul’s Life and Letters 
VI. Fifth Visit to Jerusalem (58) 

VII. Imprisonment at Cesarea (58-60) 

VII. Journey to Rome (60-61) 

IX. First Roman Captivity (61-63) 

     A. Philemon written (61/62) 

     B. Colossians written (61/62) 

     C. Ephesians written (61/62) 

     D. Philippians written (63) 

Prison Epistles Written 

• Epaphras brings news about the 

church at Colossae 

• Colossians (1:24; 4:10; 4:18) 

• Paul meets Onesimus and writes to 

Philemon 

• Philemon (1; 9; 23) 

• Tychicus and Onesimus deliver letter to 

Ephesus on the way to Colossae 

• Ephesians (3:1; 4:1; 6:20) 

• Church at Philippi send Paul a gift by 

Epaphroditus and inquire as to his well- 

being; Paul writes to thank and update 

them 

• Philippians (1:12-14) 
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Paul’s Life and Letters 
X. Between Roman Captivities (63-67) 

     A. I Timothy written at Macedonia (67) 

     B. Titus written at Ephesus (67) 

XI. Second Roman Captivity (68) 

     A. II Timothy written  

     B. Paul’s death 
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• Challenged in his apostleship (II Corinthians 11:7-9; 12:11; Galatians 1:1,6; 2:14) 

• Some sought to inflict him with emotional pain (Philippians 1:15-17) 

• Some became enemies because he exposed their sin (Galatians 4:16) 

• Brought to tears by false teaching (Philippians 3:17-19) 

• Accused of being inconsistent and therefore untrustworthy (II Corinthians 1:17)  

• Accused of preaching his own opinions (II Corinthians 3:1; 4:5; 5:12; 10:12; 13:3) 

• Some said he was deranged (II Corinthians 5:13) 

• Some said he lacked courage and was a poor speaker (II Corinthians 10:1,10) 

• Was called inferior (II Corinthians 11:5) 

Paul Suffered Persecution Even by Brethren 
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• Faithfully fulfilled his commission (Acts 26:16-18)  

• Hard worker (I Corinthians 15:10) 

• Unashamed of the gospel message (Romans 1:16)  

• Preached to the lost (Romans 1:14-15) 

• Edified the saints (Acts 14:22) 

• Prayed often for the saints (Ephesians 1:15-16; 3:14-14; Philippians 1:3-

11; etc.)  

• Willing to stop doing something if it caused his brother to sin (I Corinthians 

8:13; 9:22) 

• Exposed and named sinners (I Timothy 1:20; II Timothy 2:16-17) 

• Aggressively contended for the truth (Acts 13:6-12) 

Paul’s Character 
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• Courageous; Willing to call the false teachers in Corinth “ministers of 

Satan,” “false apostles” and “deceitful workers” (II Corinthians 11:13-15) 

• Feared for the spiritual well being of brethren due to the work of false 

teachers (II Corinthians 11:1-4; 12:20) 

• Deeply loved other saints in fellowship with God (II Corinthians 12:15) 

• Humble (I Timothy 1:15; Ephesians 3:8)  

• Willing to suffer persecution for the spiritual well-being of others 

(Ephesians 3:13; Philippians 1:12ff) 

Paul’s Character 

Overview of the Life of Paul 



What general lessons from 

the life of Paul do you 

observe that would be 

helpful for us today? 

• Contentment 

• Discouragement 

• Pressing onward 

• Hope 
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