
The Prison Epistles 
Ephesians – Colossians – Philemon – Philippians 

The Letter to the 

Philippians 



Paul’s Life and Letters 
First Roman Captivity (61-63) 

     A. Philemon written (61/62) 

     B. Colossians written (61/62) 

     C. Ephesians written (61/62) 

     D. Philippians written (63) 

Prison Epistles Written 

 Epaphras brings news about the 
church at Colossae 

• Colossians (1:24; 4:10; 4:18) 

 Paul meets Onesimus and writes to 
Philemon 

• Philemon (1; 9; 23) 

 Tychicus and Onesimus deliver letter 
to Ephesus on the way to Colossae 

• Ephesians (3:1; 4:1; 6:20) 

 Church at Philippi send Paul a gift by 
Epaphroditus and inquire as to his well- 
being; Paul writes to thank and update 
them 

• Philippians (1:12-14) 



Epaphroditus 
 Common Greek name meaning “lovely” or “charming” 

Brought a gift to imprisoned Paul from the Philippians (4:18) 

 Transporting financial support such a great distance would 
have been a dangerous task 

 Became sick to the point of death during the journey, but 
continued his journey and completed this important mission 

 Used by Paul as an example of a dedicated worker, the kind of 
man that should be held in “high esteem” (4:25-30) 

 Due to Paul’s description of him as a “fellow-worker” some 
have suggested Epaphroditus may have been the minister at 
Philippi 







The Egnatian Way 

The Via Egnatia was built beginning in 
145 BC and was Rome's primary 
artery to the east. Philippi was an 
important outpost along the road.  
The Egnatian Way made it easier for 
Rome to move troops throughout the 
empire and would have been used 
extensively by Paul in his travels. 

Extensive Excavations 

Archaeological work has revealed a 
large and well-preserved forum, a 
theater, and several early Greek  
church locations. A series of 
earthquakes destroyed many of the 
buildings and probably contributed to 
the city's decline. 



City of Philippi 
 Acts 16 records Paul’s visit to Macedonia, the first taking of the gospel into what is now 
Northern Greece 

 He sailed from Troas to Neapolis, where he took the Egnatian Way to Philippi (about 10 
miles)  

 Mines and mineral resources created a “gold rush” town in the later centuries BC 

Father of Alexander the Great (Phillip II) established an outpost to protect the silver and 
gold and renamed city after himself 

 In 42 BC, Antony and Octavian (Augustus) defeated Cassius and Brutus here, marking 
the beginning  
of the Roman Empire  

 Area inhabited largely by Italians and Greek Macedonians (less skepticism and 
philosophy) 

 Augustus established the city as a Roman Colony (tax exemptions, land ownership, 
military veterans) 

 Many think Luke was from Philippi due to his time spent there and the presence of a 
well known medical school 



Gangites River 

Due to the small Jewish population 
there was no synagogue in Philippi. 
Instead, Jews met for prayer along 
this riverside. At a location such as 
this one, Paul and Luke met Lydia 
and she and her household obeyed 
the gospel.  

The Philippian Jail 

The remains of a jail cell in Philippi such 
as the one where Paul and Silas were 

imprisoned. It was in a cell like this one 
where they were miraculously freed 

and taught “the word of the Lord” to 
the prison keeper who, along with his 

household, obeyed the gospel.  



Personal stories such as these 
give insight into Paul’s special 
relationship with the Philippian 
Christians and demonstrate 
some of the reasons for his 
fondness toward them. 



Paul in Philippi 
 Traveled there as a result of the “Macedonian Call” during his second 
missionary journey (Acts 16:11-12) 

 Met and taught Lydia and her household (16:13-15) 

 His only recorded miracle, the casting out of a spirit in an slave girl, 
resulted in his imprisonment there along with Silas (16:16-24) 

 During this imprisonment, the men were miraculously freed and taught 
the “word of the Lord” to the prison keeper, who along with his household, 
believed and were baptized (16:25-34) 

 Paul used his Roman citizenship to escape further punishment and met 
with the brethren before his departure (16:35-40) 

 Visited during his third missionary journey (Acts 20:1,6) and wrote second 
letter to the Corinthians during that time 

 Luke had stayed in Philippi in the intervening time (note first person 
narrative) 



The Church at Philippi 
 First church founded in Europe (Acts 16:12-40);  Lydia and a Roman 
jail keeper among first converts 

 Had never waivered in their faith nor in their support for Paul 

 Sent aid to Paul on at least four occasions and done so liberally and 
willingly (4:15-16; II Cor 11:9) 

 Generously aided the needy saints in Jerusalem (II Cor 8:1-5) 

 Sent aid to Paul while he was imprisoned (4:10,14,18) 

 Repeatedly referred to as “beloved” and spoken of with great 
fondness by Paul 

 “Fully organized” New Testament church (1:1) 

 Though few Jews there, their influence still seen but had been 
rejected (3:1-9,17-19)  

 May have met in the house of Lydia (Acts 16:40) 

 Suffered tribulation for Christ’s sake (1:28-30; II Cor 8:1-2) 



Letter to the Philippians 
Salutation “Grace be unto you” (1:1-2) 

• (1:3-26) Paul’s Concern for the Philippians 

• (1:27-2:16) Example of Christ 

• (2:19-24) Example of Timothy 

• (2:25-30) Example of Epaphroditus 

• (3:1-4:9) Example of Paul 

• (4:10-4:20) The Philippians’ Concern for Paul 

Salutation “Grace be with you” (4:21-23) 

 

KEY WORD: JOY – REJOICE 



Rejoicing in Philippians 
 (1:3-4) Rejoice in prayer and fellowship 

 (1:18) Rejoice in preaching 

 (2:1-2) Rejoice in unity and humility 

 (2:16-18) Rejoice in salvation and productive service 

 (2:28) Rejoice in God’s power 

 (3:1) Rejoice in truth 

 (4:1) Rejoice in brethren 

 (4:4) Rejoice in the Lord 

 (4:12) Rejoice in status (contentment)  



Philippians 1 – Christ: Our Life 
vs. 21: “To Live is Christ” – Seven Expressions of Christ 
being all in the believer’s life 

1. The affections of Christ (8) 

2. The interests of Christ (12-18) 

3. The Spirit of Christ (19) 

4. The magnification of Christ (20) 

5. The desire of being with Christ (23) 

6. The life belonging to Christ (27) 

7. The attitude of the Christ (27-30) – continued in ch. 2 



What kind of suffering is Paul 
speaking of in 1:29-30? What 
other passage might this call to 
our minds? 



Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let 
him not be ashamed, but let him glorify 
God in this matter. 

I Peter 4:16 (NKJV) 

Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let 
him not be ashamed, but let him glorify 
God in that name. 

I Peter 4:16 (ESV) 



Philippians 2 – Key Phrase 

“Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus…” (vs. 5) 

 

Christ is the believer’s mind 



Phil 2: “Let this Mind be in You” 
 Exhortation toward Christ-mindedness (1-2) 
 Exhibition of Christ-mindedness (3-4) 
 Exposition on Christ-mindedness (5-8) 
 Application of Christ-mindedness (12-15) 
 Exemplification of Christ-mindedness (19-30) 



Phil 2: “Let this Mind be in You” 
 Exhortation toward Christ-mindedness (1-2) 

Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-
minded, having the same love, being of one accord, 
of one mind. 

“Exhortation” 
What is the one thing perhaps 
above all others we should be 
compelled to do if we have the 
mind of Christ? 



How do we achieve the kind 
of unity Paul speaks of in Phil 
2:1-2? 

Remember John 17 

Remember Ephesians 4 

Remember 1 Corinthians 1 

. . . And Read On! 



Phil 2: “Let this Mind be in You” 
 Exhortation toward Christ-mindedness (1-2) 
 Exhibition of Christ-mindedness (3-4) 

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 
than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others. 

Lit. “Factions” What is the priority in vs. 4 based 
on what Paul said in vs. 3? 



Phil 2: “Let this Mind be in You” 
 Exhortation toward Christ-mindedness (1-2) 
 Exhibition of Christ-mindedness (3-4) 

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 
than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others. 

Lit. “Factions” Unity/Likemindedness 

• Remember the motivation 

• Realize the danger 

• Remove the obstacles 

• Reconcile our desires 



Phil 2: “Let this Mind be in You” 
 Exhortation toward Christ-mindedness (1-2) 
 Exhibition of Christ-mindedness (3-4) 
 Exposition on Christ-mindedness (5-8) 

 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, 
being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be 
equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking 
the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of 
men. And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of 
death, even the death of the cross. 

Not humiliation, but self-humbling 



Discussion: 

“Did not consider it robbery* to be 
equal with God” (NKJV) 

vs. 

“Did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped*” (ESV/NASB) 

*“A thing to be seized; booty; plunder; a prize” 
(only usage in New Testament) 



Discussion: 

“Made himself of no reputation” (NKJV) 

vs. 

“Emptied himself” (ESV/NASB) 

Rom 4:14 – made of no effect / is void 

1 Cor 1:17 – made of no effect / emptied of its power 

1 Cor 9:15 – make void / deprive of ground(s) 

2 Cor 9:3 – be in vain / may prove empty 



Phil 2: “Let this Mind be in You” 
 Exhortation toward Christ-mindedness (1-2) 
 Exhibition of Christ-mindedness (3-4) 
 Exposition on Christ-mindedness (5-8) 

 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, 
being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be 
equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking 
the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of 
men. And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of 
death, even the death of the cross. 



Does my work 
demonstrate the 
humility of “the mind 
of Christ?” 



Phil 2: “Let this Mind be in You” 
 Exhortation toward Christ-mindedness (1-2) 
 Exhibition of Christ-mindedness (3-4) 
 Exposition on Christ-mindedness (5-8) 
 Application of Christ-mindedness (12-15) 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in 
you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. Do all things 
without complaining and disputing, that you may become blameless 
and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights 
in the world, 



What are your thoughts on the 
phrase “work out your own 
salvation” in 2:12? 

Do you see anything in this 
passage that indicates how one 
might do this? 



List the attributes of one who 
works toward Christ-mindedness. 

• Works without murmuring, disputing and 
complaining 

• Blameless and harmless 

• Without fault 

• Shines as a light in the world 

• Holds fast the word 



• Works without 
murmuring, 
disputing and 
complaining 

• Blameless and 
harmless 

• Without fault 

• Shines as a light 
in the world 

• Holds fast the 
word 

These are grumblers, malcontents, 
following their own sinful desires; they are 
loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism 
to gain advantage. But you must remember, 
beloved, the predictions of the apostles of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. They said to you, "In 
the last time there will be scoffers, 
following their own ungodly passions." It is 
these who cause divisions, worldly people, 
devoid of the Spirit. But you, beloved, 
building yourselves up in your most holy 
faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep 
yourselves in the love of God, waiting for 
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that 
leads to eternal life.  

(Jude 1:16-21 ESV) 



• Works without 
murmuring, 
disputing and 
complaining 

• Blameless and 
harmless 

• Without fault 

• Shines as a light 
in the world 

• Holds fast the 
word 

Moses said to the LORD, "Why have you 
dealt ill with your servant? And why have I 
not found favor in your sight, that you lay 
the burden of all this people on me? Did I 
conceive all this people? Did I give them 
birth, that you should say to me, 'Carry 
them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a 
nursing child,' to the land that you swore to 
give their fathers? Where am I to get meat 
to give to all this people? For they weep 
before me and say, 'Give us meat, that we 
may eat.' I am not able to carry all this 
people alone; the burden is too heavy for 
me. If you will treat me like this, kill me at 
once, if I find favor in your sight, that I may 
not see my wretchedness."  

(Numbers 11:11-15) 



• Works without 
murmuring, 
disputing and 
complaining 

• Blameless and 
harmless 

• Without fault 

• Shines as a light 
in the world 

• Holds fast the 
word 

Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven. 

(Matthew 5:16) 



Phil 2: “Let this Mind be in You” 
 Exhortation toward Christ-mindedness (1-2) 
 Exhibition of Christ-mindedness (3-4) 
 Exposition on Christ-mindedness (5-8) 
 Application of Christ-mindedness (12-15) 
 Exemplification of Christ-mindedness (19-30) 

•Example of Timothy (2:19-24) 

•Example of Epaphroditus (2:25-30) 



Philippians 3 – Key Phrase 

“That I may know him…” (vs. 10) 

 

Christ is the believer’s GOAL 



Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me 
to write the same things to you is not tedious, 
but for you it is safe. 

Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware 
of the mutilation! 

(Philippians 3:1-2) 

Q: What does he mean when 
he says “it is safe?” 

A: It will help to secure them 

Q: Who or what are the “dogs” he 
refers to here? 

A: Teachers that bind Jewish law 
and tradition on Christians 

Q: What is “the mutilation?” What 
lessons are there for us today? 

A: The binding of circumcision, 
which amounts to nothing 

Q: What does Paul refer to here as 
“the same things?” 

A: His reminders to them to rejoice 



What are the three characteristics given 
to describe “the true circumcision?” 

• Worship God in the spirit 

• Rejoice in Christ Jesus 

• No confidence in the flesh • “According to the law 
of the Spirit” as in 
Romans 8:2 

• “By the Spirit” 

• “In spirit” as in John 
4:24 



Paul’s Confidence in the Flesh 
 Circumcised the eighth day 

• An Israelite by birth; part of the covenant promise 
 Of the stock of Israel 

• Unblemished pedigree – parents Israelites by birth 
 Of the tribe of Benjamin 

• Tribe that gave the first king of Israel; remained true to 
Davidic throne; Helped Judah and Levi restore the temple 

 A Hebrew of the Hebrews 
• Proficient in Hebrew language and scripture 

 Concerning the law, a Pharisee 
• By choice, of the strictest sect 

 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church 
• Relentless in opposition to other sects  

 Blameless in the law 
• Held to the observances and requirements of the law 



“If anyone else thinks he has 
reason for confidence in the flesh, I 
have more.” (ESV) 

But whatever gain I had, I counted 
as loss* for the sake of Christ. 

(Phil 4:7 ESV) 
*lit. damage 



Prioritized Valuation: 

“But indeed I count all things loss for 
the excellence of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord…” 

Philippians 4:8 

What value does Paul say he placed on “all 
things” of which he had suffered loss? 



ALL THINGS LOSS THAT I MAY… 
• Gain Christ and be found in Him (8-9) 

• Know Him and the power of His resurrection (10) 

• Attain to the resurrection from the dead (11) 

• Lay hold of as He has laid hold of me (12) 





ALL THINGS LOSS THAT I MAY… 
• Gain Christ and be found in Him (8-9) 

• Know Him and the power of His resurrection (10) 

• Attain to the resurrection from the dead (11) 

• Lay hold of as He has laid hold of me (12) 

How does Paul say we can achieve 
this “laying hold of?” 

Is Paul expressing doubt in his own 
eternal salvation? 



Do you see teaching in vs.8-9 that 
rejects the idea that baptism is work 
that “earns” salvation? 

• Reject personal advantages 

• Gain knowledge of Christ 

• Obtain righteousness through faith 

• Forget what is behind 

• Press toward the goal 

• Lay hold of eternal life 



Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have 
this mind; and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal even this to you.  

Nevertheless, to the degree that we have 
already attained, let us walk by the same rule, 
let us be of the same mind. 

(Philippians 3:15-16) 



Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have 
this mind; and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal even this to you.  

Nevertheless, to the degree that we have 
already attained, let us walk by the same rule, 
let us be of the same mind. 

(Philippians 3:15-16) 



Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have 
this mind; and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal even this to you.  

Nevertheless, to the degree that we have 
already attained, let us walk by the same rule, 
let us be of the same mind. 

(Philippians 3:15-16) 



Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have 
this mind; and if in anything you think 
otherwise, God will reveal even this to you.  

Nevertheless, to the degree that we have 
already attained, let us walk by the same rule, 
let us be of the same mind. 

(Philippians 3:15-16) 



Phil 3:17-4:1 “Follow My Example” 
Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, 
as you have us for a pattern. For many walk, of whom I have told you 
often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 
the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their 
belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on 
earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also 
eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform 
our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, 
according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all 
things to Himself. Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, 
my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved. 



Phil 3:17-4:1 “Follow My Example” 
Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, 
as you have us for a pattern. For many walk, of whom I have told you 
often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 
the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their 
belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on 
earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also 
eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform 
our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, 
according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all 
things to Himself. Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, 
my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved. 



Discuss the Christian’s duty to 
observe and make judgments 
about the teaching and lives of 
others. Compare Rom 16:17-18. 

Q: Who are the “enemies of the 
cross” mentioned here? 
A: Those who appear righteous but in reality are self-serving 



Phil 3:17-4:1 “Follow My Example” 
Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, 
as you have us for a pattern. For many walk, of whom I have told you 
often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 
the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their 
belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on 
earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also 
eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform 
our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, 
according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all 
things to Himself. Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, 
my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved. 



What is meant by “our citizenship 
is in Heaven?” (cmp. 1:27) 

What is the intended contrast 
between “us” and “them?” 



Phil 3:17-4:1 “Follow My Example” 
Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so walk, 
as you have us for a pattern. For many walk, of whom I have told you 
often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 
the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose god is their 
belly, and whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on 
earthly things. For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also 
eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform 
our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body, 
according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all 
things to Himself. Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, 
my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved. 

What is the motivation given for faithfulness here? Give a 
similar exhortation from Paul found elsewhere. 



Philippians 4 – Key Phrase 

“Through Christ who strengthens 
me…” (vs. 13) 

 

Christ is the believer’s STRENGTH 



• What four individuals are mentioned here?  

• Euodia, Syntyche, Paul’s “true companion” and Clement 

• Note that even a church considered by Paul to be his “joy and 
crown” was not perfect. 

• As with Philemon and Onesimus, we are reminded here that 
reconciling brethren is noble work. 

I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in 
the Lord. And I urge you also, true companion, help these women 
who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest 
of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life. 

(Phil 4:2-3) 



• “For me to write the same things to you is not tedious” 

• Christians need reminders to be full of joy. 

• The conflict between Euodia and Syntyche seems to be motivation 
behind the admonition toward “gentleness” 

• Reasonableness (ESV); Gentle spirit (NASB); Moderation (KJV); 
Forbearance (ASV) 

• What is the motivation given for having this quality? 

• See also James 5:8  

Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 

Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 

(Phil 4:4-5) 



Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God; and the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

(Phil 4:6-7) 

Q: What is the “secret” to avoiding worldly anxiety? 

A: Don’t worry, pray with thanksgiving 

Q: How are prayer and supplication alike/different? 

A: Prayer is a general term for addressing God; 
Supplication is a petition based on need to God 

Q: What does “be anxious for nothing” mean? 

A: Do not be overcome with worry (Mt. 6:25-34) 



Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, 
whatever things are noble, whatever things are 
just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are 
lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there 
is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—
meditate on these things. The things which you 
learned and received and heard and saw in me, 
these do, and the God of peace will be with you. 

(Phil 4:8-9) 

Considering the greater context, what is Paul’s point in 
saying “meditate on” (“think about” ESV) these things? 



But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care 
for me has flourished again; though you surely did care, 
but you lacked opportunity. Not that I speak in regard to 
need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be 
content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both 
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me. 

(Phil 4:10-13) 

Place the well-known statement “I can do all things…” in 
its proper context? How can this statement be used 
incorrectly/correctly? 



But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care 
for me has flourished again; though you surely did care, 
but you lacked opportunity. Not that I speak in regard to 
need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be 
content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both 
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me. 

(Phil 4:10-13) 

Q: How did Paul develop the quality of contentment such that he could 
exhibit it is even the direst of circumstances? 

A: “I have learned” – lit. To learn by use in practice; to be in the habit of 



But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care 
for me has flourished again; though you surely did care, 
but you lacked opportunity. Not that I speak in regard to 
need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be 
content: I know how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both 
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need. I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me. 

(Phil 4:10-13) 

And God is able to make all grace 
abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, 
you may abound in every good work. 

II Corinthians 9:8 

Have we developed 
“habitual contentment” 
such that we can agree with 
these statements? 



Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my 
distress. Now you Philippians know also that in the 
beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, 
no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving 
but you only. For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once 
and again for my necessities. Not that I seek the gift, but I 
seek the fruit that abounds to your account. 

(Phil 4:14-17) 

What does Paul value more than the gifts sent by the 
Philippians? 

What is “the fruit that abounds to [their] account?” 



Rejoicing in Philippians 
 (1:3-4) Rejoice in prayer and fellowship 

 (1:18) Rejoice in preaching 

 (2:1-2) Rejoice in unity and humility 

 (2:16-18) Rejoice in salvation and productive service 

 (2:28) Rejoice in God’s power 

 (3:1) Rejoice in truth 

 (4:1) Rejoice in brethren 

 (4:4) Rejoice in the Lord 

 (4:12) Rejoice in status (contentment)  


