
The Prison Epistles 
Ephesians – Colossians – Philemon – Philippians 

The Letter 
to the 

Ephesians 



Overview of Ephesians 



• Port city of Asia minor; Major thoroughfare  

• Built on slopes of hills offering spectacular view 

• Beautiful climate with fertile soils 

• Commerce centered around temple of Diana (Artemis), making it 
the chief city of region 

• Drew large numbers of religious devotees, priests, and artisans;  
Criminal sanctuary 

• Apostle Paul made first significant progress against Diana; 
Christians there historically credited with the eventual demise of 
Diana worship by AD 262 

• One of most thoroughly excavated sites (1863-1874); 10’ thick 
wall, towers at 100’ intervals, floor of Diana Temple (425’ x 220’) 

The City of Ephesus 

Overview of Ephesians 



Overview of Ephesians 

Column fragments on original site of Temple of Artemis (Diana) 



Overview of Ephesians 

Modern Reconstruction: Temple of Artemis (Diana) 



Overview of Ephesians 

“I have set eyes on the wall of lofty Babylon on 
which is a road for chariots, and the statue of Zeus 
by the Alpheus, and the hanging gardens, and the 
colossus of the Sun, and the huge labor of the high 
pyramids, and the vast tomb of Mausolus; but when 
I saw the house of Artemis that mounted to the 
clouds, those other marvels lost their brilliancy, and 
I said, ‘Lo, apart from Olympus, the Sun never 
looked on aught so grand.’” 
 

Antipater of Sidon (~140 BC) 



Overview of Ephesians 



Overview of Ephesians 



• Diana: goddess of the hunt; often depicted with bow and arrow 

• Many references to riches and abundance in Christ seem to be 
allusions to a contrast to their former pagan riches  

Allusions to Diana in Ephesians 

Overview of Ephesians 

“fullness” 

“riches” 

“abounded” 

“exceeding riches” 

“riches of glory” 

“exceedingly abundantly” 



 

• Contrast implied in the description of the church as the “Holy 
Temple” built with the foundation of the apostles and prophets and 
Jesus the Christ as the cornerstone (2:19-22) 

• The section on spiritual warfare appropriate to the violent 
reactions of the Ephesians toward those who opposed their Diana-
based livelihoods (6:10-16) 

Allusions to Diana in Ephesians 

Overview of Ephesians 

• Diana: goddess of the hunt; often depicted with bow and arrow 

• Many references to riches and abundance in Christ seem to be 
allusions to a contrast to their former pagan riches  



The Church at Ephesus 

• Acts 18-19  ~AD 53: Paul reasoned with Jews in 
the synagogue returning from 
Macedonia to Jerusalem (18)  

 Apollos, Aquila and Priscilla (18) 

 Jews vigorously opposed (18) 

 Disciples of John corrected (19) 

 Paul teaches for two more years (19) 

 Word grew through mighty miracles 
(19) 

 Teaching against Diana; Rioting (19) 

 Many gave up the riches of Diana for 
the “unsearchable riches of Christ” 
(3:8) 

Overview of Ephesians 



The Church at Ephesus 

• Acts 18-19 

• Acts 20 

 ~AD 56: Sailing past Ephesus, Paul 
and Luke stop in Miletus 

 Paul sends for the elders of the 
church at Ephesus 

 Paul discusses his ministry, exhorts 
the elders to shepherd the flock in 
Ephesus, and bids them an emotional 
final farewell 

Overview of Ephesians 



The Church at Ephesus 

• Acts 18-19 

• Acts 20 

• I Corinthians 15:32 If, in the manner of men, I have 
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what 
advantage is it to me? If the dead do 
not rise, “Let us eat and drink, for 
tomorrow we die!” 

I Corinthians 15:32 

Written during three year ministry in Ephesus 

Overview of Ephesians 



The Church at Ephesus 

• Acts 18-19 

• Acts 20 

• I Corinthians 15:32 

• I & II Timothy 

Overview of Ephesians 



The Church at Ephesus 

• Acts 18-19 

• Acts 20 

• I Corinthians 15:32 

• I & II Timothy 

• Revelation 2 

 Jesus writes to the church in Rev 2 

 Commends their labor, patience 
and intolerance of evil 

 Applauds their testing and rejection 
of false apostles and doctrines 

 Condemns them for “leaving their 
first love” and calls for repentence  

Overview of Ephesians 



What were the circumstances 

when Paul sent the letter to 

the Ephesians? 

What other letters were sent 

at the same time? 

Overview of Ephesians 



Ephesians 6:21 But that you also may know my affairs and how I am 
doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will 
make all things known to you; 

Overview of Ephesians 

If this letter was delivered to Ephesus 

en route to Colossae, why do you 

suppose Onesimus is not mentioned 

with Tychicus? 



 
 
 
 
Colossians 4:7-9 Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow 
servant in the Lord, will tell you all the news about me. I am sending him to 
you for this very purpose, that he may know your circumstances and 
comfort your hearts, with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who 
is one of you. They will make known to you all things which are 
happening here.  
 
Philemon 1:10-12 I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, whom I have 
begotten while in my chains, who once was unprofitable to you, but now is 
profitable to you and to me. I am sending him back. You therefore receive 
him, that is, my own heart, 
 
Colossians 4:16 Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is 
read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read 
the epistle from Laodicea. 

Overview of Ephesians 

Ephesians 6:21 But that you also may know my affairs and how I am 
doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will 
make all things known to you; 



Chapters 1-3:  Our Wealth in Christ 

Chapters 4-6:  Our Walk in Christ 

Letter to the Ephesians 

Chapters 1-3:  Doctrinal 

Chapters 4-6:  Practical 

Overview of Ephesians 



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ. . . 

(Ephesians 1:3) 

 

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called. . . 

(Ephesians 4:1) 

Key Verses in Ephesians 

Overview of Ephesians 



Chapters 1-3:  Our Wealth in Christ 

 

 

 

Letter to the Ephesians 

1-14: Praise of spiritual possession 

15-23: Prayer for spiritual perception 

1-10: Our new condition in Christ 

11-22: Our new relation in Christ 

1-12: Revealing of the Divine mystery 

13-21: Receiving of the Divine fullness   

Overview of Ephesians 



Chapters 4-6:  Our Walk in Christ 

Letter to the Ephesians 

4:1-16 – Regarding the local church 

4:17-5:2 – Regarding our brethren 

5:3-21 – Regarding the world 

5:22-6:9 – Regarding relationships 

6:10-20 – Guarding against wickedness 

Overview of Ephesians 



1:4 

1:7 

1:10 

1:11 

1:13 

3:12 

“In Christ” – “In Him” – “In Whom” 

1:1 

1:10 

1:20 

2:7 

2:13 

3:11 

1:3 

1:12 

2:6 

2:10 

3:6 

4:32 

1:13 

2:21 

2:22 

3:12 

1:4 

1:7 

1:10 

1:11 

1:13 

3:12 

Spiritual 
Possession in 

Ephesians 

Overview of Ephesians 



What lessons might we be able 

to draw from this general 

information about Ephesus and 

the church there? 

Overview of Ephesians 



• Success in Christ may be found in unexpected 

environments 

• Diligence must be maintained in attitude as well 

as action 

• Churches can remain faithful 

• Churches can fall away 

• Even in dire circumstances, we can maintain a 

spirit of joy 

General Lessons from Ephesians 

Overview of Ephesians 



Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places in Christ… 

Ephesians 1:3 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:1-14 



vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 7 

vs. 9 

vs. 11 

vs. 13 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:4-14 

“us”  ◊  “we have”  ◊  “you were” 



vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 7 

vs. 9 

vs. 11 

vs. 13 

Chose us (4) 

Predestined us (5) 

Redeemed us (7) 

Revealed to us (9) 

Gave an inheritance 

to us (11) 

Sealed us with the 

Holy Spirit (13) 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:4-14 



Some have stated that the “us” 

in vs. 4 (“He chose us”) is a 

reference to Paul and the other 

apostles. What do you think? 

Ephesians 1:3-14 



vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 7 

vs. 9 

vs. 11 

vs. 13 

Chose us (4) 

Predestined us (5) 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:4-14 

chose 

eklegomai – to pick or 
choose out for one’s self 

ekloge – the act of 
picking out or choosing; 

election   

predestined 

proorizo – to 
predetermine; decide 

beforehand 



vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 7 

vs. 9 

vs. 11 

vs. 13 

Chose us (4) 

Predestined us (5) 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:4-14 

Calvinist: 
• individual 

• dependant on God’s will 

• without foreknowledge 

• unconditional and final 
(impossibility of apostasy) 

Arminian: 
• individual 

• based on foreknowledge of 
response and faithfulness 

• unconditional and final (God 
knows who will persevere) 



vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 7 

vs. 9 

vs. 11 

vs. 13 

Chose us (4) 

Predestined us (5) 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:4-14 

“…whom he foreknew he also 
predestined…” 
Romans 8:29  

 

“…elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God…” 
I Peter 1:2  
 

“…whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed 
to the image of His Son…” 
Romans 8:29  

“…elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God…for 
obedience” 
I Peter 1:2  



vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 7 

vs. 9 

vs. 11 

vs. 13 

Chose us (4) 

Predestined us (5) 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:4-14 

“For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the 
things of the Spirit.” 

Romans 8:5 
  

“Therefore brethren be even more diligent to make your calling and 
election sure…” 

II Peter 1:10 
 

“He chose us… that we should be holy and without blame” 
Ephesians 1:4  



Compare and contrast  

predestination, purpose, and 

son-ship in the Old Testament 

and the New Testament. 

Ephesians 1:3-14 



vs. 4 

vs. 5 

vs. 7 

vs. 9 

vs. 11 

vs. 13 

Redeemed us (7) 

Revealed to us (9) 

Gave an inheritance 

to us (11) 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:4-14 



Sealed us with the 

Holy Spirit (13) 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:4-14 

seal 

sphragizo – to set a seal 
upon; mark with a seal; 

to seal 

1. To guarantee authenticity 

A.  A document (Est 3:12) 

B.  A person [fig.] (I Cor 9:2) 

2. Mark for ownership (Song 8:6) 

3. To protect against tampering 
or harm (Matt 27:66; Rev 5:1) 



Sealed us with the 

Holy Spirit (13) 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:4-14 

1. To guarantee authenticity 

2. Mark for ownership 

3. To protect against 
tampering or harm  

The Spirit Himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God. 

Romans 8:16 



Sealed us with the 

Holy Spirit (13) 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:4-14 

1. To guarantee authenticity 

2. Mark for ownership 

3. To protect against 
tampering or harm  

But you are not in the flesh 
but in the Spirit, if indeed the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Romans 8:9 



Sealed us with the 

Holy Spirit (13) 

Praise for Spiritual Possession 
Ephesians 1:4-14 

1. To guarantee authenticity 

2. Mark for ownership 

3. To protect against 
tampering or harm  

that He would grant you, 
according to the riches of His 
glory, to be strengthened with 
might through His Spirit in the 
inner man, 

Ephesians 3:16 



Which usage of “seal” does Paul 

have in mind here? Why? 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the 
praise of His glory. 

Ephesians 1:14 

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom 
you were sealed for the day of redemption. 

Ephesians 4:30 



Discuss the concept of 

“trust” introduced in 12-13. 

How might this verse (13) 

help dispel some of the 

modern incorrect conclusions 

about “predestination?” 

Ephesians 1:3-14 



Chapters 1-3:  Our Wealth in Christ 

 

 

 

Letter to the Ephesians 

1-14: Praise of spiritual possession 

15-23: Prayer for spiritual perception 

1-10: Our new condition in Christ 

11-22: Our new relation in Christ 

1-12: Revealing of the Divine mystery 

13-21: Receiving of the Divine fullness   



What two attributes of the 

Ephesians gave Paul cause to 

pray and give thanks? 

Ephesians 1:15-16 



Paul says he “heard” of their 

faith and love. Given the time he 

had spent there and his close 

relationship, why would he say 

this? How is this significant 

based on what would happen 

later? 

Ephesians 1:15-16 



What is the “spirit of wisdom and 

revelation” in vs. 17? Some versions 

capitalize “Spirit” indicating a 

reference to the Holy Spirit. Do you 

agree? Why or why not? Does your 

answer impact what meaning, if 

any, the verse has for us today? 

Ephesians 1:17-21 



There are three things Paul 

hopes the Ephesians will grow 

to know and appreciate (18). 

Identify those three 

statements. 

Ephesians 1:17-21 



Ephesians 1:17-21 

Enlightened Eyes of Understanding 

The Hope of His Calling 

The Riches of the Glory of His Inheritance 

The Exceeding Greatness of His Power 



Ephesians 1:17-21 

The Hope of His Calling 
Resurrection and Immortality 

(1 Corinthians 15:19-20) 

Reigning with Christ 

(Revelation 3:21) 

Eternal inheritance in Heaven 

(Colossians 1:5, I Peter 1:3-4) 

Perfect Transformation into the Image of Christ 

(I John 3:2) 



Ephesians 1:17-21 

Enlightened Eyes of Understanding 

The Hope of His Calling 

The Riches of the Glory of His Inheritance 

The Exceeding Greatness of His Power 



What is the basis for 

achieving the “enlightened 

eyes of understanding” 

detailed here? 

Ephesians 1:17-21 



With respect to the church, 

what is Christ’s role or 

position? 

What is another description 

for the church? 

Ephesians 1:22-23 



Ephesians 1:22-23 

The Church which is His Body 



Ephesians 1:22-23 

The Church which is His Body 



What are your thoughts on 

Paul’s mentioning of the 

church here as it relates to 

the larger context of the 

epistle? 

Ephesians 1:22-23 



What is the meaning of “the 

fullness of Him who fills all in 

all?” 

Ephesians 1:22-23 



Looking ahead: 

How will the teaching in these 

verses be used later in the 

letter? 

Ephesians 1:22-23 



Chapters 1-3:  Our Wealth in Christ 

 

 

 

Letter to the Ephesians 

1-14: Praise of spiritual possession 

15-23: Prayer for spiritual perception 

1-10: Our new condition in Christ 

11-22: Our new relation in Christ 

1-12: Revealing of the Divine mystery 

13-21: Receiving of the Divine fullness   



Summarize the main point of 

Ephesians 2 for those to 

whom Paul is writing. 

Ephesians 2 

What do you think is the 

general application for today? 



Polytheism and the Gentiles 

Monotheism and the Jews 

The worldwide influence of 

“The Way” in reconciling the 

two in spiritual unity 



The Church in Ephesians 

The church which is 
His body (1:22-23) 

Where Jew and 
Gentile are reconciled 

in one holy temple 
(ch. 2-3) 

In which every part 
does its share (4:16) 

Foundation of apostles and prophets/Jesus the chief cornerstone/According to the eternal purpose 



List the descriptive terms 

applied to the Gentiles prior 

to their being “made alive.” 

Ephesians 2:1-7 



What We Were 
• Dead in Trespasses (1) 

• Walking in Sin (2) 

• Sons of Disobedience (2) 

• Conducting Ourselves in Lusts (3) 

• Fulfilling the Desires of Flesh/Mind (3) 

• Children of Wrath (3) 

Ephesians 2:1-7 



What is the value in being 

reminded of having been in 

such a miserable condition? 

Ephesians 2:1-7 

How are the unsaved “by 

nature children of wrath?” 



Notice the unifying language 

Paul uses in describing the 

reconciling salvation of God 

(also we all once… vs.3). 

Ephesians 2:1-7 



Unifying Language 
• He loved us (4) 

• We were dead (5) 

• Made us alive together (5) 

• Raised us up together (6) 

• Made us sit together (6) 

• To show his grace/kindness toward us (7) 

Ephesians 2:1-7 



What We Were 

• Dead in Trespasses (1) 

• Walking in Sin (2) 

• Sons of Disobedience (2) 

• Conducting Ourselves in 
Lusts (3) 

• Fulfilling the Desires of 
Flesh/Mind (3) 

• Children of Wrath (3) 

Ephesians 2:1-7 

• He loved us (4) 

• Made us alive together (5) 

• Raised us up together (6) 

• Made us sit together (6) 

• To show his grace/kindness 
toward us (7) 

What He Did 



Summarize the common 

modern understanding of 

Ephesians 2:8-9. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 

Place these verses in context. 



Our New Relation in Christ 

“Therefore remember that you were…” 

 

“But now in Christ Jesus” 

 

“Now therefore you are…”   

Ephesians 2:11-22 



Our New Relation in Christ 

Old Relationship: WITHOUT CHRIST 

 

Barriers Removed: BY CHRIST 

 

New Relationship: IN CHRIST 

Ephesians 2:11-22 



The old relationship:  

List five descriptions in vs. 12 

of those who are not “in 

Christ.” 

Ephesians 2:11-12 



Old Relationship: Without Christ 

“Therefore remember that you were…” 

Ephesians 2:11-12 

• Without Christ (12) 

• Aliens (12) 

• Strangers (12) 

• No hope (12) 

• Without God (12) 



The transformation:  

What five barriers between 

Jew and Gentile were 

removed by Jesus at the 

cross (vs. 13-15)?  

Ephesians 2:13-15 



Barriers Removed: By Christ 

“But now in Christ Jesus” 

Ephesians 2:13-15 

• Made near (13) 

• Made both one (14) 

• Wall of division broken down (14) 

• Enmity abolished (15) 

• One new man from two (15)  



Barriers Removed: By Christ 

“But now in Christ Jesus”             DONE AWAY:  

• Made near (13) 

• Made both one (14) 

• Wall of division broken down (14) 

• Enmity abolished (15) 

• One new man from two (15)  

• DISTANCE 

• DISUNION 

• DIVISION 

• DISSENSION 

• DISTINCTION 

Both Jew and Gentile are now… 

• Reconciled to God (16) 

• At Peace With God (17) 

• Able to Access God (18) 



New Relationship: In Christ 

“Now therefore you are…”   

Ephesians 2:19-22 

• Citizens of the ONE CITY (19) 

• Members of the ONE FAMILY (19)  

• Built on ONE FOUNDATION (20) 

• Parts of the ONE BUILDING (21) 

• Indwelt by the ONE SPIRIT (22) 



What might we learn about 

justifying practices or taking 

doctrine from OT teachings 

based on this passage?  

Ephesians 2:11-22 



What is the 
meaning of the 

word “mystery?” 



What is this 
“mystery” to which 

Paul refers? 



What facts are stated about 
the “mystery” in 3:4-5? 

  

• What was the status of the mystery in other ages? 

• What is the status of the mystery now? 

• How can we understand the mystery? 



Ephesians 3: The “Mystery” 

• Was unknown in 
previous times (3:5) 

That the Messiah 
would come 

That Jew and Gentile 
would be made one 

That the Holy Spirit 
would come 

That remission of sins 
would be preached 

That the Christ would 
establish a kingdom 



Ephesians 3: The “Mystery” 

• Was unknown in 
previous times (3:5) 

• Has now been made 
known (1:9; 3:5) 

 Described as “His will” 
and “his good pleasure” 

(1:9) 

 He purposed in 
Himself (1:9) 

 “…it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to 
his holy apostles…” (3:5) 



Ephesians 3: The “Mystery” 

• Was unknown in 
previous times (3:5) 

• Has now been made 
known (1:9; 3:5) 

• We may understand 
by reading (3:4) 

We Do Not Need:  

 Separate Clergy 

 Special school/training 

 Divine interpretation 

 Further intervention or 
explanation by men 

We can understand by 
reading the Word. 



THROUGH THE WORD 

Eph 3:4 

UNDERSTAND THE 
MYSTERY 

Rom 10:17 

FAITH  
COMES 

II Tim 3:16-17 

THOROUGH 
EQUIPPING 

Eph 2:17-19 

ENLIGHTENED 
EYES OF 

UNDERSTANDING 



Ephesians: The Eternal Purpose 

• The Father 

• The Son 

• The Holy Spirit 

• Paul/Apostles 

• All Men 

• The Mystery 

• The Church 

 Blessed Us (1:3) 

 Predestined Us (1:5) 

 Made Us Alive (2:1) 

 Raised Us Up (2:6) 

 Saved Us By Grace 
Through Faith (2:8-9) 



Ephesians: The Eternal Purpose 

• The Father 

• The Son 

• The Holy Spirit 

• Paul/Apostles 

• All Men 

• The Mystery 

• The Church 

 Shed His Blood  
(1:7; 2:13) 

 Raised and Seated 
(1:20) 

 Made the Head (1:22) 

 Abolished Division 
(2:15) 

 Is the Chief 
Cornerstone (2:20) 

 Is United with the 
Church (5:32) 



Ephesians: The Eternal Purpose 

• The Father 

• The Son 

• The Holy Spirit 

• Paul/Apostles 

• All Men 

• The Mystery 

• The Church 

 Sealed Us (1:13) 

 Dwells in Us (2:22) 

 Revealed the Mystery 
(3:5) 



Ephesians: The Eternal Purpose 

• The Father 

• The Son 

• The Holy Spirit 

• Paul/Apostles 

• All Men 

• The Mystery 

• The Church 

 Given the Keys to the 
Kingdom (Mt. 16:19) 

 Paul: “Chosen Vessel” 
(Acts 9:15) 

 To the Gentiles (3:7-8) 

 To Equip the Church to 
Proclaim the Mystery 

(3:10; 4:12-13) 



Ephesians: The Eternal Purpose 

• The Father 

• The Son 

• The Holy Spirit 

• Paul/Apostles 

• All Men 

• The Mystery 

• The Church 

 Chosen, Blessed, 
Forgiven, Enlightened (1) 

 Unified, Reconciled, 
Brought Near (2) 

 In the Church  
(2:19-22; 3:8-12) 



Ephesians: The Eternal Purpose 

• The Father 

• The Son 

• The Holy Spirit 

• Paul/Apostles 

• All Men 

• The Mystery 

• The Church 

 Not Previously Known 
(3:5) 

 Has Been Made Known 
(1:9) 

 To Paul by Revelation 
(3:3) 

 To Christians by 
Reading (3:4) 

 Available to All (3:9) 

 Christ and Church 
United as One (5:32) 



Ephesians: The Eternal Purpose 

• The Father 

• The Son 

• The Holy Spirit 

• Paul/Apostles 

• All Men 

• The Mystery 

• The Church 

 Christ is Head (1:22) 

 It is His Body (1:23) 

 It is the fullness of 
Him (1:23) 

 All are United (2) 

 Where Each Does His 
Share (4) 

 Is United with Christ 
(5:32) 

 It is the mystery (3) 





Facts about the Mystery: Eph 3 

• Paul had already mentioned it in the letter [“as 
I have written briefly already”] (3:3) 

• Was unknown in previous times (3:5) 

• Paul’s mission was to make all people see the 
“fellowship of the mystery” (3:9) 

• Was hidden by God (3:9) 

• Is made known by the church (3:10) 

• Was “accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(3:11) 



Facts about the Mystery: Eph 3 

• Paul had already mentioned it in the letter [“as 
I have written briefly already”] (3:3) 

• Was unknown in previous times (3:5) 

• Paul’s mission was to make all people see the 
“fellowship of the mystery” (3:9) 

• Was hidden by God (3:9) 

• Is made known by the church (3:10) 

• Was “accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(3:11) 



Keys to the Mystery: Eph 3 

• Was unknown in previous times (3:5) 

 



Made Known in Other Ages 



Inclusion of the Gentiles: “Other Ages” 

• All nations of the earth will be blessed (Gen 12:3) 

• God “preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand” (Gal 3:8) 

• “I will say to those who are not my people, ‘You are my people.’” 
(Hosea 2:23) 

• The tabernacle of David will be raised again to include “all Gentiles 
who are called by my name” (Amos 9:11-12) 

• The Gentiles will seek “the root of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:10) 

• He shall be a light to the Gentiles (Isaiah 49:6) 

• All the nations shall run to God (Isaiah 55:5-6) 

• The Gentiles will come to God’s light (Isaiah 60:3) 

• The Gentiles will see God’s righteousness and be called by a new 
name (Isaiah 62:2) 

• God’s Spirit will be poured out on all flesh, and whoever calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved (Joel 2:28-32) 



Made Known in Other Ages 



The Mystery: How? 

The mystery is HOW God’s eternal 
purpose was accomplished  



Keys to the Mystery: Eph 3 

• Was unknown in previous times (3:5) 

• Paul had already mentioned it in the letter [“as 
I have written briefly already”] (3:3) 

 Christ is the Head of the church (1:22) 

 The church is His body (1:23) 

 The church is the “fullness of Him that fills all in all” (1:23) 

 All men reconciled to God in the church (2:16) 



Keys to the Mystery: Eph 3 

• Was unknown in previous times (3:5) 

• Paul had already mentioned it in the letter [“as 
I have written briefly already”] (3:3) 

• Is made known by the church (3:10) 

“And to make all see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which 
from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in God who 
created all things through Jesus Christ; to the intent that now the 
manifold wisdom of God might be made known by the church 
to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 
according to the eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

Ephesians 3:9-10 



The Mystery Accomplished 

IN the church BY Christ Jesus our Lord 



The Mystery Revealed 

The church 
which is His 

body  
(1:22-23) 

Where Jew and 
Gentile are 

reconciled in 
one holy temple 

(ch. 2-3) 

In which 
every part 

does its share 
(4:16) 

According to the eternal purpose which He 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord (3:11) 

That the manifold 
wisdom of God 
might be made 
known (3:10) 



What four things does 

Paul specifically pray for 

on behalf of the 

Ephesians (“that you”)? 



A Second Prayer (3:14-21) 

• That they would be strengthened 
with might through His Spirit 

• That Christ may dwell in their hearts 
through faith 

• That they may comprehend the love 
of Christ which passes knowledge 

• That they may be filled with all the 
fullness of God 



Given what we know would 

happen to the Ephesians in 

the coming years, in which of 

these things were they 

successful?  

In which did they fail? 



A Second Prayer (3:14-21) 

• That they would be strengthened 
with might through His Spirit 

• That Christ may dwell in their hearts 
through faith 

• That they may comprehend the love 
of Christ which passes knowledge 

• That they may be filled with all the 
fullness of God 



Now to Him who is able to do 

exceedingly abundantly above all 

that we ask or think, according to 

the power that works in us, to Him 

be glory in the church by Christ 

Jesus to all generations, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Ephesians 3:20-21 



The Church in Ephesians 

The church 
which is His 

body  
(1:22-23) 

Where both Jew 
and Gentile are 
reconciled to 

God in one body 
(2:16) 

In which 
every part 

does its share 
(4:16) 

According to the eternal purpose which He 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord (3:11) 

That the manifold 
wisdom of God 
might be made 
known (3:10) 

To glorify God 
(3:20-21) 



Chapters 4-6:  Our Walk in Christ 

Letter to the Ephesians 

4:1-16 – Regarding the local church 

4:17-5:2 – Regarding our brethren 

5:3-21 – Regarding the world 

5:22-6:9 – Regarding relationships 

6:10-20 – Guarding against wickedness 



Therefore… 
(accordingly) 



I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called,  

with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love,  

endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.  

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in 
one hope of your calling;   

one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  

one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all. 

Ephesians 4:1-6 



I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called,  

with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love,  

endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.  

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in 
one hope of your calling;   

one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  

one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all. 

Ephesians 4:1-6 



I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called,  

with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love,  

endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.  

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in 
one hope of your calling;   

one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  

one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all. 

Ephesians 4:1-6 



I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with which you were called,  

with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 
bearing with one another in love,  

endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.  

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in 
one hope of your calling;   

one Lord, one faith, one baptism;  

one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 
and in you all. 

Ephesians 4:1-6 



The Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace 

The Bond of Peace 

Walk Worthy 

Lowliness 

Gentleness 

Longsuffering 

Bearing with one 
another in love 

I, therefore, the prisoner of 
the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with 
which you were called, with all 
lowliness and gentleness, with 
longsuffering, bearing with 
one another in love,  
*endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.  

Ephesians 4:1-3 

*“Being Diligent” - “Eager” - “Make every effort” 



Bond of Peace 

I Corinthians 13:1-3 

I John 4:7-8 

Galatians 5:6 

The Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace 

I, therefore, the prisoner of 
the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with 
which you were called, with all 
lowliness and gentleness, with 
longsuffering, bearing with 
one another in love,  
*endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.  

Ephesians 4:1-3 

*“Being Diligent” - “Eager” - “Make every effort” 



Unity of the Spirit 

 One Church 

 One Holy Spirit 

 One Hope 

 One Lord/Christ 

 One Faith 

 One Baptism 

 One Father 

There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you 
were called in one 
hope of your calling;  
one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; one God 
and Father of all, who 
is above all, and 
through all, and in you 
all. 

Ephesians 4:4-6 

The Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace 



Doctrine of “Ones”: A Summary 

One Church 

One Holy Spirit 

One Hope 

One Lord/Christ 

One Faith 

One Baptism 

One Father 

IN the church BY Christ Jesus our Lord 
ACCORDING to the Father 



He Gave Gifts to Men 
But to each one of us grace was 
given according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift.  Therefore He says:  

“When He ascended on high, He led 
captivity captive, And gave gifts to 
men.”  

(Now this, “He ascended” – what 
does it mean but that He also first 
descended into the lower parts of 
the earth? He who descended is 
also the One who ascended far 
above all the heavens, that He 
might fill all things.) 

Ephesians 4:7-10 

What are the “gifts” given? 

Spiritual gifts? 

Spiritual offices? 

 

charisma – a spiritual endowment 

(not always miraculous/spiritual gifts 
see Romans 6:23) 
  

dorea – a gratuity/gift 

(not always a “non-miraculous 
spiritual gift” see Acts 8:20)   



Role of Spiritual Gifts 

For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part. But when that 
which is perfect has come, then that 
which is in part will be done away. 

I Corinthians 13:9-10  
 

When I was a child, I spoke as a 
child, I understood as a child, I 
thought as a child; but when I 
became a man, I put away childish 
things. 

I Corinthians 13:11 

He Gave Gifts to Men 
But to each one of us grace was 
given according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift.  Therefore He says:  

“When He ascended on high, He led 
captivity captive, And gave gifts to 
men.”  

(Now this, “He ascended” – what 
does it mean but that He also first 
descended into the lower parts of 
the earth? He who descended is 
also the One who ascended far 
above all the heavens, that He 
might fill all things.) 

Ephesians 4:7-10 



Quotation from  
Psalm 68:18 

He Gave Gifts to Men 
But to each one of us grace was 
given according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift.  Therefore He says:  

“When He ascended on high, He led 
captivity captive, And gave gifts to 
men.”  

(Now this, “He ascended” – what 
does it mean but that He also first 
descended into the lower parts of 
the earth? He who descended is 
also the One who ascended far 
above all the heavens, that He 
might fill all things.) 

Ephesians 4:7-10 

Parenthetic Summary 
of the Gospel  



“He gave some apostles…” 

KJV/ASV  

“He gave some as apostles…” 

NASB 

“He gave the apostles…” 

ESV 

“So Christ Himself gave the 
apostles, the prophets…” 

NIV 

And He Himself gave 
some to be apostles, 
some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers,  

Ephesians 4:11 

He Gave Gifts to Men 



For the Equipping of the Saints 
“He gave” vs. 7, 8, 11… 

•For the equipping of the 
saints 

•For the work of ministry 

•For the edifying of the 
body  

And He Himself gave some to 
be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the 
equipping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, 
till we all come to the unity of 
the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; 

Ephesians 4:11-13 



“He gave” vs. 7, 8, 11… 

•For the equipping of the 
saints 

•For the work of ministry 

•For the edifying of the 
body  

And He Himself gave some to 
be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the 
equipping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, 
till we all come to the unity of 
the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; 

Ephesians 4:11-13 

X 

For the Equipping of the Saints 



•For the equipping of the saints 

• pros (“forward to”) 

•For the work of ministry 

• eis (“unto”) 

•For the edifying of the body 

• eis (“unto”) 

And He Himself gave some to 
be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the 
equipping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, 
till we all come to the unity of 
the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; 

Ephesians 4:11-13 

For the Equipping of the Saints 



He gave 

 

To equip saints 

 

For Ministry       For Edification 

And He Himself gave some to 
be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the 
equipping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, 
till we all come to the unity of 
the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; 

Ephesians 4:11-13 

For the Equipping of the Saints 



…To equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, for 
the building up of the 
body of Christ… 

Ephesians 4:12 (ESV) 

He gave 

 

To equip saints 

 

For Ministry       For Edification 

For the Equipping of the Saints 



And He Himself gave some to 
be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the 
equipping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, 
till we all come to the unity of 
the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; 

Ephesians 4:11-13 

He gave 

 

To equip saints 

 

For Ministry       For Edification 

 

UNTIL? 

For the Equipping of the Saints 



And He Himself gave some to 
be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, for the 
equipping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, 
till we all come to the 
unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, 
to a perfect man, to the 
measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; 

Ephesians 4:11-13 

He gave 

 

To equip saints 

 

For Ministry       For Edification 

 

UNTIL? 

For the Equipping of the Saints 



• “To each one of us grace was given” (4:7) 

• “[He] gave gifts TO men” (4:8) 

• Context must determine meaning of word 
translated “gift” (charisma / dorea) 

• Indications that offices are the gift in vs. 11 
are interpretive translations not required by the 
text 

• Their purpose was temporary (4:13) 

• Point is the same as 1 Corinthians 13:9-11 

Spiritual Gifts, Not Offices 



that we should no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, in the 
cunning craftiness by which 
they lie in wait to deceive, 
but, speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all 
things into Him who is the 
head—Christ— 

Ephesians 4:14-15 

Having the Unity of the Faith 
 No longer children 

 No longer tossed 

 No longer carried about 

 No longer tricked 

 No longer deceived 

 That we may speak the 
truth in love 

 That we may grow up 



from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit 
together by what every 
joint supplies, according 
to the effective working 
by which every part does 
its share, causes growth 
of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love. 

Ephesians 4:16 

The Result of Doctrinal Foundation 

 Whole body 

 Joined and knit together 

 Everyone  

Supplies 

Works effectively 

Does his share 

 Causes GROWTH 

 Causes EDIFICATION 

 Causes LOVE 



For in fact the body is not one member but many. 

If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the 
body,” is it therefore not of the body? And if the ear should say, 
“Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not 
of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where would be the 
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 
But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body 
just as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would 
the body be? 

But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. And the 
eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the 
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” No, much rather, those 
members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 

I Corinthians 12:14-22 

Every Part Does Its Share 



And God has appointed these in the church: first 
apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after 
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 
administrations, varieties of tongues. Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are 
all workers of miracles? Do all have gifts of 
healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all 
interpret? But earnestly desire the best gifts. And 
yet I show you a more excellent way. 

I Corinthians 12:28-31 

A Connection to Ephesians 4 



The Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace 

He Gave Gifts to Men 

For the Equipping of the Saints 

That Having the Unity of the Faith 

The Church Works, Grows and is Edified 



Notice where the  

responsibility for the 

walk of the Gentiles 

is placed (4:17-19). 



Sinful thoughts, words and deeds flow forth 
from [man’s] darkened heart automatically 
and compulsively, as water from a polluted 
fountain. 

Dynamics of Spiritual Life  

Richard Lovelace 

Is the sinful walk due to man’s 
nature or man’s choices? 



The Gentiles’ Walk (4:17-19)  

• In futility of their mind 

• Understanding darkened 

• Alienated from God 

Because… 

• Ignorance is in them 

Because… 

• Their hearts are hardened 

Why? 

• They are past feeling and have given themselves over 



The New Man:  

What role does 

knowledge/doctrine 

play according to 

4:20-21? 



Knowledge/Doctrine in Ephesians 

• The basis for salvation and being “sealed” (1:13) 

• The basis for “enlightened eyes of understanding” 

(1:17-18) 

• The basis for understanding what the apostles knew 

and understood (3:4) 

• The basis for “effective working” in the local church in 

which “every part does its share” (4:16) 



What verse from earlier 

in the letter would 

indicate the reason for 

Paul’s instructions on 

how to live? 



For we are His workmanship 
created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk 
in them. 

Ephesians 3:10 



Knowledge/Doctrine in Ephesians 

• The basis for salvation and being “sealed” (1:13) 

• The basis for “enlightened eyes of understanding” 

(1:17-18) 

• The basis for understanding what the apostles knew 

and understood (3:4) 

• The basis for “effective working” in the local church 

in which “every part does its share” (4:16) 



Put off the Old Man:  

• Grows corrupt according to 

deceitful desires (22) 

• Lying (25) 

• Do not give place to the 

devil in anger (26-27) 

• Stealing (28) 

• Corrupt communication (29) 

• Bitterness, wrath, anger, 

clamor, evil speaking and 

malice (31) 

“Do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit” 

Put on the New Man:  

• Created according to God in 

righteousness and true 

holiness (24) 

• Truthfulness (25) 

• Anger without sin (26) 

• Working and giving (28) 

• Edify and impart grace (29) 

• Kindness, tenderheartedness 

and forgiveness (32) 

“Be renewed in the 

spirit of your mind” 



Eph 4:20-24  

• Put off the old man 

• Grows corrupt 

according to the 

deceitful lusts 

• Put on the new man 

• Created according 

to God in 

righteousness and 

true holiness 

Rom 8:5-9  

• Those who live 

according to the flesh 

set their minds on 

things of the flash 

• Those who live 

according to the 

spirit, set their minds 

on the things of the 

spirit 

• “But you are not in 

the flesh but in the 

Spirit, if indeed the 

Spirit of God dwells in 

you” 

Col 3:2-14  

• Set your minds on 

things above not on 

things on the earth 

• Put off . . . 

• Put on . . .  

• “…put on love 

which is the bond of 

perfection and let the 

peace of God rule in 

your hearts, to which 

you were called in 

one body…” 

The Choice is Ours 



Therefore be followers of God as 
dear children. And walk in love, as 
Christ also has loved us and given 
Himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God for a sweet-
smelling aroma. 

Ephesians 5:1-2 



• Fornication, uncleanness, 

covetousness (5:3) 

• Filthiness, foolish talking, 

coarse jesting (5:4) 

“Has no inheritance 

in the kingdom of 

Christ and God” (5:5) 

“Let no one deceive 
you with empty 
words, for because 
of these things the 
wrath of God comes 
upon the sons of 
disobedience.” (5:6) 

Therefore do not be partakers together with 
them . . . And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expsoe 
them. 

Ephesians 5:7,11 



koinonos 
• Fellowship 

•Contribution 

• Communion 

• Liberal Distribution 

• Communication 

• Companions 
  

G2844: A sharer, that is, associate: companion 



Translation of a Secular Example: 

...and so also were James and John, the sons of 

Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And 

Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From 

now on you will catch men." 

(Luke 5:10) 



Translation of a Secular Example: 

...and so also were James and John, the sons of 

Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And 

Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid. From 

now on you will catch men." 

(Luke 5:10) 

G2844 koinonos 

A sharer, that is an associate: a companion in 

fellowship, a partaker or partner. 



Translation of a Spiritual Example: 

Now you Philippians know also that in the 

beginning of the gospel, when I departed from 

Macedonia, no church shared with me 

concerning giving and receiving but you only.  

 

(Philippians 4:15)  



Translation of a Spiritual Example: 

Now you Philippians know also that in the 

beginning of the gospel, when I departed from 

Macedonia, no church shared with me 

concerning giving and receiving but you only.  

 

(Philippians 4:15)  

G2841 koinoneo 

To share with others – distribute, be a partaker 



2 John 9-11 
Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in 
the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 
If anyone comes to you and does not bring this 
doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet 
him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. 



2 John 9-11 
Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in 
the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 
If anyone comes to you and does not bring this 
doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet 
him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. 

PARTAKES 

PARTICIPATES 

FELLOWSHIPS 

ENDORSES 

Opposite also true:  
If anyone does bring the 
doctrine of Christ, receive him 
and greet him, thus sharing in 
his righteous deeds. 



Fellowship 

Agreement & Approval 
 



The Basis of Fellowship 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled, concerning the Word of life; the life was 
manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to 
you that eternal life which was with the Father and was 
manifested to us; that which we have seen and heard we declare 
to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.  

(1 John 1:1-3)  
 
This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare 
to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say 
that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  

(1 John 1:5-7)  



The Basis of Fellowship 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 
we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled, concerning the Word of life; the life was 
manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to 
you that eternal life which was with the Father and was 
manifested to us; that which we have seen and heard we declare 
to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.  

(1 John 1:1-3)  
 
This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare 
to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. If we say 
that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie 
and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light as He is 
in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  

(1 John 1:5-7)  



Fellowship 

Agreement & Approval 
 – in – 

Deed & Doctrine 



Fellowship 
GOD 

Me You 



The Challenge of Fellowship 
• Refusing Fellowship 



2 John 9-11 
Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in 
the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 
If anyone comes to you and does not bring this 
doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet 
him; for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds. 

PARTAKES 

PARTICIPATES 

FELLOWSHIPS 

ENDORSES 

Opposite also true:  
If anyone does bring the 
doctrine of Christ, receive him 
and greet him, thus sharing in 
his righteous deeds. 



For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, 
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no 
one deceive you with empty words, for because of 
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with 
them. For you were once darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light . . . finding 
out what is acceptable to the Lord. And have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather expose them. 

(Ephesians 5:5-11) 
 



For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, 
nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no 
one deceive you with empty words, for because of 
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with 
them. For you were once darkness, but now you are 
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light . . . finding 
out what is acceptable to the Lord. And have no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 
rather expose them. 

(Ephesians 5:5-11) 
 



The Challenge of Fellowship 

And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join the 
disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe 
that he was a disciple.  But Barnabas took him and brought him 
to the apostles. And he declared to them how he had seen the 
Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, and how he 
had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.  

(Acts 9:26-27)  

• Refusing Fellowship 

• Extending Fellowship 



The Challenge of Fellowship 

But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks 
disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received 
from us.                                                          

(2 Thessalonians 3:6) 

• Refusing Fellowship 

• Extending Fellowship 

• Withdrawing Fellowship 



Fellowship 
GOD 

Me You 

But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks 
disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received 
from us.                                             

(2 Thessalonians 3:6) 

X 

X 



Fellowship 
GOD 

Me You 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 

X 

X 



The Challenge of Fellowship 
• Refusing Fellowship 

• Extending Fellowship 

• Withdrawing Fellowship 

• Using Good Judgment 

I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the 
preeminence among them, does not receive us. Therefore, if I 
come, I will call to mind his deeds which he does, prating 
against us with malicious words. And not content with that, he 
himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who 
wish to, putting them out of the church. 

(3 John 9-10) 



Fellowship 

GOD 

Me You 



Speaking to one another in psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your hearts 
to the Lord. 

 

Ephesians 5:19 



Common Arguments for IM 

• Doesn’t say not to 

• David played a harp 

• Harps in Heaven 

• It is an aid like songbooks or pews 

• Instruments sounds so good 

• Greek word “psallo” means to play 



Speaking to one another in psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and *making melody in 
your hearts to the Lord. 

 

Ephesians 5:19 

*psallo 

Thayer: To cause to vibrate by touching , to twang; to touch or to 
strike the chord, to twang the strings; to play on a stringed 
instrument, the play the harp; to sing to the music of a harp. 

In the NT, to sing a hymn, to celebrate the praises of God in song 



Is there authorization in 

5:19 for instrumental 

music in worship since 

“psallo” means “to play?” 



Psallo means to lt a string twang and thus to 
play any instrument as an accompaniment to 
the voice. Thus the two are here combined: 
“singing and playing.” 

Interpretation of Ephesians 

Lenski 

This is the closest thing there is to a 
relevant argument in favor of 

instruments in worship. 



Speaking to one another in psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your hearts 
to the Lord. 

 

Ephesians 5:19 



Speaking to one another in 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your 
hearts to the Lord. 

 

Ephesians 5:19 



Speaking to one another in 
psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody 
in your hearts to the Lord. 

 

Ephesians 5:19 



Speaking to one another in psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your 
hearts to the Lord. 

 

Ephesians 5:19 



For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, 
And sing to Your name. 

Romans 15:9 

What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, 
and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing 
with the spirit, and I will also sing with the 
understanding. 

I Corinthians 14:15 

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone 
cheerful? Let him sing psalms. 

James 5:13 



For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, 
And sing to Your name. 

Romans 15:9 

What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, 
and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing 
with the spirit, and I will also sing with the 
understanding. 

I Corinthians 14:15 

Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone 
cheerful? Let him sing psalms. 

James 5:13 



Bible commands us to: Voice? Instrument? 

Ephesians 5:19 - Speak Can Cannot 

Colossians 3:16 - Admonish Can Cannot 

Colossians 3:16 - Teach  Can Cannot 

1 Corinthians 14:15 - With spirit  Can Cannot 

1 Corinthians 14:15 - Understanding  Can Cannot 

Hebrews 2:12 - Praise God Can Cannot 

Ephesians 5:19 - In the heart Can Cannot 



Giving thanks always for all things 
to God the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting 
to one another in the fear of God. 

 

Ephesians 5:20-21 



Giving thanks always for all things 
to God the Father in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting 
to one another in the fear of God. 

 

Ephesians 5:20-21 



What are some 

common 

misconceptions 

about submission? 



What does the word 

“submit” mean? 



But I want you to know that the 
head of every man is Christ, the 
head of woman is man, and the 
head of Christ is God. 

 

I Corinthians 11:3 



Submission 

Man 

Church 

Wives 

Children 

God 

Elders 

Husbands 

Parents 

One Another Christians 



What is the essence of 

submission, which the 

Ephesians needed to 

take to heart? 



What are the 

responsibilities of the 

wife and the husband 

in 5:22-33? 



Responsibilities of the Wife 

• Submit to Husband as to the Lord in all things 

• Respect her husband 



Responsibilities of the Wife 

• Submit to Husband as to the Lord in all things 

• Respect her husband 

Responsibilities of the Husband 

• Love wife as Christ loved the church 

• Love wife as himself 



Paul’s main point of 

emphasis is to show the 

comparison between 

husband/wife and 

Christ/church. What does 

he teach about the church 

here? 



The Christ and the Church 

• Christ is head of the church 

• Christ is savior of the body 

• Christ gave himself for the church 

• Sanctified and cleansed it (how?) 

• It should be holy and without blemish (how?) 

• Christ nourishes and cherishes the church (how?) 



The Church in Ephesians 

The church 
which is His 

body  
(1:22-23) 

Where both Jew 
and Gentile are 
reconciled to 

God in one body 
(2:16) 

In which 
every part 

does its share 
(4:16) 

According to the eternal purpose which He 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord (3:11) 

That the manifold 
wisdom of God 
might be made 
known (3:10) 

To glorify God 
(3:20-21) 

Sanctified and 
cleansed by Christ 
who gave Himself 
for it (5:25-26) 



What does the phrase 

“in the Lord” mean in 

6:1? 



What is the responsibility 

of fathers toward their 

children? What might we 

infer from these things 

being addressed to the 

father? 



What is the biblical 

“position” on slavery? Is 

there still an application for 

today when slavery has 

been abolished? 



All Christians are Equals in the Church 

 Onesimus’ slavery didn’t make him a second-class Christian 

 Philemon’s wealth didn’t make him a special Christian 

 All men are not equal… 

 …but all are equal before God 

But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for One is 

your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all 

brethren. 

Matthew 23:8 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 

slave nor free, there is neither male nor 

female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  

Galatians 3:28 



1:4 

1:7 

1:10 

1:11 

1:13 

3:12 

“In Christ” – “In Him” – “In Whom” 

1:1 

1:10 

1:20 

2:7 

2:13 

3:11 

1:3 

1:12 

2:6 

2:10 

3:6 

4:32 

1:13 

2:21 

2:22 

3:12 

1:4 

1:7 

1:10 

1:11 

1:13 

3:12 

Spiritual 
Possession in 

Ephesians 



Paul, an apostle of 

Jesus Christ by the 

will of God, 

To the saints who 

are in Ephesus, and 

faithful in Christ 

Jesus: 

Ephesians 1:1 

• Saints 

• Full of faith 

• Not saints 

• Empty of faith 



Blessed be the God 

and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us 

with every spiritual 

blessing in the 

heavenly places in 

Christ, 

Ephesians 1:3 

• Blessed with 
every spiritual 
blessing 

• No spiritual 
blessings 



Just as He chose us 

in Him before the 

foundation of the 

world, that we 

should be holy and 

without blame 

before Him in love, 

Ephesians 1:4 

• Chosen 

• Not chosen 



In Him we have 

redemption through 

His blood, the 

forgiveness of sins, 

according to the 

riches of His grace 

Ephesians 1:7 

• Redemption 

• Forgiveness 

• His grace 

• No redemption 

• No forgiveness 

• No grace 



That in the 

dispensation of the 

fullness of the times 

He might gather 

together in one all 

things in Christ, both 

which are in heaven 

and which are on 

earth—in Him. 

Ephesians 1:10 

• Gathered 

• Not gathered 



In Him also we have 

obtained an 

inheritance, being 

predestined 

according to the 

purpose of Him who 

works all things 

according to the 

counsel of His will, 

Ephesians 1:11 

• Obtained an 
inheritance 

• Predestined 

• Have not 
obtained an 
inheritance 

• Not predestined 



In Him you also 

trusted, after you 

heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of 

your salvation; in 

whom also, having 

believed, you were 

sealed with the Holy 

Spirit of promise, 

Ephesians 1:13 

• Trusted 

• Having believed 

• Were sealed 

• Did not trust 

• Have not believed 

• Unsealed 



And raised us up 

together, and made 

us sit together in the 

heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus, 

Ephesians 2:6 

• Raised us up and 
made us sit 
together 

• Not raised up to 
sit together 



That in the ages to 

come He might 

show the exceeding 

riches of His grace in 

His kindness toward 

us in Christ Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:7 

• Shown the 
exceeding riches 
of His grace 

• Not shown the 
exceeding riches 
of His grace 



For we are His 

workmanship, 

created in Christ 

Jesus for good 

works, which God 

prepared beforehand 

that we should walk 

in them. 

Ephesians 2:10 

• Created to walk 
in good works 

• Not created to 
walk in good 
works 



But now in Christ 

Jesus you who once 

were far off have 

been brought near 

by the blood of 

Christ. 

Ephesians 2:13 

• Brought near by 
the blood 

• Far off 



In whom you also 

are being built 

together for a 

dwelling place of 

God in the Spirit. 

Ephesians 2:22 

• Dwelling place 
for the Spirit of 
God 

• Not a dwelling 
place for the Spirit 
of God 



That the Gentiles 

should be fellow 

heirs, of the same 

body, and partakers 

of His promise in 

Christ through the 

gospel, 

Ephesians 3:6 

• Fellow heirs 

• Partakers of His 
promise 

• Not heirs 

• Not partakers of 
His promise 



In whom we have 

boldness and access 

with confidence 

through faith in Him. 

Ephesians 3:12 

• Boldness 

• Access with 
confidence through 
faith 

• No boldness 

• No access through 
faith 



That at that time 

you were without 

Christ, being aliens 

from the 

commonwealth of 

Israel and strangers 

from the covenants 

of promise, having 

no hope and without 

God in the world. 

Ephesians 2:12 

• Citizens 

• Known 

• With hope 

• With God 

• Aliens 

• Strangers 

• No hope 

• Without God 



• Saints 
• Full of faith 
• Every spiritual blessing 
• Chosen 
• Redeemed 
• Forgiven 
• Partakers of His Grace 
• Gathered 
• Obtained an inheritance 
• Predestined 
• Trusted (having believed) 
• Sealed 
• Raised up 
• Shown the riches of His grace 
• Created to walk in good works 
• Brought near by the blood 
• Dwelling place for the Spirit 
• Fellow heirs 
• Partakers of the promise 
• Boldness 
• Access with confidence through faith 
• Citizens; Known 
• Hope 
• With God 

• Not Saints 
• Empty of faith 
• No spiritual blessings 
• Not chosen 
• Not redeemed 
• Not forgiven 
• Not partakers of His Grace 
• Not gathered 
• Have not obtained an inheritance 
• Not predestined 
• Have not trusted (have not believed) 
• Unsealed 
• Not raised up 
• Not shown the riches of His grace 
• Not created to walk in good works 
• Far off 
• Not the dwelling place for the Spirit 
• Not fellow heirs 
• Not partakers of the promise 
• No boldness 
• No access through faith 
• Aliens and strangers 
• No hope 
• Without God 



For you are all sons of God through faith in 

Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were 

baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free, there is neither male 

nor female; for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus. 

Galatians 3:26-28 



Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 

into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore 

we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that 

just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

For if we have been united together in the likeness of His 

death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His 

resurrection, knowing this, that our old man was crucified 

with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that 

we should no longer be slaves of sin. 

Romans 6:3-6 



For you died, and your life 

is hidden with Christ in 

God. 

Colossians 3:3 

“You have Put on Christ” – Gal 3 
“Into the Likeness of His Death” – Rom 6 

I have been crucified with 

Christ; it is no longer I who 

live, but Christ lives in me; 

and the life which I now 

live in the flesh I live by 

faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave 

Himself for me. 

Galatians 2:20 



• Saints 
• Full of faith 
• Every spiritual blessing 
• Chosen 
• Redeemed 
• Forgiven 
• Partakers of His Grace 
• Gathered 
• Obtained an inheritance 
• Predestined 
• Trusted (having believed) 
• Sealed 
• Raised up 
• Shown the riches of His grace 
• Created to walk in good works 
• Brought near by the blood 
• Dwelling place for the Spirit 
• Fellow heirs 
• Partakers of the promise 
• Boldness 
• Access with confidence through faith 
• Citizens; Known 
• Hope 
• With God 

• Not Saints 
• Empty of faith 
• No spiritual blessings 
• Not chosen 
• Not redeemed 
• Not forgiven 
• Not partakers of His Grace 
• Not gathered 
• Have not obtained an inheritance 
• Not predestined 
• Have not trusted (have not believed) 
• Unsealed 
• Not raised up 
• Not shown the riches of His grace 
• Not created to walk in good works 
• Far off 
• Not the dwelling place for the Spirit 
• Not fellow heirs 
• Not partakers of the promise 
• No boldness 
• No access through faith 
• Aliens and strangers 
• No hope 
• Without God 



For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 

one body — whether Jews or Greeks, 

whether slaves or free — and have all been 

made to drink into one Spirit. 

I Corinthians 12:13 



 A Person “In Christ:” 
Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of 

the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 

suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, 

that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having 

my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that 

which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 

which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and 

the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of 

His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by 

any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the 

dead. 

 

Philippians 3:8-11 



Tell how each of the following 

statements are demonstrated in 

the letter to the Ephesians. 



• Success in Christ may be found in unexpected environments 

• Diligence must be maintained in attitude as well as action 

• Churches can remain faithful; Churches can fall away 

• Even in dire circumstances, we can maintain a spirit of joy 

• There are no lines of demarcation in Christ 

• The eternal plan of God was realized in the church 

• We can understand God’s will for us as clearly as Paul did 

• It is our duty to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace 

• Every member of the local church is vital to its success 

• We must have no fellowship with darkness 

• The husband/wife relationship represents Christ and the church 

• We must equip ourselves for spiritual warfare 

Lessons from Ephesians 


