
The Prison Epistles 
Ephesians – Colossians – Philemon – Philippians 

The Letter to 

the Colossians 



Based on your understanding of the 

New Testament, what would you say 

was the greatest threat to the church 

in those times? 

The threat of false teachers, particularly those who held to 

or integrated requirements from the Old Law. 

Overview of Colossians 



Paul’s Life and Letters 
First Roman Captivity (61-63) 

     A. Philemon written (61/62) 

     B. Colossians written (61/62) 

     C. Ephesians written (61/62) 

     D. Philippians written (63) 

Prison Epistles Written 

• Epaphras brings news about the 

church at Colossae 

• Colossians (1:24; 4:10; 4:18) 

• Paul meets Onesimus and writes to 

Philemon 

• Philemon (1; 9; 23) 

• Tychicus and Onesimus deliver letter to 

Ephesus on the way to Colossae 

• Ephesians (3:1; 4:1; 6:20) 

• Church at Philippi send Paul a gift by 

Epaphroditus and inquire as to his well- 

being; Paul writes to thank and update 

them 

• Philippians (1:12-14) 
Overview of the Life of Paul 



Overview of Colossians 



Overview of Colossians 



The City of Colossae 
 Constituted the major metropolitan area of western Asia Minor with 
sister cities Laodicea and Hierapolis.  

A “large city” during the Persian Empire (Herodotus) positioned on a 
major trade route, Colossae had been eclipsed in prominence by 
Laodicea by the first century AD. 

 Region well-known for hot mineral springs and the spectacular white 
cliffs of Hierapolis, but the area suffered from frequent earthquakes, with 
one in AD 60 or 61 probably hastening the decline of Colossae. 

 Area famous for producing textiles, with Colossae particularly noted 
for its wool making and dyeing, especially the aptly named purple known 
as colossinum. 

 Little prominent excavation has been done.   

Overview of Colossians 



Colossae was located in the 

western region of Asia Minor in 

the foothills of Mount Cadmos. 

The unexcavated “Mound of 

Colossae” with dormant 

grapevines on the site of the 

“lower city” 

Overview of Colossians 



The overgrown, unexcavated 

site of the ancient theater 

carved into hillside 

The remnants of the seating 

area can be seen on the site 

of the Colossian Theater 

Overview of Colossians 



Colossae was situated on the Lycus River, which featured cold 

waters snow-and-rain-fed from streams flowing down from the peak 

of Mount Cadmus. Overview of Colossians 



The Colossian Population 

 Greeks 

 Orientals 

 Jews 

 Gnostics 

Colossae was a first century “melting pot” 

Overview of Colossians 



Characteristics of Gnosticism 
 Religious movement (possibly developed out of Judaism) that separated the 

material from the spiritual 

Taught that while the Supreme God created the spiritual realm, the material 
realm was created by a creative force known as the “demiurge,” which took 

various forms depending on sect 

 Consequently, the material world (evil) is presented as antagonistic to the 
spiritual (holy) 

 Asceticism commonly taught (abstinence from any worldly pleasure) to deny 
the evils of the material creation 

 Often included strict dietary requirements, sexual abstinence, and even 
extending to personal harm/abuse by some.  

Principles based on philosophy and “hidden wisdom” (see 2:2-3).  

Overview of Colossians 



The Church at Colossae 
 Had not been visited by Paul  

Overview of Colossians 



But when some were hardened and did not 

believe, but spoke evil of the Way before the 

multitude, he departed from them and withdrew 

the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of 

Tyrannus. And this continued for two years, so 

that all who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the 

Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.  

Acts 19:9-10 

Overview of Colossians 



 

 Was probably founded by Epaphras  

The Church at Colossae 
 Had not been visited by Paul  

Overview of Colossians 



We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard 

of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the 

saints; because of the hope which is laid up for you in 

heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the 

truth of the gospel. . . as you also learned from 

Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful 

minister of Christ on your behalf, who also declared to 

us your love in the Spirit. 

Selected from Colossians 1:3-8 

Overview of Colossians 



Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant of Christ, 

greets you, always laboring fervently for you in 

prayers, that you may stand perfect and complete in 

all the will of God. For I bear him witness that he has a 

great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, 

and those in Hierapolis. 

Colossians 4:12-13 

Overview of Colossians 



 

Met in the house of Philemon 

 Was served by Archippus, the local preacher 

 Included Epaphrus, Archippus, Apphia, and Onesimus 

 Received a letter from Paul in 62-63 (Onesimus) 

 Was threatened by false doctrine 

The Church at Colossae 
 Had not been visited by Paul  

 Was probably founded by Epaphras  

 

Overview of Colossians 



The Colossian Heresy 

 Philosophy – (Greeks) 

 Angel Worship – (Orientals) 

 Ceremonialism – (Jews) 

 Asceticism – (Gnostics) 

Overview of Colossians 



Reminders About Doctrine 

 Some Doctrine is Not Sound (II Tim 4:3-4) 

 Wrong Doctrine Separates from God (II Jn 9-11) 

 Progressive Doctrine is not from God (Heb 13:8-9) 

 Proper Doctrine is Vital to the Local Church (Eph 4:11-16) 

Overview of Colossians 



Based on your understanding of the 

New Testament, what would you say 

was the greatest threat to the church 

in those times? 

Overview of Colossians 



Letter to the Colossians 
 “Twin Letter” to Ephesians – similar in structure and 

content with several parallel passages 

 Ephesians emphasizes admonition, whereas Colossians 

emphasizes correction 

Primary focus: To combat the false teachings that 

comprised the so-called “Colossian Heresy” comprised of 

various influences of those living in the area 

 Primary motivation: The all-sufficiency of Christ 

 Key word: All 
Overview of Colossians 



Chapters 1-2: Understanding the Supreme Christ 

Chapters 3-4: Following the Supreme Christ 

Letter to the Colossians 

Chapters 1-2:  Doctrinal 

Chapters 3-4:  Practical 

Chapters 1-2:  “That you may be filled” 

Chapters 3-4:  “That you may walk worthy” 

Overview of Colossians 



FAITH in CHRIST (1:1-14) 

SUPREMACY of CHRIST (1:15-23) 

MYSTERY of CHRIST (1:24-2:5) 

FULLNESS in CHRIST (2:6-4:6) 

SERVANTS of CHRIST (4:7-4:18) 

Letter to the Colossians 

Overview of Colossians 

All-sufficiency of Christ vs. Deception of the false teachers 



Chapters 1-2:  That you may be filled 

 

 

Letter to the Colossians 

(1:15-18) The fullness in creation 

(1:19-23)  The fullness in redemption 

(1:24-2:7) The fullness in the church 

(2:8-23) The fullness in doctrine   

Overview of Colossians 



Chapters 3-4:  That you may walk worthy 

 

 

Letter to the Colossians 

(3:1-11) The new life and believers individually 

(3:12-17)  The new life and believers reciprocally 

(3:18-4:1) The new life and relationships 

(4:2-6) The new life and “them that are without” 

(4:7-18) Personal remarks   

Overview of Colossians 



For in Him dwells all the fullness of the 

Godhead bodily; and you are complete in 

Him who is the head of all principality and 

power. 

(Colossians 2:9-10) 

Key Verses in Colossians 

Overview of Colossians 



Letter to the Colossians 

Overview of Colossians 



Christ is “All” 
1:9 – All wisdom 

1:11 – All power 

1:15 – Firstborn over all 

1:16 – Created all things 

1:17 – Before all things 

1:17 – Holds all together 

1:19 – All fullness in Him 

1:20 – Reconciles all things 

All-Sufficiency of Christ in Colossians 

2:2 – All understanding 

2:3 – All knowledge 

2:9 – All fullness of Godhead 

2:10 – Head of all 

2:13 – Forgives all 
trespasses 

2:19 – All nourishment for the 
body 



Does it appear the false 
doctrines of the Colossian 
Heresy have already begun to 
infiltrate the church in 
Colossae at the time of Paul’s 
writing? Why or why not? 



The Colossians are described 
as having “faith in Christ 
Jesus” and “love for all the 
saints” (vs. 4). What is their 
motivation for these qualities? 



Vss. 5-6 speak of the truth of the 
gospel having come to all the 
world. Should this be taken 
literally? Why or why not? 

What words of Jesus does this 
call to mind? 

Why is the fulfillment of the “Great 
Commission” important? 



Seven unique truths 
about the Christ are 

presented in 
Colossians 1 



The Christ: 7 Unique Truths 
Colossians 1:15-18 

Overview of Colossians 

 Image of the invisible God (15) • “He who has seen Me has 
seen the Father” (John 14:9) 

• The representation of 

• The manifestation of 

• John 3:31 

• Supreme because He is God 
in the flesh 



The Christ: 7 Unique Truths 
Colossians 1:15-18 

Overview of Colossians 

 Image of the invisible God (15) 

 First-born over all creation (15) 

• Fig. – denoting a special 
relation or privilege 

• He is before and above 
creation 

• Thus, “over” all creation 

• John 1:3  

• Supreme because He is the 
first-born of the Father 



The Christ: 7 Unique Truths 
Colossians 1:15-18 

Overview of Colossians 

 Image of the invisible God (15) 

 First-born over all creation (15) 

 Created all things (16) 

• The reason for the previous 
statement (“for”) 

• Jesus not a created being 
(see Heb 11:3) 

• He is the designer and 
creator 

• He created “powers and 
principalities” (see 2:18) 

• Supreme because he is the 
Creator 



The Christ: 7 Unique Truths 
Colossians 1:15-18 

Overview of Colossians 

 Image of the invisible God (15) 

 First-born over all creation (15) 

 Created all things (16) 

 Existed before all things (17) 

• Not only is He preeminent in 
rank, but also in priority of time 

• John 1:1 

• Supreme because He is 
eternal 



The Christ: 7 Unique Truths 
Colossians 1:15-18 

Overview of Colossians 

 Image of the invisible God (15) 

 First-born over all creation (15) 

 Created all things (16) 

 Existed before all things (17) 

 All things consist in Him (17) 

• He preserves and holds 
together all things 

• All things continue to exist 
through His power 

• Supreme because His power 
maintains existence 



The Christ: 7 Unique Truths 
Colossians 1:15-18 

Overview of Colossians 

 Image of the invisible God (15) 

 First-born over all creation (15) 

 Created all things (16) 

 Existed before all things (17) 

 All things consist in Him (17) 

 Head of the body (18) 

• Headship over the church 
cannot be denied in light of 
previous verses 

• Paul previously used body 
metaphor for the church 
(Romans, I Corinthians) 

• In Ephesians and Colossians 
Paul emphasizes the headship 
of the Christ over the body 

• The church is subject to Him 

• Supreme because he is the 
head of the church 



The Christ: 7 Unique Truths 
Colossians 1:15-18 

Overview of Colossians 

 Image of the invisible God (15) 

 First-born over all creation (15) 

 Created all things (16) 

 Existed before all things (17) 

 All things consist in Him (17) 

 Head of the body (18) 

 Firstborn from the dead (18) 

• He is head of the body 
because of His resurrection 
from the dead 

• I Corinthians 15:1-4,20 

• Supreme because He was 
raised from the dead, the event 
that established the church 



What other NT passage 
teaches these same 
concepts and truths about 
the Christ for similar 
reasons? 



God, who at various times and in various ways spoke 

in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these 

last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has 

appointed heir of all things, through whom also He 

made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory 

and the express image of His person, and upholding all 

things by the word of His power, when He had by 

Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of 

the Majesty on high, having become so much better 

than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a 

more excellent name than they. 

(Hebrews 1:1-4) 



Seven great facts 
about salvation are 
also presented in 

Colossians 1 



Salvation through Him: 7 Facts 
Colossians 1 

Overview of Colossians 

 Inheritance (12) • “Partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
the light” 

• Inheritance or portion from OT alluded to 

• Only Christians have part or share in eternal 
inheritance 

• Christians are now the people of God (see I 
Peter 2:10) 

• Christians are the new Israel (see Gal 6:16) 



Salvation through Him: 7 Facts 
Colossians 1 

Overview of Colossians 

 Inheritance (12) 

 Deliverance (13) 

• “He has delivered us from the power of 
darkness” 

• Speaking of spiritual deliverance 

• Christians have been rescued from the evil 
ways of the world (see Eph 2:2, 6:12) 

• Note that darkness has power, but in Him is 
power to overcome (see II Corinthians 4:3-6) 



Salvation through Him: 7 Facts 
Colossians 1 

Overview of Colossians 

 Inheritance (12) 

 Deliverance (13) 

 Translation (13) 

• “[He] has translated us into the kingdom of 
the Son of His love” 

• Deliverance results in a changed state 

• “Translated” means to “transfer from one 
place to another” such as one leaving a 
native homeland (transplanted) 

• Destination is into the kingdom, which is 
shown clearly to be here and now 

• Rejects ideas of future kingdoms (such as 
dispensational premillennialism) 



Salvation through Him: 7 Facts 
Colossians 1 

Overview of Colossians 

 Inheritance (12) 

 Deliverance (13) 

 Translation (13) 

 Redemption (14) 

• “In whom we have redemption” 

• Redemption carries the idea of purchasing 
the freedom of the enslaved 

• Christians have been delivered by ransom 
(Matthew 20:28, Mark 10:45) 

• This freedom is found only “in Him” 



Salvation through Him: 7 Facts 
Colossians 1 

Overview of Colossians 

 Inheritance (12) 

 Deliverance (13) 

 Translation (13) 

 Redemption (14) 

 Forgiveness (14) 

• “[We have] through His blood the 
forgiveness of sin.” 

• Equated here with redemption 

• Sin creates a barrier between man and God 
(see Isaiah 59:1-2; Romans 3:23) 

• The blood of Christ forgives sin at the 
moment of baptism  

• Compare Matthew 26:28 and Acts 2:38 



Salvation through Him: 7 Facts 
Colossians 1 

Overview of Colossians 

 Inheritance (12) 

 Deliverance (13) 

 Translation (13) 

 Redemption (14) 

 Forgiveness (14) 

 Reconciliation (21) 

• “You who were once alienated. . . He has 
reconciled” 

• Similar to description of Gentiles in 
Ephesians 2:12, 4:18 

• Paul now includes all as being “aliens” 
without Christ 

• Meaning: estranged from God and thus, 
enemies 

• Resulted from: 

• Disposition of mind 

• Behavior of lives 



Salvation through Him: 7 Facts 
Colossians 1 

Overview of Colossians 

 Inheritance (12) 

 Deliverance (13) 

 Translation (13) 

 Redemption (14) 

 Forgiveness (14) 

 Reconciliation (21) 

 Transfiguration (22) 

• “To present you holy, and blameless, and 
irreproachable in His sight” 

• Holy: set aside, dedicated to God 

• Blameless: without blemish, faultless 

• Irreproachable: unreproveable, above 
reproach 

• Does this speak specifically of present or 
future status? How do you know?    



 Image of the invisible God (15) 

 First-born over all creation (15) 

 Created all things (16) 

 Existed before all things (17) 

 All things consist in Him (17) 

 Head of the body (18) 

 Firstborn from the dead (18) 

 Inheritance (12) 

 Deliverance (13) 

 Translation (13) 

 Redemption (14) 

 Forgiveness (14) 

 Reconciliation (21) 

 Transfiguration (22) 

Salvation Through 
Him: 7 Facts 

The Christ: 7 Unique 
Truths 

Colossians 1 



Just as he did in Ephesians, 
Paul in this letter enumerates 
spiritual blessings in Christ 

and shows them to take place 
in the church. 

Recall our study of Eph 3:1-12 



Made Known in Other Ages 



The Mystery: How? 

The mystery is HOW God’s eternal 

purpose was accomplished  

Remission 

of sins 

made 

possible 



The Mystery Accomplished 

IN the church BY Christ Jesus our Lord 

Remission 

of sins 

made 

possible 



I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in 

my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for 

the sake of His body, which is the church, of which I 

became a minister according to the stewardship from 

God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word 

of God, the mystery which has been hidden from 

ages and from generations, but now has been 

revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make 

known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery 

among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope 

of glory. 

(Colossians 1:24-27) 





“Now this I say lest anyone 
should deceive you with 
persuasive words.” 

Colossians 2:4 



How does Paul say we 
can guard against being 

deceived by the 
persuasive words of 

false teachers? 



“As you have therefore received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
Him, rooted and built up in Him 
and established in the faith, as 
you have been taught, abounding 
in it with thanksgiving.” 

Colossians 2:6-7 



The Colossian Heresy 

 Philosophy – (Greeks) 

 Ceremonialism – (Jews)  

 Angel Worship – (Orientals)  

 Asceticism – (Gnostics) 

 2:8-10 



Beware lest anyone cheat you through 

philosophy and empty deceit, according to 

the tradition of men, according to the basic 

principles of the world, and not according 

to Christ. For in Him dwells all the fullness 

of the Godhead bodily; and you are 

complete in Him, who is the head of all 

principality and power. 

(Colossians 2:8-10) 



Contrast this type of 
teaching to the 

Apostles’ teaching. 

See II Corinthians 4:2 



Discuss some ways 
philosophy and empty 
deceit are threatening 

the church today. 



Philosophies Threatening the Church 

 Institutionalism – “Look at all the good things we can do.” 

 Social Gospel – “We can bring more people in.” 

 Neo-Institutionalism – “We can teach more people.” 

 Divorce/Remarriage Teachings – “God would never…” 

 Loose Fellowship – “Focus on ‘more important’ matters” 



What is the meaning 
of “all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily.” 



The Colossian Heresy 

 Philosophy – (Greeks) 

 Ceremonialism – (Jews)  

 Angel Worship – (Orientals)  

 Asceticism – (Gnostics) 

 2:8-10 

 2:11-17 



In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made 

without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by 

the circumcision of Christ, buried with Him in baptism, in which you 

also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who 

raised Him from the dead. And you, being dead in your trespasses 

and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together 

with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the 

handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was 

contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it 

to the cross. Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made 

a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. So let no 

one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new 

moon or sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the 

substance is of Christ. 

(Colossians 2:11-17) 



In what ways are circumcision and 
baptism alike? 

What significance do you see in the word 
“raised” in vs. 12? 

What is the meaning of “the handwriting 
of requirements” in vs. 14?  

What is the meaning of the teaching in 
vs. 16-17? 



Can “ceremonialism” or 
a “party spirit” become a 

problem in the church 
today. 



The Colossian Heresy 

 Philosophy – (Greeks) 

 Ceremonialism – (Jews)  

 Angel Worship – (Orientals)  

 Asceticism – (Gnostics) 

 2:8-10 

 2:11-17 

 2:18-19 

 



Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking 

delight in false humility and worship of angels, 

intruding into those things which he has not 

seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and 

not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the 

body, nourished and knit together by joints and 

ligaments, grows with the increase that is from 

God. 

(Colossians 2:18-19) 



The characteristics of the false 
teachers seen here are  

1. The appearance of being 
religious   

2. Appeals to the mystical and 
unseen.  

How can these kinds of things be 
problems in the church today? 



The exhortation of vs. 19 calls 
what similar passage to 
attention? What is the 

foundation for the growth of 
the body? 



The Colossian Heresy 

 Philosophy – (Greeks) 

 Ceremonialism – (Jews)  

 Angel Worship – (Orientals)  

 Asceticism – (Gnostics) 

 2:8-10 

 2:11-17 

 2:18-19 

 2:20-23 



Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic 

principles of the world, why, as though living in the 

world, do you subject yourselves to regulations— 

“Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” which 

all concern things which perish with the using—

according to the commandments and doctrines of 

men? These things indeed have an appearance of 

wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and 

neglect of the body, but are of no value against the 

indulgence of the flesh. 

(Colossians 2:20-23) 



Is it still possible for concepts of 
asceticism to enter the church 

today? 

What are your thoughts on “self-
imposed religion” and “neglect of 

the body?” 



Chapters 1-2:  That you may be filled 

Chapters 3-4:  That you may walk worthy 

Letter to the Colossians 

(3:1-11)  The New Life – The Believer 

(3:12-17) The New Life – The Brethren 

(3:18-21) The New Life – The Home 

(3:22-4:1) The New Life – The Servant 

(4:2-6) The New Life – The Unbeliever 

(4:7-18) Personal Remarks  



Colossians 3:1-17 
I. Seek the Heavenly (1-4) 

II. Slay the Earthly (5-11) 

III.Strengthen the Christly (12-17) 

I. Put Your Mind (1-4) 

II. Put Off (5-11) 

III.Put On (12-17) 



“Doctrine is the 

basis of practice.” 



If then you were raised with Christ, seek those 

things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at 

the right hand of God. Set your mind on things 

above, not on things on the earth. For you died, and 

your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 

Christ who is our life appears, then you also will 

appear with Him in glory.  

Colossians 3:1-4 (NKJV) 



The application in the remainder 

of the letter is for those who 

“were raised” (3:1). What is the 

meaning and significance of 

being “raised?” 



Or do you not know that as many of us as were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 

death? Therefore we were buried with Him through 

baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 

also should walk in newness of life.  

Romans 6:3-4 (NKJV) 



What is the responsibility given 

by Paul in vs. 1-2 to those who 

are “raised?” 



How does Paul’s teaching to 

“seek” and “set” compare to 

common religious teaching 

today? Can man have a “sinful 

nature” in light of this passage? 



For those who live according to the flesh set their 

minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 

according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to 

be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually 

minded is life and peace. Because the carnal 

mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to 

the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those 

who are in the flesh cannot please God.  

Romans 8:5-8 (NKJV) 



Those who live according to the sinful nature have 

their minds set on what that nature desires; but 

those who live in accordance with the Spirit have 

their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind 

of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the 

Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is hostile to 

God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do 

so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot 

please God.  

Romans 8:5-8 (NIV*) 
*Note the NIV appears to support the idea of a “sinful nature” that violates Paul’s teaching in Col.3. This 

is one reason the NIV should not be considered a good English translation of the Bible. 



All men are “seeking.” Paul tells 

the Romans about the result of 

seeking after one’s own will 

rather than God’s will. 



But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent 

heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of 

wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of 

God, who “will render to each one according to his 

deeds”: eternal life to those who by patient continuance in 

doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; but to 

those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but 

obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, tribulation 

and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the 

Jew first and also of the Greek; but glory, honor, and peace 

to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and 

also to the Greek.  

Romans 2:5-10 



Paul provides an example for 

teachers and preachers – what 

should leaders be seeking after, 

in contrast to the false teachers in 

Colossae?  



For our exhortation did not come from error or uncleanness, 

nor was it in deceit. But as we have been approved by God to be 

entrusted with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, 

but God who tests our hearts. For neither at any time did we use 

flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak for covetousness—

God is witness. Nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or 

from others, when we might have made demands as apostles of 

Christ. But we were gentle among you, just as a 

nursing mother cherishes her own children. So, affectionately 

longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the 

gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become 

dear to us.  

I Thessalonians 2:3-8 



What is meant by the phrase “on 

things of the earth” in vs. 2? 



What are your thoughts on our 

lives being “hidden together with 

Christ?” 



I have been crucified with Christ; it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; 

and the life which I now live in the flesh I 

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 

me and gave Himself for me.  

Galatians 2:20 



The Pilgrim Spirit 
Colossians 3 

You Were Raised (vs. 1) – Past 

You Are Hidden (vs. 3) – Present 

You Will Appear (vs. 4) – Future 

Romans 5 

We Were Sinners (vs. 8) – Past 

We Are Justified (vs. 9) – Present 

We Will Be Saved (vs. 9) – Future 



The Pilgrim Spirit 

Titus 2 

Grace that brings salvation appeared (vs. 11) – Past 

Teaching us how to live now (vs. 12) – Present 

Looking forward to Christ’s appearing (vs. 13) – Future 



Note the similarities between 

Col 3:5-17 and Eph 4:17-32. 



This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no 

longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their 

mind, having their understanding darkened, being alienated from 

the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of 

the blindness of their heart; who, being past feeling, have given 

themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with 

greediness. But you have not so learned Christ, if indeed you have 

heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in 

Jesus: that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old 

man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, and be 

renewed in the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the new man 

which was created according to God, in true righteousness and 

holiness. . . 

Ephesians 4:17-32 



Therefore, putting away lying, “ Let each one of you speak truth 

with his neighbor,” for we are members of one another. “Be angry, 

and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give 

place to the devil. Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let 

him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have 

something to give him who has need. Let no corrupt word proceed 

out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it 

may impart grace to the hearers. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit 

of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all 

bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away 

from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave 

you.  

Ephesians 4:17-32 



Sins of Body (3:5) 

Fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 

concupiscence, covetousness (KJV) 

Fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, 

covetousness (NKJV) 

Immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, greed (NASB) 

Sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 

covetousness (ESV) 



Sins of Body (3:5) 

Fornication – harlotry, including adultery and incest 

Uncleanness – impurity, physically or morally 

Passion – inordinate affection/lust 

Evil Desire – a longing for what is evil 

Covetousness – avarice, greediness 



What are the results of 

participation in the sins listed 

here? 



What similar passage is 

brought to mind by vs. 7? 



Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, 

nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 

sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor 

revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of 

God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, 

but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name 

of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.  

I Corinthians 6:9-11 



What significance do you see 

in “you once walked” and 

“lived in” (vs. 7)? 



Sins of Mind (3:8) 

Anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication 

(KJV) 

Anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language (NKJV) 

Anger, wrath, malice, slander, abusive speech (NASB) 

Anger, wrath, malice, slander, obscene talk (ESV) 



Sins of Mind (3:8) 

Anger – violent desire 

Wrath – passion, as if breathing hard, fierceness 

Malice – badness, depravity, malignity 

Blasphemy – vilifications, especially against God, railing 

Filthy Language – vile conversation 



How can we keep ourselves 

from reverting back to the “old 

man?” 



List some ways vs. 11 has 

been misused. What is 

actually being taught here? 



Chapters 1-2:  That you may be filled 

Chapters 3-4:  That you may walk worthy 

Letter to the Colossians 

(3:1-11)  The New Life – The Believer 

(3:12-17) The New Life – The Brethren 

(3:18-21) The New Life – The Home 

(3:22-4:1) The New Life – The Servant 

(4:2-6) The New Life – The Unbeliever 

(4:7-18) Personal Remarks  



Not satisfied with just “putting 

off” the “old man,” we must 

seek also to “put on” the “new 

man.” 



The New Man & His Brother (3:12-13) 
Bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 

meekness, longsuffering, forbearing and forgiving one 

another (KJV) 

Tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, 

longsuffering, bearing with and forgiving one another  

(NKJV) 

A heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 

patience, bearing with and forgiving one another (NASB) 

Compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, 

patience, bearing with and forgiving each other (ESV) 



The New Man & His Brother (3:12-13) 

Tender mercies – inward affection 

Kindness – moral excellence in character or demeanor  

Humility – modesty, lowliness of mind 

Meekness – gentleness 

Longsuffering – obj., forbearance – subj., fortitude 

Bearing with –  to hold oneself up against, endure 

Forgiving – to grant as a favor, kindness, pardon or rescue 



Against what standard should 

we measure our ability to 

forgive one other? 



According to vs. 14-15, what 

attributes are foundational in 

dealing with one another? 



Place the idea of singing 

psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs in the context of this 

chapter. 



What is the meaning of vs. 17 

in this context? 



Chapters 1-2:  That you may be filled 

Chapters 3-4:  That you may walk worthy 

Letter to the Colossians 

(3:1-11)  The New Life – The Believer 

(3:12-17) The New Life – The Brethren 

(3:18-21) The New Life – The Home 

(3:22-4:1) The New Life – The Servant 

(4:2-6) The New Life – The Unbeliever 

(4:7-18) Personal Remarks  



And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the 

Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord 

you will receive the reward of the inheritance; 

for you serve the Lord Christ. But he who does 

wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and 

there is no partiality.  

(Colossians 3:23-25) 

Relationship Attitudes 



(Col 3:18-21) 

Wives, submit to your 

own husbands, as is 

fitting in the Lord. 

Husbands, love your 

wives and do not be 

bitter toward them. 

Children, obey your 

parents in all things, for 

this is well pleasing to 

the Lord. Fathers, do 

not provoke your 

children, lest they 

become discouraged.   

(Eph 6:1,4) 

Children, obey your 

parents in the Lord, 

for this is right. . . And 

you, fathers, do not 

provoke your children 

to wrath, but bring 

them up in the training 

and admonition of the 

Lord.   

(Eph 5:22,25,28) 

Wives, submit to your 

own husbands, as to 

the Lord. . . Husbands, 

love your wives, just as 

Christ love the church 

and gave Himself for 

her. . . So husbands 

ought to love their own 

wives as their own 

bodies; he who loves 

his wife loves himself.    



Wives Wives Wives 
Submit – to subordinate, to put under, 

to be subject to 

  

Guard Against Self-Will 

• James 4:1-4 

• James 1:14-16 

  

Submission is… 

• Required 

• Honorable 

• Voluntary 

• For everyone! 
  

  

Wives Submit to Husbands 

• I Peter 3:1-6 



Wives 

Husbands 

Wives 

Husbands 

Wives 
Submit – to subordinate, to put under, 

to be subject to 

Love – agape, to have a preference 

for, regard the welfare of 

  

Husbands Love Your Wives 

• As Christ loved the church 

• As their own bodies 

• “Nourishing and cherishing” 

• I Peter 3:7 
  



Children 

Wives 

Husbands 

Wives 

Children 

Husbands 

Wives 
Submit – to subordinate, to put under, 

to be subject to 

Love – agape, to have a preference 

for, regard the welfare of 

Obey – to “hear under,” that is to 

listen attentively, to heed or conform 

  

Some Proverbs for Children 

 17:6; 20:11; 22:6; 22:15; 23:13; 29:15  
  



Children 

Wives 

Husbands 

Wives 

Children 

Husbands 

Wives 
Submit – to subordinate, to put under, 

to be subject to 

Love – agape, to have a preference 

for, regard the welfare of 

Obey – to “hear under,” that is to 

listen attentively, to heed or conform 

Children Fathers 
Provoke not – To stimulate, 

especially to anger 

Like the Father: Hebrews 12:9-11 



Children 

Wives 

Husbands 

Wives 

Children 

Husbands 

Wives 
Submit – to subordinate, to put under, 

to be subject to 

Love – agape, to have a preference 

for, regard the welfare of 

Obey – to “hear under,” that is to 

listen attentively, to heed or conform 

Children Fathers 
Provoke not – To stimulate, 

especially to anger 

Children Servants 
Obey – to “hear under,” that is to 

listen attentively, to heed or conform 



What does the Bible 

teach about the 

“morality” of slavery? 



In a country with no 

slavery, are there still 

lessons/applications for 

us here? 



Children 

Wives 

Husbands 

Wives 

Children 

Husbands 

Wives 
Submit – to subordinate, to put under, 

to be subject to 

Love – agape, to have a preference 

for, regard the welfare of 

Obey – to “hear under,” that is to 

listen attentively, to heed or conform 

Children Fathers 
Provoke not – To stimulate, 

especially to anger 

Children Servants 
Obey – to “hear under,” that is to 

listen attentively, to heed or conform 

Children Masters 
Give justly and fairly – equitable, 

innocent, right – likeness, equal 



Likewise, are there 

lessons for us today in 

the teachings to 

“masters?” 



And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the 

Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord 

you will receive the reward of the inheritance; 

for you serve the Lord Christ. But he who does 

wrong will be repaid for the wrong which he has 

done, and there is no partiality.  

(Colossians 3:23-25) 

Relationship Attitudes 



Chapters 1-2:  That you may be filled 

Chapters 3-4:  That you may walk worthy 

Letter to the Colossians 

(3:1-11)  The New Life – The Believer 

(3:12-17) The New Life – The Brethren 

(3:18-21) The New Life – The Home 

(3:22-4:1) The New Life – The Servant 

(4:2-6) The New Life – The Unbeliever 

(4:7-18) Personal Remarks  



Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it 

with thanksgiving; meanwhile praying also for us, 

that God would open to us a door for the word, to 

speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in 

chains, that I may make it manifest, as I ought to 

speak. Walk in wisdom toward those who are 

outside, redeeming the time. Let your speech 

always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you 

may know how you ought to answer each one.  

Colossians 4:2-6 



What instructions are 

given to “the new man” 

with regard to “those 

who are outside?” 



Continue earnestly in prayer, 

being vigilant in it with 

thanksgiving; meanwhile praying 

also for us, that God would open 

to us a door for the word, to 

speak the mystery of Christ, for 

which I am also in chains, that I 

may make it manifest, as I ought 

to speak. Walk in wisdom toward 

those who are outside, redeeming 

the time. Let your speech 

always be with grace, seasoned 

with salt, that you may know how 

you ought to answer each one.  

Colossians 4:2-6 

Praying always with all prayer 

and supplication in the Spirit, 

being watchful to this end with all 

perseverance and supplication for 

all the saints— and for me, that 

utterance may be given to me, 

that I may open my mouth boldly 

to make known the mystery of the 

gospel, for which I am an 

ambassador in chains; that in it I 

may speak boldly, as I ought to 

speak.  

Ephesians 6:18-20 



Chapters 1-2:  That you may be filled 

Chapters 3-4:  That you may walk worthy 

Letter to the Colossians 

(3:1-11)  The New Life – The Believer 

(3:12-17) The New Life – The Brethren 

(3:18-21) The New Life – The Home 

(3:22-4:1) The New Life – The Servant 

(4:2-6) The New Life – The Unbeliever 

(4:7-18) Personal Remarks  



Tychicus, a beloved brother, faithful minister, and fellow servant in the Lord, 

will tell you all the news about me. I am sending him to you for this very 

purpose, that he may know your circumstances and comfort your 

hearts, with Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. 

They will make known to you all things which are happening here. 

Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with Mark the cousin of 

Barnabas (about whom you received instructions: if he comes to you, 

welcome him), and Jesus who is called Justus. These are my only fellow 

workers for the kingdom of God who are of the circumcision; they have 

proved to be a comfort to me. Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant 

of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you 

may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. For I bear him witness 

that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those 

in Hierapolis. Luke the beloved physician and Demas greet you. Greet the 

brethren who are in Laodicea, and Nymphas and the church that is in 

his house.  

Colossians 4:7-15 



Tychicus  

Onesimus 

Aristarchus 

Mark the cousin of Barnabas  

Jesus Justus 

Epaphras 

Luke 

Demas 

Nymphas 

Archippus 



Tychicus – Asian Christian, Companion of Paul  

Acts 20:4 – One of eight companions with Paul at the close of third 

missionary journey; accompanied him to Jerusalem with funds 

collected for needy saints there 

Ephesians 6:21; Colossians 4:7 – With Paul during first Roman 

imprisonment, delivered letters to Laodicea and Colossae, along 

with Onesimus 

2 Timothy 4:12 – Sent by Paul to Ephesus 

Titus 3:12 – Accompanied Paul between Roman imprisonments; 

Paul planned to send either Artemas or him to Crete 

“Chance” –  A beloved brother, a faithful minister and fellow-servant 

in the Lord 



Onesimus – Slave Belonging to Philemon in Colossae 

Philemon 10 – Met Paul in Rome and became a 

Christian 

Philemon 11 – Had run away from his duties in Colossae 

Philemon 12 – Became dear to Paul (“receive him, for he 

is my own heart.” 

Philemon 13 – Paul would have retained him if not for his 

obligations to Philemon 

“Profitable” – Faithful and beloved brother who is one of 

you 



Aristarchus – Greek Companion of Paul 

Acts 19:29 – Seized along with Gaius by 

Ephesians during “Silversmith Riot” 

Acts 20:4; 27:2 – From Thessalonica, 

accompanied Paul from Green to Macedonia and 

also to Rome 

Colossians 4:10, Philemon 24 – Imprisoned with 

Paul in Rome 

“Best Ruler” – My fellow laborer 



Mark – John Mark, the Jewish Roman 

Acts 12:12 – Son of Mary, from a family of means 

I Peter 5:13 – Taught by Peter 

Acts 13:5 – Taken on first missionary journey, acting as minister 

to Barnabus and Paul 

Acts 13:13; 15:38 – Left the work for a time  

Acts 15:39 – Went with Barnabus and split from Paul for second 

missionary journey 

Colossians 4:10, Philemon 24 – The relationship between Paul 

and John Mark has healed during the previous decade 

My fellow worker and great comfort. 



Jesus Justus – A Jewish Christian 

Colossians 4:11 – Only passage mentioning 

Justus, he is numbered among the few of the 

circumcision that Paul counts as a true “fellow 

worker.” 

“Has been a comfort to me” 



Epaphras – Close Companion of Paul 

Colossians 1:4,7 – Instrumental in conversion of 

the Colossians and reported on their faith  

Philemon 23 – Incarcerated with Paul during first 

Roman imprisonment 

Colossians 4:13 – Worked zealously on behalf of 

those in Colossae, Laodicea and Hierapolis. 

“Our beloved fellow-servant and faithful minister of 

Christ” 



Demas – Little Known, Much to Learn 

Colossians 4:14, Philemon 1:24 – During time of 

first Roman imprisonment, was a fellow-laborer of 

Paul 

II Timothy 4:10 – Became apostate due to worldly 

concerns and left Paul for Thessalonica 

“Popular” – Demas has forsaken me 



Nymphas – A Laodicean Christian 

Colossians 4:15 – Only passage mentioning 

Nymphas, the church at Laodicea met in his 

house, which must have been large enough to 

accommodate a group that saw itself as “rich and 

in need of nothing.” (Revelation 3:17) 



Archippus – Minister in Colossae 

Colossians 4:17 – A preacher of truth exhorted by 

Paul to fulfill his ministry 

Philemon 2 – “Our fellow-soldier” 



What might be learned from 

Paul’s instructions that the 

Colossians and Laodiceans 

were to read each other’s 

epistles? 



Christ is “All” 
1:9 – All wisdom 

1:11 – All power 

1:15 – Firstborn over all 

1:16 – Created all things 

1:17 – Before all things 

1:17 – Holds all together 

1:19 – All fullness in Him 

1:20 – Reconciles all things 

All-Sufficiency of Christ in Colossians 

2:2 – All understanding 

2:3 – All knowledge 

2:9 – All fullness of Godhead 

2:10 – Head of all 

2:13 – Forgives all 
trespasses 

2:19 – All nourishment for the 
body 


